By: Planning
Amended: 10/24/2011
Adopted: 10/24/2011

CITY OF WASILLA
RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 11-42(AM)

A RESOLUTION OF THE WASILLA CITY COUNCIL ADOPTING THE CITY OF
WASILLA PARKS AND TRAILS MASTER PLAN.

WHEREAS, the City of Wasilla has been considering adoption of a City of
Wasilla Parks and Trails Master Plan; and

WHEREAS, the City employed qualified planning consultants to assist the
Wasilla Parks and Recreation Commission and staff in the process of drafting a Parks
and Trails Master Plan through a number of public workshops and discussions held
periodically at regular Parks and Recreation Commission meetings, Planning
Commission meetings, and public workshops since the beginning of the planning
process; and

WHEREAS, comments received through the public process have been
incorporated into the Parks and Trails Master Plan, to the greatest extent possible so
that it is representative of the needs, wishes, and desires of the City residents.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wasilla City Council, after due
consideration of the proposed Parks and Trails Master Plan, public testimony, and other
pertinent information brought before them, hereby approves the City of Wasilla Parks
and Trails Master Plan, attached hereto as Exhibit A.

ADOPTED by the Wasilla City Council on October24,

2011.

ATTEST: % VERNE E. RUPRIGHT, Mayor
oo [SEAL]

KRISTIE SMI'@'HERS, MMC, City Clerk

VOTE: Harris, Holler, Katkus, Menard, Sullivan-Leonard and Woodruff in favor

City of Wasilla Resolution Serial No. 11-42(AM)
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PARKS AND TRAILS
MASTER PLAN

Exhibit A
Adopted by Resolution Serial No. 11-42 (AM)
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1.0 Introduction

1.1 Background

The City of Wasilla contracted with Tryck Nyman Hayes, Inc. landscape
architects to prepare a comprehensive master plan that will create a long-term
plan for existing and future citywide parks, greenbelts and trails. This plan serves
as a long range vision (5 to 20 year time frame) for future development and
programming.

1.2 Scope and Objectives

The objective of this project is to inventory existing facilities within the City of
Wasilla limits and engage the public in developing the future needs of the
community.

e Conduct an inventory of the City of Wasilla parks and trails

o Develop, distribute and summarize a Wasilla parks questionnaire

o Organize a Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) and conduct meetings to
discuss the project

o Develop a project website informing the public about the project and the
public process

o Organize a public welcoming event to gather public information about
parks and trails

o Prepare a needs assessment for the City of Wasilla parks and trails

o Consuit National Recreation and Park Association Guidelines for Parks
and Recreation Facilities

o Consult City of Wasilla census information for estimated population counts

e Prepare a program for the City of Wasilla parks and trails
o Consult the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Asset Management Plan - “Park,
Recreation and Open Space Plan”
o Consult the 1999 Trails Plan and the 1996 Comprehensive Plan
s Prepare schematic designs for future parks and greenbelts (ongoing)
e Prepare a comprehensive citywide master plan
o Prepare a concept level cost analysis (will happen after the schematic
designs are prepared)

o Recommend an implementation plan (will happen after the schematic
designs are prepared)



2.0 Methods
2.1 Inventory and Assessment

During this inventory and assessment, the design team used a variety of methods,
which are highlighted below:

Project website

Project questionnaire

Field observation

Collection of draft plans: Iditapark, Curtis D. Menard Memorial Sports Center
and Bumpus Recreational Area

e Aerial photography and topography

° Site parcel / platting information within the City of Wasilla limits

Recognizing that the public was an essential part of the needs and assessment, a
Citizen Advisory Group {CAG) was organized. Several CAG meetings were held
throughout the process. A public welcoming event at the Sports Center included the
public in the planning effort. A project questionnaire was mailed to all of the residents
within the City limits to gather input on the current use of the existing parks and trails
and future needs for park and trail facilities. The project website was updated to
maintain public awareness of the project status and contact information.

A list of 20 sites within the City limits was developed and approved by the CAG. A
checklist identifying existing facilities at these sites was developed prior to the field
observations. Each site was photographed to document the current conditions of the
existing facilities. However, the list of sites was condensed down to only include the
sites owned by the City. A chart listing these sites and identifying the amenities within
each park is included in Appendix B.

The design team and the CAG recognized a number of existing recreational facilities
and Matanuska-Susitna Borough schools just outside of the City limits that needed to be
accounted for in the assessment. These schools and Matanuska-Susitna Borough
recreational facilities within two miles of the City limits were surveyed by interviewing
school personnel and utilizing plans and aerial photography to identify existing facilities.
These facilities have been listed in a separate chart titled “Existing Athletic Facilities
(Not City owned),” but have not been included in the “Projected Facility Requirement’
chart because they are not currently owned by the City.

The latest park, recreation, open space and greenway guidelines released by the
National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) appear to have been based on a new
philosophy, with a “systems approach” to community facility planning. The new
approach reconsiders the old notion of a national standard of 10 acres of park land for
every 1,000 people, which has been in place since 1981 and is generally recognized as
deficient in today’s recreation and open space environment.



The new NRPA “systems approach” addresses the following trends:

o Need to accommodate different cultures

Need to include public opinion

Identification of the wellness movement

Establishment of level of service standards

Recognition that the residents of each community should be given the right to
determine the size and use of land set aside for parks and recreation facilities

@ @ @ @

2.1.1 Project Website

A project web page was established at the beginning of the project. This web page was
linked to the City of Wasilla website under the heading of “What's Up Today”. The link
to the web page was posted on the public questionnaire and handed out at the public
meetings. Throughout the project, the web page was updated with the most current
project data and meeting dates. A screenshot has been included in Appendix A.

2.1.2 Public Questionnaire

The public questionnaire included the project goal, the project team, and eight questions
about citywide parks, trails and right-of-way acquisition. A copy of the questionnaire is in
Appendix A. There was also a place for respondents to write in their comments. It was
mailed to all residents living within the City limits. The City received 101 completed
questionnaires by June 30, 2007 and the responses are included in Appendix C.

2.1.3 Public meetings

The initial CAG meeting was held on June 25, 2007, and Dave Tuttle was elected as the
chairperson. The CAG approved the list of sites to be inventoried by the design team.
They also gave the design team their input as to what was needed within the City of
Wasilla.

The public welcoming event on September 5, 2007, was advertised in the Frontiersman.
The sports user groups were invited to attend. The design team had two interactive
tables at the event; one for parks and one for trails and greenbelts. The public was
invited to move back and forth between the two tables and provide input. The CAG
meeting agenda and the public welcoming event agenda are in Appendix A.

2.2 Review of Existing Information

The following items were reviewed prior to this event and assessment:

. “Wasilla Parks and Recreation Commission, Survey 1, April 1995, prepared by
City of Wasilla Parks & Recreation Commission

o Parks, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines, James D. Mertes,
Ph.D., CLP and James R. Hall, CLP

° Matanuska-Susitna Borough Asset Management Plan, assembly adopted June

2001, prepared by Land Design North

. Wasilla Trails Plan 1999 City Amendment, prepared by Trails advisory
subcommittee, Parks and Recreation Commission, City of Wasilla

. Wasilla Comprehensive Plan Chapter 5- Parks and Recreation Plan, April 1996

. Site visits to all twenty sites



3.0 Findings
3.1 Public Questionnaire Results

The public questionnaire was mailed to each property owner within the City limits, and a
total of 101 questionnaires were returned. The data was recorded to show the actual
number of people responding to each question. A summary of comments shows
additional comments that were written in to the eight questions on the questionnaire.
The design team has posted the total comments provided by the respondents. These
results are included in Appendix C. The results show 57 percent of respondents use city
trails, 81 percent support government funding of parks, and 24 percent regularly use
park and recreation facilities.

3.2 Existing Athletic Facilities

The City owns 30 athletic facilities ranging from indoor ice rink to outdoor MBX track for
bicycles. The twenty existing sites specific to the parks master plan were inventoried to
review the number of existing fields and courts. Sites owned by the City and sites not
owned by the City were noted. The ten schools in the surrounding area were inventoried
by phone to develop a list of facilities provided at each school. Because this information
was taken over the phone, the information was included without field verification. The
existing athletic facilities chart can be found in Appendix C.

3.3 Proposed Athletic Facilities

The City plans to review the existing athletic facilities on an annual basis to identify
needed improvements or additional facilities. Additional facilities may include soccer
and softball fields. Several approved master plans illustrating proposed facilities have
not been constructed. These proposed facilities are listed and categorized by parks
owned and parks not owned by the City. The proposed athletic facilities chart can be
found in Appendix C.

3.4 Projected Facility Requirements

The results show in general that the number of existing facilities is adequate to serve
the City, but as the population grows, additional facilities may be needed. The projected
facility requirements chart uses the National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA)
Standards and the revised local standards from the South Davis master plan for the
Fairbanks North Star Borough completed by PDC, Inc. in June, 1999. Both sets of
standards can be used as a guide for determining the number of facilities that are
needed based on population counts for an area. The future growth for the City was
projected using a three percent growth factor. This chart is included in Appendix C.

3.5 Recommended Classification System for Local and Recreational Open Space

A classification system for local and recreational open space from the Park, Recreation,
Open Space and Greenway Guidelines, written by James D. Mertes and James R. Hall
has been included in Appendix C. This classification system includes a description,
location criteria, and size criteria for each open space classification.
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3.6 Park Area Analysis

The City currently has seven parks and a boat launch facility. A brief description and
history of each City park is listed below along with proposed future improvements.
Additionally, a chart was created that includes the classification and acreage for each of
the sites. The chart also recommends the total acres of park area required for the City
based on the original NRPA standard of 6.25 to 10.5 acres per 1,000 people. This chart
can be found in Appendix C.

