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 CITY OF WASILLA 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA 
WASILLA CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

Wasilla City Hall, 290 E. Herning Avenue, Wasilla, AK 99654 / 907-373-9020 phone 
               
REGULAR MEETING 7 P.M.  AUGUST 23, 2011 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
  
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
 
V. REPORTS 
  

A. City Attorney 
 B. City Council 
 C. City Planner 
 D. City Public Works Director 
 E. City Deputy Administrator 
 
VI. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (five minutes per person, for items not scheduled for 

public hearing) 
 
VII. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. Minutes of August 9, 2011, Joint special meeting. 
 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS (five minutes per person) 
 
 A. Public Hearing 

1. Resolution Serial No. 11-14: Recommending approval of a lease 
renewal for two additional 10-year terms for the Valley Performing 

MAYOR  CITY PLANNER
Verne E. Rupright   Tina Crawford 
 
WASILLA PLANNING COMMISSION 
Vacant, Seat A 
Daniel Kelly Jr., Seat B 
Steven DeHart, Seat C 
Doug Miller, Seat D 
Glenda Ledford, Seat E 
Clark Buswell, Seat F 
Robert Webb, Seat G 
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Arts on Lot 1C, Block 2, Wasilla Airpark Subdivision; Generally 
located north of Swanson Avenue and west of Tommy Moe Drive. 
a. City Staff 

 b. Applicant 
 c. Private person supporting or opposing the proposal 
 d. Applicant 

 
IX. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
X. COMMUNICATIONS 
  
 A. Permit Information 
 B. Enforcement Log 

 
XI.   AUDIENCE COMMENTS 
 
XII. STAFF COMMENTS 
 
XIII. COMMISSION COMMENTS 
 
XIV. ADJOURNMENT 
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PLANNING COMMISSION AND PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
SPECIAL JOINT MEETING MINUTES AUGUST 9, 2011 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
         
The special meeting of the Planning Commission and Parks and Recreation 
Commission was held on Tuesday, August 9, 2011, in Council Chambers of City Hall, 
Wasilla, Alaska by A.C. Buswell, III, Chairman.   
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 
Planning Commissioners present and establishing a quorum were: 

Vacant, Seat A 
Mr. Dan Kelly Jr., Seat B 
Mr. Steve DeHart, Seat C 
Mr. Doug Miller, Seat D 
Ms. Glenda Ledford, Seat E 
Mr. Clark Buswell, Seat F 
Mr. Robert Webb, Seat G 

 
Parks and Recreation Commissioners present and establishing a quorum were: 
 Ms. Mary Shampine, Seat A 
 Mr. Dave Tuttle, Seat B 
 Ms. Randy Robinson, Seat E 
 
Parks and Recreation Commissioners absent and excused were: 

Ms. Joan Matthews 
Mr. Henry Hartman 

         
Staff in attendance were: 
 Mr. James Hastings, Recreation & Cultural Services Manager 
 Mr. Archie Giddings, Public Works Director 

Ms.Tammy Ostrom, Sports Center Secretary 
 
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
A. Commissioner Tuttle led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
GENERAL CONSENT: The agenda was approved as presented. 
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V.       PUBLIC HEARING (Three minutes per person) 
 
Mr. Dan Kennedy with Mat-Su Sea Hawkers, thanked the City of Wasilla for their help 
with the Play 60 Challenge event at the Menard Sports Center. 
 
Ms. Kelly Dau, Wasilla area resident: 
• Stated she is pleased on the progress of the trail improvements at Lake Lucille 

Park, but feels she is being personally attacked and intimidated by the Alaska 
Live Steamers; and 

• Asked if the Alaska Live Steamers are demonstrating a compatible land use with 
the park. 

 
VI. PERSONS TO BE HEARD 
 
No one present. 
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Committee of the Whole 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Webb moved to enter into the Committee of the Whole at  

6:09 PM. 
VOTE: The motion to enter into the Committee of the Whole passed unanimously 

to discuss the following item. 
 1. Draft Parks and Trails Master Plan 
 
Commissioner Tuttle: 

• Asked Planning Commission to offer suggestions of the Parks and Trails Plan. 
 
Commissioner Miller: 

• Plan does not show goals, objectives or priorities. 
• The survey needs to become part of the appendix in the Master Plan. 
• Work on improving the parks that the City has. 
• Trails need connectivity. 
• Specify what trails are used for. 

 
Commissioner Buswell: 

• Look at impact of trail connectivity and how it could affect the Police Department. 
 
Commissioner Kelly: 

• Questioned if water ways are in the plan. 
• Satisfied with the number of Parks that the City of Wasilla has. 
• Compare with the Mat-Su Borough to see what is planned and include for 

consideration in what is needed for the future. 
• Need to focus on access, usage and availability to general public. 
• Concerned with ATV on trails. 
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Commissioner DeHart: 
• Need to focus on accessibility and changes that might allow certain access to 

multi use trails to public streets. 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Kelly moved to exit the Committee of the Whole at  

7:10 PM. 
 
