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City of Wasilla
Ordinance Serial No. 17-18 (AM)

An Ordinance Of The Wasilla City Council Repealing Wasilla Municipal Code Chapter
16.33, Landscaping Standards, And Reenacting Chapter 16.33, Landscaping Standards,
That Provides A Revised Regulatory Framework For Landscaping And Land Clearing
Requirements With Updated Regulations That Are Consistent With The City’s
Comprehensive Plan And Are Responsive To The Needs Of City Residents And Business
Owners.

Section 1. Classification. This ordinance is of a general and permanent nature and shall
become part of the city code.

Section 2. Repeal and Reenactment. WMC 16.33, Landscaping Standards
(incorporated as Attachment A), is hereby repealed in its entirety, and replaced with the
following language:

16.33.010 Purpose.

The purpose of the landscaping standards in this chapter is to ensure that new

landscaping and the retention of existing vegetation, where appropriate, is an

integral part of all development. These standards are intended to:

A. Promote the environmental and community benefits of a _healthy, diverse,

and well-managed urban forest:

B. Visually enhance the community image through new landscaping

improvements and/or retention of existing vegetation for industrial,

commercial, community use, and multi-family residential development:
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C. Provide flexible requirements that encourage and allow for creativity in
landscape design;

D. Promote the use of existing vegetation and retention of trees, woodlands,
habitat, and urban forest, where appropriate;

E. Encourage the use of native plants to improve plant establishment, survival,
and vitality;

F. Soften the appearance and break up the visual impact of extensive paved
parking areas and surfaces;

G. Separate, screen, and buffer adjacent incompatible land uses through the use
of landscape plantings, fencing, and other appropriate landscape
architectural features:

H. Reduce noise, dust pollution, and glare:

1. Provide for erosion control, runoff reduction, and pollutant mitigation;

J. Preserve air and water quality:

K. Eliminate or reduce the need for irrigation by providing landscaping that is
well-suited to the environment and climate; and

L. Ensure that landscaping design is consistent with accepted Crime Prevention

through Environmental Design (CPTED) principles.

16.33.020 Applicability.

Except as provided in this chapter, every administrative approval, use permit,

elevated permit, and conditional use permit approved under this title shall be

conditioned upon compliance with an approved landscaping plan that conforms to

the requirements of this chapter.
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