[ditapark is located at the old Wasilla Airport site on 28 acres along Nelson
Avenue between Lucille Street and Weber Drive. Over the last 10 years, the park
has slowly been built-out. Wonderland Park was constructed with volunteers in
the community as the first park improvement at this site. Since then, the area has
been improved with the Skate Board Park, Honor Garden, Garden of Reflection,
tennis courts, basketball courts, volley ball sand pits, amphitheater stage,
sledding hill, trails and pavilions. The park also includes a series of ponds and
creek that treat storm water from the downtown area and provide habitat for birds
and ducks in the summer. This park complex has reached a level of completion
but needs future improvements as follows:

Large pavilion structure over Amphitheater stage
Complete paving pathways

Provide lighting for winter time use along path ways
Add pavilions

o O 0 O

Nunley Park is located across the street from City Hall between Herning Avenue
and Swanson Avenue. This park is named after Leo M. Nunley, a former Mayor
of Wasilla. This park takes up about three-quarters of a city block and it is
designed to be used by families with small children. It has new playground
equipment and a full size railroad caboose for viewing. Future improvements
include:

o One or two pavilions
o Pave east parking lot

o Improve pathways

o Improve/add new playground equipment

Carter Park is located at the east end of Lake Lucille and it provides lake access
for swimming and canoeing. Carter Park is named after the Carter family who
homesteaded on Lake Lucille and they donated the property for the park. This is
a small park with new playground equipment for small children and it has areas
for picnics.



Newcomb Park is located at the west end of Wasilla Lake along the Parks
Highway. This park is named after Harold Newcomb, a former Mayor of Wasilla.
This park is very popular in the summer for swimming with a sandy beach area
and lake access for canoeing. This park is great for picnics and it has one
pavilion. It also provides winter time recreation where the City maintains an ice
skating rink on the lake. Future improvements include:

o New playground equipment for small children
o Improved lighting for ice skating area

Lake Lucille Park was originally built by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough in 1986
along the south side of Lake Lucille on 80 acres. This park has a large
campground, trails and access to the lake for canoeing. This park has pavilions,
soccer fields and playground equipment for small children. The City is in the
process of obtaining the park from the Borough. Continued master planning is
needed to determine the full build-out potential of the park.

Bumpus Balifields is located along Mystery Avenue in the north part of town. This
park is named after Charlie Bumpus, a former Mayor of Wasilla. Bumpus
Ballfields contains 120 acres of land dedicated for ballfields and trails. This area
is approximately 50 percent built-out with four softball fields, one baseball field
and one soccer field. These fields have been built by volunteer organizations
who in two cases, lease the land from the City and make the fields available to
the public when they are not in use. An equestrian trail is also present within the
120 acre park that is available for all non-motorized uses. Continued master
planning is needed to determine the full build-out potential of the park.

Cottonwood Creek Park was recently acquired by the City. It contains nine acres
along Cottonwood Creek next to the Parks Highway. This area is planned for a
nature trail to support viewing of the creek. Additional property acquisition could
lead to a trail head on the opposite side of the creek and a pedestrian bridge over
the creek. Master planning is needed for this park as no improvements currently
exist.

Susitna Avenue Boat Launch is located near Carter Park at the east end of Lake
Lucille. It provides the only public access for boat launching on either lake in the
City. This facility has parking one block away for vehicles and boat trailers. The
boat launch has a simply gravel approach into the lake. Future improvements
include:

o Paved or concrete apron into the lake
o |Improved dock tie-down area



4.0 Conclusions and Recommendations

According to the Wasilla Park Master Plan questionnaire, the respondents believe that
city government should provide money for community parks. The primary goal of the
Parks Master Plan is to identify ways to enhance recreational opportunities within the
City limits. This includes enhancing existing parks and trails as well as improving trail
connectivity and creating new parks, as needed. Recommended actions to implement
this goal are outlined below:

4.1 Recommended Actions

Creation of a Volunteer System. The City should develop a volunteer system
to help with maintenance of the parks and trails. Excellent examples are the
“Adopt a Park” and “Adopt a Trail” volunteer programs.

Install Welcome Signs at City Gateways. Decorative “Welcome to the City of
Wasilla” signs should be installed at two locations within the City limits. The first
recommended location would be at the western entrance on the Parks Highway.
The second location would be on a private parcel at the eastern entrance of the
Parks Highway.

Creation of Individual Conceptual Park Plans. New conceptual site plans
should be created for Bumpus, Lake Lucille and Cottonwood Creek parks.
Acquisition of lands adjacent to Cottonwood Creek and Lucille Creek would allow
for a continuous trail for cross country skiing, biking, walking and running - similar
to the Coastal Trail in Anchorage.

Park Improvements. The City will continue to identify ways to add
improvements to existing parks. Listed below are recommended improvements:

Iditapark:
® Large pavilion structure over amphitheater stage
° Pave all pathways
° Provide lighting for wintertime use along pathways
° Add pavilions
Nunley Park:
o Add pavilions
o Pave east parking lot
® Improve pathways
® Improve/add new playground equipment

Newcomb Park:
® New playground equipment for small children
e Improve lighting for ice skating area on lake

Susitna Avenue Boat Launch:
e Create paved or concrete apron into Lake Lucille
e improve dock tie-down area
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Cottonwood Creek:
° Create parking area accessible from Bogard
° Install bridge to cross Cottonwood Creek
° Create trail through park

e Trail Connectivity. A network of city trails has been designed to link existing
and future neighborhoods, parks, and common open spaces. This trail system
aims to separate vehicular and pedestrian traffic promoting safe pedestrian
movement. In formulating this network, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Asset
Management Plan - Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan was analyzed.
Existing trails from this plan, as well as proposed trails and pathways specifically
linking the City to other outlying areas, were recorded. The Wasilla Trails Plan
1999 City Amendment and the Wasilla Comprehensive Plan 1996 were also
reviewed. The Wasilla Trails Plan 1999 City Amendment will be used to address
the trail systems within the City limits and will be updated as needed. In addition
to the adopted Trails Plan, a trails inventory was conducted as part of this plan,
which noted the existing trails as well as proposed trails throughout the City
limits.

From the Wasilla parks master plan questionnaire it was determined that 57 of 92
people currently use the city trails and want the trails to be designed for multi-
modal use. A public welcoming event gathered public opinion for future trail
connections throughout the city limits. Thirteen future connecting trail
opportunities are listed below, and are ranked in order of importance. These trails
are also on the Trails Map in Appendix D.

Downtown

Lucas Road

Southwest Wasilla
Lake to Lake

West Holiday Drive
North Beck

Denali Street

Riley Avenue

. Cottonwood Creek Greenbelt
10. Lucille Creek Greenbeit
11.Bumpus Connector
12.South Thomas Street
13.Bumpus Equestrian

©ONDO PN

4.2 Recommended Classification System for Local and Recreational Open Space

The design team has included a classification system for Local and Regional
Recreational Trails from the Parks, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines
by James D. Mertes, Ph.D., CLP and James R. Hall, CLP. This classification system
can be found in Appendix D.
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City of Wasilla

About Us

_Project Team:

Recreation and Cultural Services Dept.
"Cdmrrﬁuﬁity and Economics Development Dept.

 Department of Public Works

 Citizen Advisory Group

' i : T;yéi; !gy;ﬁah Hayes, Inc. Iditapark

This project includes an inventory of the existing trails and an assessment of areas
where trails are needed to promote connectivity throughout the city.
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City of Wasilla

@ Contact Us
@mm lis

L Contact lis

Tryck Nyman Hayes, Inc.

ic Questionnaire Anchorage and Wasilla Offices

. eeﬁemlax #

Tryck Nyman Hayes, inc.
851 East West Point Drive
Suite 309

Wasilia, AK 99654
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Flease Tell Us
What You Think!

Please relumn the
guestionnaires o

The City of Waslila
280 East Herning Ave.
Wasilla, AK 59654-7081

City of Wasilla

Public Questionnaire

1.

5.

9.

What age groups live in your household?

Preschool {0-5 years)
Elementary {6-11 years)
Middle / High Schoot {?2«%3 years}
Young Adult {18-25 years}

Aduit

Do you hike the trails inside the City Limits?

Yes Ne

" How can we make the trail system better?

informational Map Boards at traitheads
Markers / numbering on each lraithead
Dedicated R.OW.
Design for multi-modal use: Walk, Bike, eic.
Why do you use the trail system in the city?
Recreation / Exercise
Transportation to ! from work
Bird watching / nature viewing
i would like to participate in a volunteer trails clean up
maintenance committee?
Yes No
What do you believe City government should provide money
for?
Community Programs Athletic Fields
Community Parks Trails
What are the best ways to approach R.O.W. acquisition from
private propertly interests?
Conservation Easement Land Trust Purchase
Public Dedication Donation/ Tax Write Off

in the last 12 months, how often have you or other householid
members visited a city park or city recreation facility?

1-5 times 1415 times
6-10 times moe tﬁan 15 times
Qther Comments:
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City of Wasilla

Calendar

September 2007

R B & L Fergd i34 Frt !zs
H

z 3 4 5 & 7 L3

3 £ 14 "i’;‘ 1% 4 %

i6 i7 18 1% 3 21 iz

3 i4 25 3 7 28 %

w0 o

Schedule of Events
(9.05.07- Public Welcoming Event at the MUSC
7-8 pm




1. What age groups ive: in your Rousshold?

Preschoot (025 years)
Elomentary {611 yoars}
MiddiesHigh School {12-18 years)
Young Adult {18-28 yeary}

Actult

2. Do you hike the rals mside the City Limits?
Yos No
3. Heow can we maxe the tall systom belier?

Informational Map Boards at taitheaas?
Sarkersinumbering on each trad hoad
Dedicated R.OW.

Desige for multmodal use: Walk, Bike, sle.