VOTE: The motion to exit into the Committee of the Whole passed unanimously. 
 
VIII.    COMMUNICATION ITEMS   
 
No items to discuss. 
 
IX.   STAFF COMMENTS 
 
No comments given. 
 
X. COMMISSION COMMENTS 
 
Commissioner Kelly stated the meeting was needed, thanked Parks and Recreation 
Commission for their efforts. 
 
Commissioner Buswell stated he hope meeting was helpful. 
 
Commissioner Robinson stated he appreciate the opportunity to have this meeting and 
thanked Planning Commission for their time. 
 
XI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The regular meeting adjourned at 7:16 PM. 
      
              
       A.C. BUSWELL, III, Chairman 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
TAMMY OSTROM, Commission Secretary 
 
Adopted by the Wasilla Planning Commission -, 2011. 
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 By:  Council Member Sullivan-Leonard  
 Public Hearing:  08/23/11  
 Adopted:     

 
WASILLA PLANNING COMMISSION 

RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 11-14 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE WASILLA PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDING 
APPROVAL OF A LEASE RENEWAL FOR TWO ADDITIONAL 10-YEAR TERMS 
FOR THE VALLEY PERFORMING ARTS ON LOT 1C, BLOCK 2, WASILLA 
AIRPARK SUBDIVISION; GENERALLY LOCATED NORTH OF SWANSON AVENUE 
AND WEST OF TOMMY MOE DRIVE. 
 
 WHEREAS, The Valley Performing Arts is seeking grant funding from the 

Rasmuson Foundation and other sources to make major improvements to their theater 

complex; and 

 WHEREAS, the Valley Performing Arts current lease agreement expires in 2024 

with renewal options for one or more 10-year terms; and 

WHEREAS, the Rasmuson Foundation and other grant sources are seeking 30 

years or longer commitments for projects that use leased land; and  

WHEREAS, WMC 5.32.090 requires review and recommendation from the 

Wasilla Planning Commission and approval from the Wasilla City Council of lease 

renewals of City property. 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wasilla City Planning Commission 

recommends approval of a lease renewal for two additional 10-year terms to support 

grant applications to improve their facility. 
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ADOPTED by the Wasilla Planning Commission on -, 2011. 

       APPROVED: 

     
              

A.C. Buswell, III, Chairman 
 
ATTEST:  
 
 
       
Tina Crawford, City Planner 
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Catch the SPIRIT OF THE THEATRE and pass it on! 

Machetanz Theatre, 251 West Swanson Ave., Wasilla, Alaska •  VPA Executive Director, Garry Forrester (907) 373-0195

 

Valley Performing Arts
35+ year s  o f  communi ty  par t ic ipa t ion in  l ive thea tre 
Since 1976, Valley Performing Arts (VPA) has been an outlet for our community to 
become involved with live theatre. Based in Wasilla, VPA produces quality, family-
oriented events that enhance the cultural and intellectual spirit of the community, and 
serve as an attractor for the residents and communities of the Mat-Su Valley. 

The Value of Community Theatre
A recent Arts & Economic Prosperity (AEP) National Study calculates that the 
economic value of the nonprofit arts and culture sector in the U.S. generates:

•	 $166.2 billion in economic activity annually.

•	 $30 billion in revenue to local, state, and federal governments every year– 
by comparison, the three levels of government collectively spend less than 
$4 billion—a 7:1 return on investment.

•	 Valuable commerce for local merchants—The typical attendee spends $27.79 
per person, per event, in addition to the cost of admission. 

•	 Visitor spending—non-local audiences spend twice as much as their local 
counterparts ($40.19 vs. $19.53). 

•	 Community involvement and volunteerism—On average, arts communities 
attract 5,174 volunteers who donate 191,499 hours, valued at $3.4 million.

•	 Community investments by foundations and corporations, in support of the 
arts and cultural industry, and community facility development.

VPA’s Value to Wasilla
Since 1996 when VPA moved to its current Wasilla site adjacent to Iditapark, 
many things have changed:

•	 Serving the Region—The local and regional population has expanded 
significantly, strengthening the demand for venues and artistic presentations, as 
can be seen by VPA’s sold-out events and other indications.

•	 A Year-Round Attraction—VPA provides quality cultural events that attracts 
residents and visitors into Wasilla’s main business district. Applying AEP patron 
spending estimates to VPA’s attendance, each season VPA adds $215,000 into the 
local economy. These funds circulate an estimated four times locally, supporting at 
least 8 full-time equivalent jobs in the community. Average theatre-related spending 
contributes an estimated $13,000 in annual City revenue.

•	 Building Community—VPA attracts significant community involvement and 
volunteerism, and builds on community identity and pride.

•	 Leveraging Investment—VPA is reputable organization, providing consistent 
quality, and operating in the black. VPA receives grants and support from private 
sources, businesses, and non-local funding sources, such as the Alaska State 
Council on the Arts—and has good possibilities of leveraging future investment.
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Expanding VPA 
Sold-out shows, growing ticket sales, and the desire for a true 
regional arts center to serve Mat-Su’s growing population have 
led VPA’s board to consider new and expanded facility options 
that can still retain VPA’s intimate community arts experience. 