4. Why do yvou use the frald system jo the olfy?
Recreation Mxlarciem

Transportation to/fron work
Birgd walching ¢ nature viewing

5.1 would parlicipals in @ voluntesr frails clesn up
roginlenance commition

Yes Mo

6. Wit do you belove City govermment should
provide money for?

Community Programs Athiedic Fields
Community Parks Trails

7. What are the best ways to approach R.OW,
acquisision from private propesty interesty’?

Consarvation Easomant
Lang Trust Puchase
Public Dedication
Doration / Tax Write Off
8 Inthe last 12 months, bow often have you or other

household members visted a oty park or ity
seereation faclity?

1-5 times 1115 times
6§10 more than 15
8 Other Cormments:

Please take 3 moment to

Proiect Goal:
To develop & masterplan for both
a:éiku,a 'm‘wk and open Spae ane {
i outdoor racreation Dichitias ot

the Multi Use Sports Complex .

Pmiccst Team:

Recreation and Cultural Services Dupt,
Commurntty and Economnc Dev.
Public Works Department

Citizen Advisory Group

TNH Eng. / Landsaape Architects

Wasilla Parks
Masterplan

Questionnaire
Please take 3 minute
to {ill out the attache:
;:mm;-d and return to
Tn "H,y of \,\% 3 i

Tell Us...
what you think!

www.cityofwasilla.com
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Citizen’s Advisory Group Meeting Agenda
Wasilla Parks and Trails Master Plan
Wasilla Multi-Use Sports Complex 7:00 PM, June 26, 2007

1. Introductions
Citizen’s Advisory Group (CAG) Organization
Select Chairperson

2. Description of Project
Intent
Scope of Services

3. Distribute Handout — Binder-Notebook Containing: Minutes, Start-Up Meetings
Public Involvement Plan
Project Web Page
Questionnaire
List of Sites and Site Inventories

4. Update of Activities to date:
Two Initial Kick-off Meetings
inventory/Photography
Questionnaire
Web Page
Data Base Map(s), (these are to be mounted on wall):
Aerial Map including vegetation and existing conditions
Lots and Roadway Rights of Way
Topography

5. Questions and Input from the CAG Members
6. Future Events: Public Weicoming Event (September 5, 2007)

7. Input from Audience — 3 minute limit

8. Adjournment
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Citizen’s Advisory Group Meeting Agenda
Wasilla Parks and Trails Master Plan
Wasilla Multi-Use Sports Complex 6:30 PM, December 13, 2007

1. Purpose of tonight’'s meeting:
Review and Comment on the Wasilla Parks Master Plan Draft Report
2. Distribute Handout — Draft Report: dated 11-12-2007
3. Review Report Findings:
Four *"Welcome to the City of Wasilla” signs
New Schematic Concept Plans for Nunley, Newcomb and Carter Parks
Twelve future connecting trail opportunities
4. Questions and input from the CAG Members
5. Future Events: Third CAG meeting, mid-February

6. Adjournment
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Public Welcoming Event Agenda
Wasilla Parks and Trails Master Plan
Wasilla Multi-Use Sports Complex 7:00 PM, September 5, 2007

1. Introductions
Project Description and Goal of tonight's meeting
Project Website: www . cityofwasilla.com
Project E-mail: LA@tnh-inc.com

2. Progress to date
Public Questionaire
First CAG Meeting
Inventory of Existing Park Sites
Assessment Charts including Matsu Schools: Cottonwood Creek Elementary
Iditarod Elementary
Larson Elementary
Snowshoe Elementary Tanaina Elementary Teeland Middle School Wasilla Jr.
Middle School Burchell High School Wasilla High School
Mat-Su Career & Technical High School

3. Two Interactive Tables
Parks Master Plan Randy Lyons
Trails Map Eric Morey

Invite the public to stop by each table and designate areas where additional
parks and trails are necessary.

4. What's Next:
Project Assessment
Project Program
Second CAG meeting
Public Open House- develop a preferred alternative
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List of Sites: Wasilla Parks Master Plan
Updated August 1, 2011

Parks:
Approximate
Acreage

1. Bumpus Recreation Area 120 acres
2. Carter Park at Lake Lucille .65 acres
3. lditapark 28 acres
4. Newcomb Park at Wasilla Lake 5.4 acres
5. Nunley Park (opposite City Hall) 2.25 acres
6. Cottonwood Creek Park (proposed) 9 acres

Additional Recreational Facilities:

1. Susitna Avenue Boat Launch 1.25 acres
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City of Wasilla
Legend
s Y Limits

Parks B Recreational Sites

WASILLA PARKS

MASTER PLAN
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AMENITIES

Bumpus Recreation Area

Newcomb Parkat Wasila

Lake Lucille Park and Campground

Cottonwood Creek Park (proposed)

Susitna Avenue Boat Launch

Major League Baseball - 90°

=Y

Little League Baseball - 60°

Softball

Soccer

Campsites

57

Multi-purpose Fields

Tennis

Volleyball

Full Basketball Court

B | WD e

indoor Skating Rink

Outdoor Skating Rink

Children's Play Equipment*®

| e

2|

Swimming

Skateboard Park

BMX Track

Running Track/Staking Oval

Equestrian Trails

Trails

bS

>

Parking

>

Boat Launch

Picnic Shelters

Picnic Tables

Drinking Fountain

Grills

x| XN

Showers

Vending Machines

Restrooms

b4

>

Garbage Cans

Benches

Lights

Flagpole

x| XX







Wasilla Parks Masterplan
Questionnaire - Resuits

Trere wees & VI questonnaires ratumned. Not sl were fied ot in ther antirsty. The data s brosen down
iy the actual number of people responding 10 2ach fem

Actual #
1. What are the age groups that live in your household?
Presohoost 108 years) 2
iﬁmeﬁ:;f; ,.»? Tyears; - 12
: 3 ] 24
Young A&?a“ i 3»"'*" } i
Al - /
2. Do you hike the Trails inside the City Limits?
Yog 57
o 35
3. How can we make the trail system belter?
niormatenal Map Boards st ratheads hei
“3:%&*3 ?%m’ﬁ:&ﬁ&g on e3ch yaihead 23
Dad RO 2
;.z%ix:i&ﬁ §@f mﬂs‘m&m wsa Walk, Bhs, a2 L34
4. Why do you use the rail system in the city?
Bacrenione eise 71
Bird watkchingmatrs viswng F i

§. L would participate in 2 volunteer trails clean up maintenance conwnitiee”?
Ves 34
Mo 48

& What do you i}ﬂze?e Lity government should provide money for?
84
g1
58
&2

7. What are the best ways o approach R.OW, scquisition from private property inlerests?

Torsersaton Sasements Z1
tand Trust Purchass 45
Pynhe Dedization 22
Donatinry Tax Wiie OF 37

8. in the a3t 12 months, how often have you or other household member visited 3 city park
or oity réweatref; facility?

: 38
13
th]
24
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TRYCE NYMAN

asilla Parks /Masterplah
Questionpaire - Comments

The foliowing 1s & summary of commens from the guestionnaires. They are It 50 paricllar order.

1. What are the age groups that live in your household?
Mo Comenants

2. Do you hike the Trails inside the City Limits?

&
®
]

2 people smd - Somelimes
tistoris rals caly

A dmde

3. How can we make the trail system betler?

®* F B B % &

Design for Rlulti-use 13 vary mporant.
Eurk

-

ATY Trads
They arg good now

Geve miles betwear info on signs

o webadie/ORVY Motloroycles, &0,

® Yary seldom
I don know whsre any are
® We have raiz?

w

Motenzed use

Eeep molonzed yehucles off
e

Hesp motonzed vehicles off
inchude motorized verusles

&
fate

w R R B @

Design for snow machine/ATVimoloroycle usss

4. why do you use the frail system in the city?

»
*
*

Haven't used wads!
P havenftused e

Bike Trals

s Ipeopis saw- Dontuse

5, 1 would participate in a volunteer trails clean up mainienance commities?

&

&
»
®

Already dot & T people s34 - Mayde
¥ randicappsd + Tontkoow
Educate igh school age kuds. Ipckup asican & NoTime

We oo this already as voluntedrs on U own Ume.

€. What do you believe City government shoukd provide m@ﬁ&y‘f:}f’?

&

L
&
®
&

Sponte oompleses should be prvale enterprises.

Enforce laws dready in place,
2 people 530 - Uibvary

Kot the spons compler, 15 100 sxpensive,
Wasiha seeds watsr and sewer before anyihing sise.

s Bus Tystem

s ROADE

& Use vacant buidngs
= NONE

& ‘Warun the oty

7. What are the best ways to approach R.OW. acquisition from private property interests?

£
&
*®

¢ @

Buy 4t
Whatever i takes

* Pyurchass ar boy of Tases {33k Tty
s Ipeopie zaid - Don'tknow

Hewd more nfo 1o make 3 good decision = Offar fair market value

Esch area has dfferent reguitemenis
Some of eazh

« DONOT DO THIS!

2. In the last 12 months, how often have you or other household member visited a city park
or city recreation facility?
o 7 peooie smid - They have visited D tmes.
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The Tollowivg s 3 sumwniry of comments from te questionnares. They are in 2o parfouly order

g (ther Comments

& Ve nesd more green DOrk and 36 space

+ Trals ae gredt Heepup the good work. Heers hds and famid
= Adopt s program of land soge
g adEcent 1o e lake

+ Dontwaste our mongy

mE

s £ Saves Fusl ra¥o e
Soniupgrate ndscape guidelnes 1o presene nabeal andsoare i the oy

3 lghtng needed to prevent partes ang trime. Please a0 dhvidre's equpment
Zesmin desrng could makes possDie rals

Heed to information about whate Oty Bals are 3¢ where they oo,

There nasds 1o be 3 placs for 08 12 play 302 3 plan o keep them 3%
We yse the Bumpus trals almost dadly. | have much eore to 33y, Tall 4+
Purchase ROV at appraised valus,

2 oneed 2 more poni ables 3 Cater Park,

Lake Luclle Tral s 3 mess,

Moss resitntens sound parss 300 B3l

Please moke e oly mome pedastnan Teadly.

S an s¥oset municpal govemnmenl. Keep costs af a mmmam!

Meed to spend more money on TaTo control { sgns, ights, & '
Farks o trails wre grest,

& s 3 i b e ] 225N
terestad - Morm Futer 3734800

5

e may not use trem often, but! kke hawng them here.
U are Katring refuges and 53 working In our house

8 peed 3 T SyBlam TOr mononized velioies cosperatly ¥
v roadside wals - 3oqurs dorean '
SpaErs aTe TN U TAS

FIATHE STREETS
Need 3 bypass route of oy shests.
tdo ot believe i aogusiton of pensonal property for anything especally 3 Die vad of ol Pariod’
Ne are in owr ate TU's anC have oo need for the above,
Were currently cut of toem,
lease develop oty rals for Diing 20 valng
i don't Yeel safe on trats dus lo dintbies, 4whedsrs and unrestrained fogs.
B ooes RO Wowan?
maouiar poice ool 2 tabesls.
norease patrol 10 xeep mdionze veiicls 0%
Ged the motonzed vehizies o the Die rals ang out of the packs? Une waming and then snpound them
o oo we address the Custintnsion by rresponsible ATV users®
Your nead 10 rownds 3 secony 300sss 1o the arvets comples’
This 5 3 poorly worded and designed quesionnare.
Cortact and work veth landownsrs,
DUT property on Parks Highway nest 4007 1013 needs andscapng and cars.
Please ioin Uals fogether ang give oross walks more
Comcanirate on 'Bes spengng
Meed 3 ponic 2rea wih open sheiters for labies w0 stay ol of e weather, more ponic iables
We neat 1o have a ol cormage for mmotoroed vehicles.
Pleass pack or phows 3 few 0305 o Be wenter,
Why dotyoussplan et RO 57
towen property on Lake Luclis grve. | amconoemad about moreased aficoad wides
fewe % wxtended

W

-

VIR G IR D USE, TR USESS O slsawhers

W gy

i

o

e

b

o

5%

:*V

=

# # # # & ¥ & #F 8 » £ P & ® & 2 B € 2 6 2 % & 4 ¥ T & 5 & € B B & & & & B 5 B #

Tharss for the st mantenanos. 02y parks we for ol oozens, sspecally famidies. More bles roof cowen
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Existing Athletic Facilities
Updated August 1, 2011

Facility Total Facilities owned by the City
o3
L
g K
g 3 ¥ |5
< t— o © E
= © < o L4
S 2 | S | 2
5= X @ =
ssd ~ ® E 8 —
[0} = > ® P
3 © < a5 9 5 &
Sle| 515188258523
= he)
2 € ¢ EIR |52 52|88 a0 | 2
2 1= |81|s iz |82 2228 @ <<
¢ |2l |2 S| p2ica 8T b
Els|12|13|5|95|€518¢2|58] o
@ o |81z 1z 1pa!lSoi0os|0nl =
|Major League Baseball- 9¢° 1 1
’Little League Baseball- 60" 0 0
Softball 4 4
Soccer 1 2 1 4
|Footba¥| 0
|Mu!ti- Purpose Fields 1 1
Tennis 2 2
Volieyball 3 3
|Ful! Basketball Court 4 4
|Indoor Skating Rink 1 1
IOutdoor Skating Rink 111 2
Children's Play Equipment * 111141 1 5
IRope Course 0
lCommunity Center * 1 1 2
Skateboard Park 1 1
[BMX Track 1 1
iRunning Track / Staking Oval 1 1
Swimming Pool 0
* Children's Play Equipment: Typical playground area; may consist'of multiple pieces of play equipment.
* Community Center: A meeting place used by members of a community for social, cultural, or recreational

purposes.
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Existing Athletic Facilities
(Not City owned)

C-5

Facility Parks not owned by the City of Wasilla | Schools :\‘::;gi“y":::sc?t‘j Total School Facilities

T = o E _ B

25 Tl 8 B OIS | BlElE| B s 2] 2

S:El2 |2 B O[BF | S|a|s 9| 5s |2 28

938 sl2g | Blg. IB. |62 | Bl sl %l E|SieEl B glas

Sfe| Sl5e | Blsk 3% 158 S| S| gl Al 8185 2| £158
Major League Baseball- 90' 1 1 1 1
Little League Baseball- 60° 3 4 1 1 7 2
Softball 1 0 1
Soccer 2 4 1 1 1 6 3
Football 1 1 0 2
Muiti- Purpose Fields 1 1 1 0 3
Tennis 0 0
Volleyball 0 0
Full Basketball Court 1 1 1 2 0 5
Indoor Skating Rink 0 0
Outdoor Skating Rink 1 1 0 2
Children's Play Equipment * 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 5
Rope Coarse 1 0 1
Community Center * 0 0
Skateboard Park 0 0
BMX Track Q 0
Running Track / Staking Oval 1 0 1
Swimming Pool 1 0 1

* Children's Play Equipment: Typical playground area; may consist of multiple pieces of play equipment.

* Community Center : A meeting place used by members of a community for social, cultural, or recreational purposes.



Proposed Athletic Facilities
Updated August 1, 2011

Facility Parks owned by the City of Wasilla

Total Facilities owned
by the City

Bumpus Recreation Area
Susitna Avenue Boat Launch &
Parking Lot

Cottonwood Creek Park

l.ake Lucille Park and
proposed)

Carter Park
Iditapark
Newcomb Park
Nunley Park
Campground

Major League Baseball- 90°

Little League Basebali- 60’

N

Softbali

Soccer 4

Football

Multi- Purpose Fields

Tennis

Volieybali

Full Basketball Court

Iindoor Skating Rink

IOutdoor Skating Rink

Children’s Play Equipment * 1

Rope Coarse

{Community Center *

Skateboard Park

]BMX Track

lRunning Track / Staking Oval

D OO OO QO - O 0| O Q| O C|Qid i o

Swimming Pool

* Children's Play Equipment: Typical playground area; may consist of muitiple pieces of play equipment.
* Community Center: A meeting place used by members of a community for social, cultural, or recreational
purposes
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Projected Facility Reguirements

Updated August 1, 2011

El el 2zl sl o et a1 & <] o<
et ol Sl 213181 8] & 51 &
-x‘n 7] 5 = = - -~ - S 3 )
b > > Fy 2 5 c < S e R
& SRR 2 = = = 2 o B - -
= o k] & > = b1 - e EOLE
2 ° g H g 2 3 3 B R 33
@« & g ) o 2 oy 3 o e *g. -
Facility 2 z bt 2 E o a o s iy [E 0 BT
3 s | SV E| 8| &) 2| 2| | &) & &
& ¥ Z T < - w it < NP odlou
: x R I & »
s S| 21 <) o] 8 8| 2| 8| 8| 81 8
x 2 g 2 8 @ 2 2 L@ @ e &
4 S = @ 5] z z z o3 Z = z
© % 4 z =z < - 3 )
o = 2 b 3 3 = = = o
= i 2 e s S g g I 2 ‘R
= o 1= ~ & & b A N -
9 ™ T i ;
IMajor League Baseball- 90" 1/5,000 | 1/20,000 0 167 | 177 |240 326 | 030 | 044 | 060 | oar
Little League Baseball- 60° 115,000 |  1/4,000 2 157 | 177 {240 |326 | 196 | 221 | 300} ag7
ISoftball 1/5,000 | 1/3,500 4 157 | 177 |240 326 224 | 253 | 343 laes
Soccer 110,000 | /4,000 4 078 | 08 120 1163 | 196 § 221 | 300 | 407
Football 1/20,000 | 1/45,000 0 033 | 044 | 060 | 082 | 052} 059 | 0.80 }q100
{Multi- Purpose Fields No Reg. Vﬂa’ Req. . 0 : i
Tennis 112,000 | 1/6,500 0 392 | 442 Je00 | 815 | 121 ] 136 | 185 | pamr
Volieyball 115,000 | NoReq. 0 157 | 177 1240 |326 '
Full Basketball Court 175,000 | NoReq. - 0 157 | 177 }240 |326 7 7
ce Hockey, Indoors NoReq. | 1/20,000 4 7—8‘379, 044 | 060 082 .
Ice Hockey / Skating Rink, Outdoors No Req. 1!3,7097(}' i 0 261 295 1 400 | 543 °
Children's Play Equipment * NoReq. | NoReq. - 1 i '
Rope Coarse No Req. No Req. 0
Community Center * NoReq. | NoReg. 0
Skateboard Park NoReq. | NoReg. 0
BMX Track No Req. | 1/30,000 0 026 | 030 | 040 | 054
Running Track / Staking Oval NoReq. | 1/45,000 0 052 | 059 | 080 |109
Swimming Pool 1/20,000 | No Req. 0 039 | 044 | 060 J082 :

* Children's Play Equipment:

* Community Center:

Typical playground area; may consist of multiple pieces of play equipment.
A meeting place used by members of 2 community for social, cultural, or recreational

purposes.

** National Recreation and Park Association "Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines” (The standards shouid be used
as a guide for short and long term facility planning. The actual guantity of facilities will vary as the needs of the community change.}

* Projected population rates are based on a 3.1% factor. Census information was obtained from hitp/ffactinderZ.census.gov.




Recommended Classification System for Local & Regional Recreational Open Space

General Description

L.ocation Criteria

Size Criteria

Mini-Park

Used to address limited, isolated or unique recreational needs.

Less than 1/4 mile
distance in residential
setting.

Between 2500sq.ft. and
one acre in size.