VPA is currently receiving guidance and technical resources in 
planning for either a new facility, or renovating or expanding 
an existing one, through the Foraker Group Pre-Development 
Program. Our goal is an enhanced facility based in Wasilla, to 
meet the growth needs of VPA, and to provide a venue for 
other forms of artistic presentation and community events. 

A Part for Everyone
VPA is committed to considering expansion options that are financially 
sustainable over the long-term, and that leverage and multiply the 
support of partners, foundations, and individuals. VPA is what it is today 
because of broad-based support. We hope to continue to serve and 
grow Mat-Su’s arts and cultural opportunities with your help!

Thank you to our 36th Season’s Supporters:

Valley 
Performing Arts 

Enhancing the 
cultural and 

intellectual spirit 
of our community 

since 1976

The City of Wasilla
Alaska State Council on the Arts 

National Endowment 
for the Arts

Affordable Tool & Small 
Engine Repair

Alaska Center for Dentistry
Alaska USA

The Anchorage Daily News AT&T 
Sports Center 

BP
Charter College

Cochran Family Dentistry
Coffee Roastery

Denali Law Group
Double Eagle Real Estate

Edward Jones 
First National Bank Alaska

Fishhook Tire and Auto
The Frontiersman 

The Gallery in Palmer
GCI

Geneva Woods Pharmacy
Greater Wasilla Chamber of 

Commerce
Greater Palmer Chamber of 

Commerce
Jalapeños Mexican 

Restaurant
Just Imagine Toys

KAYO 100.9FM
KMBQ 99.7FM

Lead Dog Enterprises 
Lucas Chiropractic Clinic 
Make-A-Scene Magazine 

Matanuska Valley Federal 
Credit Union

MTA
Mudbusters Carwash

Pediatric Dentistry of Alaska
The Red Beet

Town Square Art Gallery
Urgent Care at Lucille Creek

Valley Dermatology
Valley Arts Alliance

Wells Fargo
Wolf Eye Center

VPA owns its facility on land leased from the City of  
Wasilla. Its readapted buildings limit VPA’s capacity 
to serve growing regional needs. 

The Foraker Group Pre-Development Program
The Foraker Group Pre-D’ is a service provided by The Foraker 
Group in collaboration with the Alaska Mental Health Trust 
Authority, Denali Commission, Mat-Su Health Foundation and 
Rasmuson Foundation. 

Pre-D’s core purpose is planning sustainable capital projects, 
which we define as projects that contribute to the long-term 
viability of the organization and the community it serves. We 
believe that successful projects occur when planning begins 
early and considers community needs, potential collaboration, 
organizational capacity and sustainability.
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The Foraker Group Pre-Development Program is a service provided by The Foraker Group in collaboration with 
the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority, Denali Commission, Mat-Su Health Foundation and Rasmuson 
Foundation.

Pre-D’s core purpose is planning sustainable capital projects, which we define as projects that contribute to the long-
term viability of the organization and the community it serves. We believe that successful projects occur when 
planning begins early and considers community needs, potential collaboration, organizational capacity and 
sustainability.

Pre-D is offering guidance and technical resources to Valley Performing Arts in planning for either a new facility, or 
renovating or expanding an existing one. We will be assisting them to determine the feasibility of their project and to 
develop the documentation needed for funding applications.

Support VPA 

For 35 years VPA has been an outlet for our community to become involved with live theatre art. VPA produces 
artistic events so fiercely compelling that they require conversation, improve the imagination, and promote cultural 
vibrancy as a core value and attractor for the communities of the Mat-Su Valley 

Welcome to Season 36! 

Valley Performing Arts (VPA) is a 35 year old, privately funded non-profit institution. VPA presents about 88 
performances each season; representing both the best of the classical traditions and the boldest of contemporary 
performance. Each year VPA produces and educates youth ages 6 through 17 during their Summer Theatre Arts 
Program. This program is designed to help kids build self-confidence, self-expression and concentration skills 
through experiences that focus on the fundamentals of theatre production. In its eighth year, our 2010 VPA 
instructors shared the Love of the Theatre with over 125 youth. 

OUR COMMITMENT TO OUR COMMUNITY 

For 35 years VPA has been an outlet for our community to become involved with live theatre arts. As a non-profit 
organization, VPA is guided by a volunteer board of directors, limited staff and many community volunteers. Each 
year VPA gives back to the community with our Preview Night At The Theatre. Here, with the financial support of our 
sponsor Alaska USA Federal Credit Union, we offer our seven individual plays to our non-profit community clientele. 
On Preview Night At The Theatre we invite over 13 local non-profits to choose the individuals who receive free 
admissions to our play. These clients are individuals who may not have the funds to attend the theatre and need a 
break from their current situation. 
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