Neighborhood Park

Neighborhood park remains the basic unit of the park system and serves as the recreational and
social focus of the neighborhood. Focus is on informal active and passive recreation.

1/4 to 1/2 mile distance and
uninterrupted by
non-residential roads and
other physical barriers.

5 acres is considered
minimum size, 5-10
acres is optimal.

School-Park

Depending on circumstances, combining parks with school sites can fulfill the space requirements for
other classes of parks, such as neighborhood, community, sports complex and special use.

Determined by location of
school district property.

variable-depends on
function

Community Park

Serves broader purpose than neighborhood park. Focus is on meeting community-based recreation
needs, as well as preserving unique landscapes and open spaces.

Determined by the quality

and suitability of the site.

Usually serves two or more

neighborhoods and 1/2to 3
e di

As needed to
accommodate desired
uses. Usually between 30
and 50 acres.

Large Urban Park

Large urban parks serve a broader purpose than community parks and are used when community
and neighborhood parks are not adequate to serve the needs of the community, Focus is on meeting
community-based recreational needs, as well as preserving unique landscapes and open spaces.

Determined by the quality and
suitability of the site usually
serves the entire community

As needed to
accommodate desired
uses. Usually a
minimum of 50 acres,
with 75 or more acres

Natural Resource Areas

Lands set aside for preservation of significant natural resources, remnant landscapes, open space

Resource availability and

and visual aesthetics/buffering. Qpportunity. variable
Greenways -
4 Effectively tie park system components together to form a continuous park environment, (F::;g:tjzzeitjvaulabmty and variable
Sports Complex Strategiqally !.O cated dD:rf;;nér.‘e?ngaﬁlr;ﬂaeded
Consolidates heavily programmed athietic fields and associated facilities to larger and fewer sites corp‘rr.\unltywwlde minimum of 25 acre
strategically located throughout the community. facilities. being optimal.
Special Use i - .
P Cover a broad range of parks and recreation facilities oriented toward single-purpose use. ;/g :;glceuclzpendent on variable
Private Park/iRecreation Parks and recreation facilities that are privately owned yet contribute to the public park and recreation Variable

Facility

system

Variable-dependent on
specific use
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Park Area Analysis

Parks owned by the City Park Approximate
of Wasiila Classification | CXisting Acreage
2011
Bumpus Recreation Area Sports Complex 120
Carter Park Mini Park 0.65
iditapark Community Park 28
Newcomb Park Neighborhood Park 5.4
Nunley Park Mini Park 2.25
Cottonwood Creek Park (proposed) TBD g
Susitna Avenue Boat Launch & -
Parking Lot Mini Park 1.25
TOTAL 166.55

City of Wasilla Recommended Total Park Area ** (Acres)

Population
7,831 (2010) 49 to 82
8,848 (2014) 55 to 93
12,007 (2024) 75to 126
16,294 (2034) 102 to 171

Projected Population uses a 3.1% growth factor

*Acreages are approximate

**National Recreation and Park Association "Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines” recommends 6.25 to 10.5
acres per 1,000 population. In 1998, NRPA guidelines were revised to include a Level of Service Standard.
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Recommended Classification System for Local & Regional Recreational Trails

Classification General Description Location Criteria Size Criteria
Typically located within a greenway,  [Separate trails for pedestrians and bicyclists / in-line skaters: 10
Type | Type | trails are used in situations where use patterns park, or natural resource area foot wide bicycle and in-line skating hard surface trail.

dictate separate paths for pedestrians and bicyclist / in- corridor width varies, with100 feet Separated by a natural landscape median strip, width varies. 8

line skates. An example would be a trail around an being the recommended minimum foot wide pedestrian hard-surfaced trail.

intercity lake or along a riverfront. when trail uses are separated)
Typically located within a greenway,

Park Trail Type ll Type {l trails are more suited to lighter use patterns, such  jpark, or natural resource area 10 foot wide pedestrian, bicycle, and in-line skating hard-
ark Trails

{Types |, I, and Il

las from a housing subdivision to a natural resource area.

corridor width varies, with 50 feet
being the recommended minimum)

Isurfaced trail.

Typically located within a natural

6 to 8 foot wide soft-surface trail. Consideration should be given

Type i Type 1l trails are suited for areas requiring minimum resource area or special use area o augmenting soft-surfaced nature trails with hard-surfaced
impact, such as a nature preserve. isuch as a nature preserve. ones to allow universal access to all user groups.
Type | trails are used in situations where use patterns l.ocated within the roadway right-of-

[Type | dictate separate paths for pedestrians, bicyclist and, if way and designed to accommodate |10 foot wide hard-surfaced pedestrian, bicycle, and in-line
necessary, in-line skaters An example would be a trail heavy use patterns Iskating trail (8 foot if pedestrian only) both side of the roadway.
within the shoulder of right of way of a collector street or 10 minimum setback from roadway where space permits.
parkway.

Connector Trails Type 1l trails are suited to lighter use patterns, such as a  Located within the roadway right-of-
(Typelandll) iryoe g link between a parkway or thoroughfare and a nearby way and designed to accommodate |10 foot wide hard-surfaced pedestrian, bicycle, and in-line
housing development. ‘ multiple uses and kating trail (8 foot if pedestrian only). 10 minimum setback from
or directional use. Foadway where space permits.
Bike lanes are designated portions of the roadway for the

Bike Lanes preferential or exclusive use of bicyclists. Bike lanes Designated portion of the roadway foot wide bike lane, both sides of the roadway if possible, and
should be used in situations where traffic volumes are tripping ~
heavy enough to warrant clear separation between the A
bicycles and the vehicles.

Bikeways Bike routes are essentially paved shoulders or segments of

Bike Routes the roadway that serve to separate bicyclists from traffic. 4 to 6 foot paved shoulder, both sides of the roadway if possible,
Bike routes (paved shoulders) should be used in Paved shoulder along roadway fand stripping
{all other situations

l-terrain bike trails are similar to park trails in that they

All-Terrain (Mountain) lemphasis a strong relationship to the natural environment. |Natural Resource areas , Trail design to coincide with the standards developed by

Bike Trails They are most often located within natural resource areas, igreenways, community parks, and regional park agencies and state resource agencies.
greenways, community parks and special use facilities, Ispecial-use areas
such as golf courses,

These trails come in a variety of types and widths to Diagonal style requires a set track, while shate-ski style requires

Cross-Country Skiing |[accommodate two different styles: diagonal style and Natural Resource areas , wider packed and groomed surface. Trail lengths vary

Trails Fkate~ski. Similar to park trails, they should have a greenways, community parks, and onsiderably, with loops ranging from a few to 10 or more
strong emphasis on the natural environment. ispecial-use areas ilometers. Since quality and safety are important to all skiers, a

‘ew well groomed trails are preferable to extensive but poorly
aintained ones. Trail design should coincide with the
Other tandards

Equestrian Trails

Equestrian trails are usually grass or woodchip. In some
instances, cross-country ski trails are used for horseback
riding during the summer.

Natural Resource areas ,
greenways, community parks, and
special-use areas

Trail length varies considerably, with loops extending out 10
miles or more. There are no specific standard for how many
miles of trail should be developed within a given community.
Trail design should coincide with the standards developed by
regional park agencies and state resource agencies.

Motorized ATV trails are located in the roadway rights-of -

Motorized ATV Trails |ways and should be on the opposite side of the roadway Roadway rights-of ways N/A
as the pedestrian / bicyclist trail.
Historical Trails Historic trail used for the Iditarod Dog Race Original Route N/A
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CITY OF WASILLA
LEGISLATION STAFF REPORT

RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 11-42: A RESOLUTION OF THE WASILLA CITY
COUNCIL ADOPTING THE CITY OF WASILLA PARKS MASTER PLAN.

Agenda of. October 24, 2011 Date: October 11, 2011
Originator: Planning
Route fo: Department ’ ~, iﬁggnatureii}ate
X Recreation and Cultural Services Manager § ﬁ - ::’f
Chief of Police Vo, {i::fg
X Public Works Director f 0! fZ-;i /
X Interim Deputy Administrator
X Finance Director 7"” )i 738
S ‘.bf;'.' /
City Clerk AN
X wee 7 20 AR
7 -,
REVIEW YOR VERNE E. RUPRIGHT:
N - ﬁ/ SN
P P
FISCAL IMPACT: [ Jyes$ or X no Funds Available [ ] yes [ ] no
Account name/number: None
Attachments: Proposed Resolution Serial No. 11-42 (1 p)

Exhibit A (41 pp)
WPC Resolution Serial No. 11-13 (43 pp)
WPC Minutes — September 27, 2011 (4 pp)

SUMMARY STATEMENT: Over the past few years, the City Parks and Recreation
Commission, a citizen’s advisory group, and Tryck Nyman Hayes (now URS) conducted
numerous meetings, workshops, and public hearings to prepare a draft Parks Master Plan.
In addition, a joint meeting with the Parks and Recreation Commission and the Planning
Commission was held on August 9, 2011 to discuss the draft Plan.

The recommendations and suggestions provided at the August 9, 2011 joint meeting have
been incorporated into a final draft Plan. The final draft Plan was reviewed by the Planning
Commission on September 13, 2011 and by the Parks and Recreation meeting on
September 14, 2011. Both commissions indicated support of the final draft Plan with a few
minor revisions at their respective meetings. On September 27, 2011, the Planning
Commission voted unanimously to approve the draft Parks Plan.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution Serial No. 11-42.

City of Wasilla Legislation Staff Report Page 1 of 1




By: Planning
Public Hearing: 09/27/11
Adopted: 09/27/11

WASILLA PLANNING COMMISSION
RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 11-13

A RESOLUTION OF THE WASILLA PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDING
THAT THE WASILLA CITY COUNCIL ADOPT THE PROPOSED CITY OF WASILLA
PARKS MASTER PLAN.

WHEREAS, the City of Wasilla and the Parks and Recreation Commission have
been considering the creation of a Parks Master Plan since June 2007; and

WHEREAS, the City employed qualified planning consultants to assist the
Wasilla Parks and Recreation Commission and staff in the process of creating the Parks
Master Plan through a number of public workshops and discussions held periodically at
regular Wasilla Parks and Recreation Commission and Planning Commission meetings
and joint meetings since the beginning of the planning process; and

WHEREAS, it was recognized that public input is an essential part of the needs
and assessments, a Citizens Advisory Group was organized and held several meetings
throughout the process; and

WHEREAS, comments received through the public process have been
incorporated into the Parks Master Plan, to the greatest extent possible so that it is
representative of the needs, wishes, and desires of Wasilla residents; and

WHEREAS, the Wasilla Planning Commission now believes that the final draft is
complete and ready for review and adoption by the Wasilla City Council.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wasilla Planning Commission,
after due consideration of the proposed Parks Master Pién, public testimony, and other

pertinent information brought before them, hereby recommend that the Wasilla City

City of Wasilla Resolution Serial No. 11-13
Page 1 of 2



Council adopt the proposed Parks Master Plan, attached hereto as Exhibit A and
incorporate by reference the 1999 Trails Plan originally adopted as part of the 1996
Comprehensive Plan in November 1998 and also adopted as part of the 2011
Comprehensive Plan in June 2011.

ADOPTED by the Wasilla Planning Commission on September 27, 2011.

DL ot

A. C. Buswell, lli, Chairman
ATTEST:
Tina Crawfgrd, City Planner
VOTE: Passed Unanimously
City of Wasilla Resolution Serial No. 11-13
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PARKS AND TRAILS
MASTER PLAN

Draft

August 9, 2011




Project Team:

Archie Giddings agiddings@ci.wasilla.ak.us

Jim Holycross jholycross@ci.wasilla.ak.us

Bruce Urban burban@ci.wasilla.ak.us

Sandra Garley sgarley@ci.wasilla.ak.us

Norm Gutcher normg@tnh-inc.com

Jill Kovalsky jillk@tnh-inc.com

Burt Lent burll@tnh-inc.com g3d@gci.net
Randy Lyons randyl@tnh-inc.com

Permanent Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) Members:

Kristi Shea shea628@mtaonline.net

Don Shiesl sshiesl@gci.net

Vickie Wehe wehe2go@alaska.com

Dave Tuttle tuttle@mtaonline.net

Colleen Sullivan-Leonard csleonard@hotmail.com

Joan Matthews joanandmatt@hotmail.com

Rob Sande aksande@mtaonline.net

Dan Feltz daniel@mtaonline.net

John Haley john_f haley@akd.uscourts.gov

“As Needed” Members

Pete Powell Barbara Peryam Janice Williams Jim Hayes Brenda Carr John Luster

“Resource” Parties

Diane Keller
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1.0 Introduction

1.1 Background

The City of Wasilla contracted with Tryck Nyman Hayes, Inc. landscape
architects to prepare a comprehensive master plan that will create a long-term
plan for existing and future citywide parks, greenbelts and trails. This plan serves
as a long range vision (5 to 20 year time frame) for future development and
programming.

1.2 Scope and Objectives

The objective of this project is to inventory existing facilities within the City of
Wasilla limits and engage the public in developing the future needs of the
community.

e Conduct an inventory of the City of Wasilla parks and trails

O
O

©

e}

e}
O

o]

Develop, distribute and summarize a Wasilla parks questionnaire
Organize a Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) and conduct meetings to
discuss the project

Develop a project website informing the public about the project and the
public process

Organize a public welcoming event to gather public information about
parks and trails

Prepare a needs assessment for the City of Wasilla parks and trails
Consult National Recreation and Park Association Guidelines for Parks
and Recreation Facilities

Consult City of Wasilla census information for estimated population counts

e Prepare a program for the City of Wasilla parks and trails

O

O

Consult the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Asset Management Plan - “Park,
Recreation and Open Space Plan”
Consult the 1999 Trails Plan and the 1996 Comprehensive Plan

e Prepare schematic designs for future parks and greenbelts (ongoing)

¢ Prepare a comprehensive citywide master plan

o]

o

Prepare a concept level cost analysis (will happen after the schematic
designs are prepared)
Recommend an implementation plan (will happen after the schematic
designs are prepared)



2.0 Methods

2.1 Inventory and Assessment

During this inventory and assessment, the design team used a variety of methods,
which are highlighted below:

Project website

Project questionnaire

Field observation

Collection of draft plans: Iditapark, Curtis D. Menard Memorial Sports Center
and Bumpus Recreational Area

e Aerial photography and topography

® Site parcel / platting information within the City of Wasilla limits

Recognizing that the public was an essential part of the needs and assessment, a
Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) was organized. Several CAG meetings were held
throughout the process. A public welcoming event at the Sports Center included the
public in the planning effort. A project questionnaire was mailed to all of the residents
within the City limits to gather input on the current use of the existing parks and trails
and future needs for park and ftrail facilities. The project website was updated to
maintain public awareness of the project status and contact information.

A list of 20 sites within the City limits was developed and approved by the CAG. A
checklist identifying existing facilities at these sites was developed prior to the field
observations. Each site was photographed to document the current conditions of the
existing facilities. However, the list of sites was condensed down to only include the
sites owned by the City. A chart listing these sites and identifying the amenities within
each park is included in Appendix B.

The design team and the CAG recognized a number of existing recreational facilities
and Matanuska-Susitna Borough schools just outside of the City limits that needed to be
accounted for in the assessment. These schools and Matanuska-Susitna Borough
recreational facilities within two miles of the City limits were surveyed by interviewing
school personnel and utilizing plans and aerial photography to identify existing facilities.
These facilities have been listed in a separate chart titled “Existing Athletic Facilities
(Not City owned),” but have not been included in the “Projected Facility Requirement”
chart because they are not currently owned by the City.

The latest park, recreation, open space and greenway guidelines released by the
National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) appear to have been based on a new
philosophy, with a “systems approach” to community facility planning. The new
approach reconsiders the old notion of a national standard of 10 acres of park land for
every 1,000 people, which has been in place since 1981 and is generally recognized as
deficient in today’s recreation and open space environment.



The new NRPA “systems approach” addresses the following trends:

e Need to accommodate different cultures

Need to include public opinion

Identification of the wellness movement

Establishment of level of service standards

Recognition that the residents of each community should be given the right to
determine the size and use of land set aside for parks and recreation facilities

2.1.1 Project Website

A project web page was established at the beginning of the project. This web page was
linked to the City of Wasilla website under the heading of “What's Up Today”. The link
to the web page was posted on the public questionnaire and handed out at the public
meetings. Throughout the project, the web page was updated with the most current
project data and meeting dates. A screenshot has been included in Appendix A.

2.1.2 Public Questionnaire

The public questionnaire included the project goal, the project team, and eight questions
about citywide parks, trails and right-of-way acquisition. A copy of the questionnaire is in
Appendix A. There was also a place for respondents o write in their comments. It was
mailed to all residents living within the City limits. The City received 101 completed
guestionnaires by June 30, 2007 and the responses are included in Appendix C.

2.1.3 Public meetings

The initial CAG meeting was held on June 25, 2007, and Dave Tutlle was elected as the
chairperson. The CAG approved the list of sites to be inventoried by the design team.

They also gave the design team their input as to what was needed within the City of
Wasilla.

The public welcoming event on September 5, 2007, was advertised in the Frontiersman.
The sports user groups were invited to attend. The design team had two interactive
tables at the event; one for parks and one for trails and greenbelts. The public was
invited to move back and forth between the two tables and provide input. The CAG
meeting agenda and the public welcoming event agenda are in Appendix A.

2.2 Review of Existing information

The following items were reviewed prior to this event and assessment:

. “Wasilla Parks and Recreation Commission, Survey 1, April 1995", prepared by
City of Wasilla Parks & Recreation Commission

° Parks, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines, James D. Mertes,
Ph.D., CLP and James R. Hall, CLP

. Matanuska-Susitna Borough Asset Management Plan, assembly adopted June

2001, prepared by Land Design North

. Wasilla Trails Plan 1999 City Amendment, prepared by Trails advisory
subcommittee, Parks and Recreation Commission, City of Wasilla

. Wasilla Comprehensive Plan Chapter 5- Parks and Recreation Plan, April 1996

. Site visits to all twenty sites



3.0 Findings
3.1 Public Questionnaire Results

The public questionnaire was mailed to each property owner within the City limits, and a
total of 101 questionnaires were returned. The data was recorded to show the actual
number of people responding to each question. A summary of comments shows
additional comments that were written in to the eight questions on the questionnaire.
The design team has posted the total comments provided by the respondents. These
results are included in Appendix C. The results show 57 percent of respondents use city
trails, 81 percent support government funding of parks, and 24 percent regularly use
park and recreation facilities.

3.2 Existing Athletic Facilities

The City owns 30 athletic facilities ranging from indoor ice rink to outdoor MBX track for
bicycles. The twenty existing sites specific to the parks master plan were inventoried to
review the number of existing fields and courts. Sites owned by the City and sites not
owned by the City were noted. The ten schools in the surrounding area were inventoried
by phone to develop a list of facilities provided at each school. Because this information
was taken over the phone, the information was included without field verification. The
existing athletic facilities chart can be found in Appendix C.

3.3 Proposed Athletic Facilities

The City plans to review the existing athletic facilities on an annual basis to identify
needed improvements or additional facilities. Additional facilities may include soccer
and softball fields. Several approved master plans illustrating proposed facilities have
not been constructed. These proposed facilities are listed and categorized by parks
owned and parks not owned by the City. The proposed athletic facilities chart can be
found in Appendix C.

3.4 Projected Facility Requirements

The results show in general that the number of existing facilities is adequate to serve
the City, but as the population grows, additional facilities may be needed. The projected
facility requirements chart uses the National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA)
Standards and the revised local standards from the South Davis master plan for the
Fairbanks North Star Borough completed by PDC, Inc. in June, 1999. Both sets of
standards can be used as a guide for determining the number of facilities that are
needed based on population counts for an area. The future growth for the City was
projected using a three percent growth factor. This chart is included in Appendix C.

3.5 Recommended Classification System for Local and Recreational Open Space

A classification system for local and recreational open space from the Park, Recreation,
Open Space and Greenway Guidelines, written by James D. Mertes and James R. Hall
has been included in Appendix C. This classification system includes a description,
location criteria, and size criteria for each open space classification.



3.6 Park Area Analysis

The City currently has seven parks and a boat launch facility. A brief description and
history of each City park is listed below along with proposed future improvements.
Additionally, a chart was created that includes the classification and acreage for each of
the sites. The chart also recommends the total acres of park area required for the City
based on the original NRPA standard of 6.25 to 10.5 acres per 1,000 people. This chart
can be found in Appendix C.

Iditapark is located at the old Wasilla Airport site on 28 acres along Nelson
Avenue between Lucille Street and Weber Drive. Over the last 10 years, the park
has slowly been built-out. Wonderland Park was constructed with volunteers in
the community as the first park improvement at this site. Since then, the area has
been improved with the Skate Board Park, Honor Garden, Garden of Reflection,
tennis courts, basketball courts, voliey ball sand pits, amphitheater stage,
sledding hill, trails and pavilions. The park also includes a series of ponds and
creek that treat storm water from the downtown area and provide habitat for birds
and ducks in the summer. This park complex has reached a level of completion
but needs future improvements as follows:

Large pavilion structure over Amphitheater stage
Complete paving pathways

Provide lighting for winter time use along path ways
Add pavilions

o 0 0O 0

Nunley Park is located across the street from City Hall between Herning Avenue
and Swanson Avenue. This park is named after Leo M. Nunley, a former Mayor
of Wasilla. This park takes up about three-quarters of a city block and it is
designed to be used by families with small children. It has new playground
equipment and a full size railroad caboose for viewing. Future improvements
include:

o One or two pavilions
o Pave east parking lot

o Improve pathways

o Improve/add new playground equipment

Carter Park is located at the east end of Lake Lucille and it provides lake access
for swimming and canoeing. Carter Park is named after the Carter family who
homesteaded on Lake Lucille and they donated the property for the park. This is
a small park with new playground equipment for small children and it has areas
for picnics.



Newcomb Park is located at the west end of Wasilla Lake along the Parks
Highway. This park is named after Harold Newcomb, a former Mayor of Wasilla.
This park is very popular in the summer for swimming with a sandy beach area
and lake access for canoeing. This park is great for picnics and it has one
pavilion. It also provides winter time recreation where the City maintains an ice
skating rink on the lake. Future improvements include:

o New playground equipment for small children
o Improved lighting for ice skating area

Lake Lucille Park was originally built by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough in 1986
along the south side of Lake Lucille on 80 acres. This park has a large
campground, trails and access to the lake for canoeing. This park has pavilions,
soccer fields and playground equipment for small children. The City is in the
process of obtaining the park from the Borough. Continued master planning is
needed to determine the fuil build-out potential of the park.

Bumpus Ballfields is located along Mystery Avenue in the north part of town. This
park is named after Charlie Bumpus, a former Mayor of Wasilla. Bumpus
Ballfields contains 120 acres of land dedicated for ballfields and trails. This area
is approximately 50 percent built-out with four softball fields, one baseball field
and one soccer field. These fields have been built by volunteer organizations
who in two cases, lease the land from the City and make the fields available to
the public when they are not in use. An equestrian trail is also present within the
120 acre park that is available for all non-motorized uses. Continued master
planning is needed to determine the full build-out potential of the park.

Cottonwood Creek Park was recently acquired by the City. It contains nine acres
along Cottonwood Creek next to the Parks Highway. This area is planned for a
nature trail fo support viewing of the creek. Additional property acquisition could
lead to a trail head on the opposite side of the creek and a pedestrian bridge over
the creek. Master planning is needed for this park as no improvements currently
exist.

Susitna Avenue Boat Launch is located near Carter Park at the east end of Lake
Lucille. It provides the only public access for boat launching on either lake in the
City. This facility has parking one biock away for vehicles and boat trailers. The
boat launch has a simply gravel approach into the lake. Future improvements
include:

o Paved or concrete apron into the lake
o Improved dock tie-down area



4.0 Conclusions and Recommendations

According to the Wasilla Park Master Plan questionnaire, the respondents believe that
city government should provide money for community parks. The primary goal of the
Parks Master Plan is to identify ways to enhance recreational opportunities within the
City limits. This includes enhancing existing parks and frails as well as improving trail
connectivity and creating new parks, as needed. Recommended actions to implement
this goal are outlined below:

4.1 Recommended Actions

Creation of a Volunteer System. The City develop a volunteer system to help
with maintenance of the parks and trails. Excellent examples are the “Adopt a
Park” and “Adopt a Trail” volunteer programs.

Install Welcome Signs at City Gateways. Decorative “Welcome to the City of
Wasilla” signs should be installed at two locations within the City limits. The first
recommended location would be at the western entrance on the Parks Highway.
The second location would be on a private parcel at the eastern entrance of the
Parks Highway.

Creation of Individual Conceptual Park Plans. New conceptual site plans
should be created for Bumpus, Lake Lucille and Cottonwood Creek parks.
Acquisition of lands adjacent to Cottonwood Creek and Lucille Creek would allow
for a continuous trail for cross country skiing, biking, walking and running - similar
to the Coastal Trail in Anchorage.

Park Improvements. The City will continue to identify ways to add
improvements to existing parks. Listed below are recommended improvements:

Iditapark:
e Large pavilion structure over amphitheater stage
e Pave all pathways
e Provide lighting for wintertime use along pathways
e Add pavilions
Nunley Park:
o Add pavilions
o Pave east parking lot
e Improve pathways
® Improve/add new playground equipment

Newcomb Park:
® New playground equipment for small children
® Improve lighting for ice skating area on lake

Susitna Avenue Boat Launch:
e Create paved or concrete apron into Lake Lucille
e improve dock tie-down area



Cottonwood Creek:
e Create parking area accessible from Bogard
® Install bridge to cross Cottonwood Creek
® Create trail through park

e Trail Connectivity. A network of city trails has been designed to link existing
and future neighborhoods, parks, and common open spaces. This trail system
aims to separate vehicular and pedestrian traffic promoting safe pedestrian
movement. In formulating this network, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Asset
Management Plan - Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan was analyzed.
Existing trails from this plan, as well as proposed trails and pathways specifically
linking the City to other outlying areas, were recorded. The Wasilla Trails Plan
1999 City Amendment and the Wasilla Comprehensive Plan 1996 were also
reviewed. The Wasilla Trails Plan 1999 City Amendment will be used to address
the trail systems within the City limits and will be updated as needed. In addition
to the adopted Trails Plan, a trails inventory was conducted as part of this plan,

which noted the existing trails as well as proposed trails throughout the City
limits.

From the Wasilla parks master plan questionnaire it was determined that 57 of 92
people currently use the city trails and want the trails to be designed for muiti-
modal use. A public welcoming event gathered public opinion for future trail
connections throughout the city limits. Thirteen future connecting trail
opportunities are listed below, and are ranked in order of importance. These frails
are also on the Trails Map in Appendix D.

Downtown

Lucas Road

Southwest Wasilla
Lake to Lake

West Holiday Drive
North Beck

Denali Street

Riley Avenue

. Cottonwood Creek Greenbelt
10.Lucille Creek Greenbelt
11.Bumpus Connector
12.South Thomas Street
13.Bumpus Equestrian

CONOO RN =

4.2 Recommended Classification System for Local and Recreational Open Space

The design team has included a classification system for Local and Regional
Recreational Trails from the Parks, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines
by James D. Mertes, Ph.D., CLP and James R. Hall, CLP. This classification system
can be found in Appendix D.
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Flease Tell Us
What You Think!

. Pleass return the
- questionnaires o0

The City of Wasilia
280 East Herning Ave.
- Wasilla, AK 98654.7081

1.

What age groups live in your household?

Preschool {0-5 years}
Elementary {6-11 years}
Middle / High School  {12-18 years}
Young Adult {18-25 years)

Aduit

Do you hike the trails inside the City Limits?

Yes No

How can we make the trail system better?
informational Map Boards at traitheads
Markers / numbering on each traithead
Dedicated R.O.W.

Design for multi-modal use: Walk, Bike, etc.

Why do vou use the trail system in the city?
Recreation / Exercise
Transportation o { from work

Bird watching / nature viewing

I would like to participate in a volunteer trails clean up
maintenance committes?

Yes No

What do you beliave City government should provide money
for?

Community Programs Athletic Fields
Community Parks Trails

What are the best ways to approach R.O.W. acquisition from
private property inferests?

Conservation Easement Land Trust Purchase

Public Dedication Donation/ Tax Write Off

Iy the last 12 months, how often have you or other household
members visited a city park or city recreation facility?

1-5 times 1415 times
6-10 times more than 15 times

Other Comments:
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1. What age groups bve in your household?
Preschool {C-5 years)
Elementary {B-11 years)
SiddledHigh School {12418 years)
Young Adult {(18-25 years)
Adult

2. Do you hike the trails inside tne City Linuls™?

Yy No
3. How can wo make the il systom botier?

Informational Map Boards at traitheads?
Markersinumbering on each trar head
Dedicated R.OW.

Diesigr for mulli-modal use: Walk, Bike, olo,

4. Why do you: use the traid systom in the city?

Recreation / exercise

Transportation to/from work

Birg walching { nature viewing
5. P would participate in a volunteer lrails clean up
maintenance commitice

Yes No
6. What do you believe Ci
provide money for?

sty government sheuld
GCommunity Programs Athictic Fields
Comemunity Parks Trails

7. What are the best ways to approach R.OW.
acquistion from private property interests?

Conservation Easoment
Landg Trust Purchase

Publc Dedication

Daonation / Tax Write OFf

8. in the last 12 months, how often have you or other
household members visiled a oty park or city
recreation faciity?
16 times 11-15 times
6-10 maore than 15
4, Other Commenis:

Project Goal:

To develop 3 masterplan for both
ciywmide WL and open space and
for outdoor recreation {acilitios at
the Mult Use Sports Complex |

o

Project Tearr):
Recre:
Community and Economic z@‘a:vv
Public W
Citizen Advisory i;.m.mt
INH Eng. / Landse ape /\n! ter

Please take 3 moment to

Tell Us...
what you think!

www.cityofwasilla.com

Wasilla Parks
Mas’cerpian

Questionnaire

Plegse take 3 minute
to fill out the attached
postea rd and return to

The City of Wasilla




Citizen’s Advisory Group Meeting Agenda
Wasilla Parks and Trails Master Plan
Wasilla Muiti-Use Sports Complex 7:00 PM, June 26, 2007

1. Introductions
Citizen’s Advisory Group (CAG) Organization
Select Chairperson

2. Description of Project
Intent
Scope of Services

3. Distribute Handout — Binder-Notebook Containing: Minutes, Start-Up Meetings
Public Involvement Plan
Project Web Page
Questionnaire
List of Sites and Site Inventories

4. Update of Activities to date:
Two Initial Kick-off Meetings
Inventory/Photography
Questionnaire
Web Page
Data Base Map(s), (these are to be mounted on wall):
Aerial Map including vegetation and existing conditions
Lots and Roadway Rights of Way
Topography

5. Questions and Input from the CAG Members
6. Future Events: Public Welcoming Event (September 5, 2007)
7. input from Audience — 3 minute limit

8. Adjournment



Citizen’s Advisory Group Meeting Agenda
Wasilla Parks and Trails Master Plan
Wasilla Mutti-Use Sports Complex 6:30 PM, December 13, 2007

1. Purpose of tonight's meeting:
Review and Comment on the Wasilla Parks Master Plan Draft Report
2. Distribute Handout — Draft Report: dated 11-12-2007
3. Review Report Findings:
Four “Welcome to the City of Wasilla” signs
New Schematic Concept Plans for Nunley, Newcomb and Carter Parks
Twelve future connecting trail opportunities
4. Questions and Input from the CAG Members
5. Future Events: Third CAG meeting, mid-February

6. Adjournment



Public Welcoming Event Agenda
Wasilla Parks and Trails Master Plan
Wasilla Multi-Use Sports Complex 7:00 PM, September 5, 2007

1. introductions
Project Description and Goal of tonight's meeting
Project Website: www.cityofwasilla.com
Project E-mail: LA@inh-inc.com

2. Progress to date
Public Questionaire
First CAG Meeting
Inventory of Existing Park Sites
Assessment Charts including Matsu Schools: Cottonwood Creek Elementary
lditarod Elementary
Larson Elementary
Snowshoe Elementary Tanaina Elementary Teeland Middle School Wasilla Jr.
Middie School Burchell High School Wasilla High School
Mat-Su Career & Technical High School

3. Two Interactive Tables
Parks Master Plan Randy Lyons
Trails Map Eric Morey

Invite the public to stop by each table and designate areas where additional
parks and trails are necessary.

4. What's Next:
Project Assessment
Project Program
Second CAG meeting
Public Open House- develop a preferred alternative






List of Sites: Wasilla Parks Master Plan
Updated August 1, 2011

Parks:
Approximate
Acreage

1. Bumpus Recreation Area 120 acres
2. Carter Park at Lake Lucille .65 acres
3. lditapark 28 acres
4. Newcomb Park at Wasilla Lake 5.4 acres
5. Nunley Park (opposite City Hall) 2.25 acres
6. Cottonwood Creek Park (proposed) 9 acres

Additional Recreational Facilities:

1. Susitna Avenue Boat Launch 1.25 acres
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AMENITIES

Bumpus Recreation Area

Carter Park at Lake Lucille

iditapark

‘Newcomb Park at Wasilla

Lake Lucille Park and Campground

Cottonwood Creek Park (proposed)

Susitna Avenue Boat Launch

Major League Baseball - 90°

Little League Baseball - 60°

Softhall

Soccer

Campsites

57

Multi-purpose Fields

Tennis

Volleyball

Full Basketball Court

PSR RN R S

Indoor Skating Rink

Outdoor Skating Rink

ot

Children's Play Equipment®

Swimming

Skateboard Park

BMX Track

Running Track/Staking Oval

Equestrian Trails

Trails

>

o4

Parking

>

Boat Launch

Picnic Shelters

Picnic Tables

Drinking Fountain

Grills

XX |

Showers

Vending Machines

Restrooms

Garbage Cans

Benches

Lights

Flagpole

e x| X







Wasilla Parks Masterplan
uestionnaire - Results

Trere wers 5 1071 questonnaires ratumed. Not all were Blisg ocut oy thelr entirety. The data is broken down

Iy the aotual number of people respording 1o each dem

1. What are the age groups that live in your household?
Freschool (5 yearsy ¥4
Elementary {8-11 years} 2

High Sohool {12-18 years) 24
Yoang Adult {18-25 years; 14
Adutt %4

2. Do you hike the Trails inside the City Limits?

Yes 57

2. How can we make the {rail system better?

informational Map Boords af rathea 35
Barkers/numbenng on 2ach raihesd 23
Dediosted ROW, 248
Design for multbomoda! use Walk, Bike, sl 58
4. Why do you use the trail system in the city?
Recrealioniesarise 7
Transportation n'fom work 8
Bird watchinginature viewing 21

5. P would participate in 3 volunteer trails clean up maintenance commitiee?

Yes _ 34
Mo 48
&. What do you believe City government should provide money for?
City Buiidings £4
87
56
&2

7. ¥hat are the best ways to approach R.OW. acquisilion from private property interesis?

Conserdaton Easements Zf
Lared Trust Purchase 20
Pibtic Dedicaton 28
Donation/Taz Winite OF 37

8. inthe last 12 months, how often have you or other household member visited a city park
ar city recreation facility?

-8 Timws 3%
810 Times 15
11-1% Tumes it

mwore than 15 74



Uasilla Parks Masterplab
QuUEStiophaire - Comments

swing is & summary of comments fron the quastionnaires. They are in no pardcuiar order

§. ¥hat are the age groups that live in vour household?

No Comnents

2. Doyou hi%ﬁe the Trails inside the City Limits?

& 2 peonie £330 - Sometimes & Yery ssldom

® ?'5}55;3-2?:; irais only & §don't know where any e
s Alsle & Ve have rals?
1 How can we make the trail system betler?
e Design for Blali-use s very imporiant & Alctonzeg use
& Exclude vehile/ORVs/! &iwms:gs:%e& 2 & Fesp motorzed vehicias off
& ATV Trails & Advertise
s They are good now & Fespm ;
® Cive 'miles betwesn info on signs & inciude frf‘s*a!z
& Desgn for snow machine/ATVimotoroyals uses
4. Why do you use the trail system in the city?
® FHaver? used frads! & I oeops 53 - Don'tuse
* 1*@3‘9@*&%&%@ hem
s Biks Trads

5. Vwould participate in a volunteer trails clean up maintenancs e&m@iﬂee?

Alrsady dot s S peopie swd - Maybe
e nandicapped s Dontknow
Educsie high schod age kids. Tpick up 35§ can. & Mo Tine
We do this alrsady st volundesrs on our gan s

@ & B %

&. What do you believe City government should provide money for?
#» Zoorts complexes should be private enterpnses, & Sus Syslem
ROADS

Enforce aws wzsyg s place,

2 penpie 53 - Library

Mot the sports comples, s 100 expensive.

Waslls neais x@sst&-{ and sewer before anything elsa

B % B &
@ B B B

7. What are the best ways o approach R.OW. acquisition from private property interests?

& Buyal & Purghase in beu of Taxes a3k Duffy:
& Whataver 2iakes s 3 peopie said - Don't know

& MNeed mors info to make 3 good deoision # Offer fair ragrket valae

& Each sreshas different requirerments e DO ROT DG THISE

& Some of sach ® Unsurs

8. In the last 12 months, how often have you or other househeld member visited 2 ity park
or city recreation facility?
® 7 people said - They have visited § tmes.
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=2 Moretables mof oo
’,rg = *QL‘ ﬁr{.;,{st

s Desmic dearng could make possitie

&

& & & »

% & @« &

# % & B & & & &
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* Children's Play Equipment:
* Community Center:
purposes.

Existing Athletic Facilities

Updated August 1, 2011

Facility

Total Facilities owned by the City

Newcomb Park

Carter Park
Susitna Avenue Boat Launch &

Parking Lot
Cottonwood Creek Park

Lake Lucille Park and
(proposed)

liditapark
Nunley Park
Campground

Major League Baseball- 90°

_.iBumpus Recreation Area

=

jLittle League Basebali- 60°

Softball

- o]

Soccer

Football

Tennis

(O TR FC I S o S O T A N A

Volleyball

|

Fulil Basketbali Court

L= U6 I B AN T R %

indoor Skating Rink

L SR SN 5]

Outdoor Skating Rink

—

Children’s Play Equipment *

[#)]

Rope Course

Community Center *

-~ D

Skateboard Park

BMX Track

LRuﬁniﬂg Track / Staking Oval

Swimming Pool

Typical playground area; may consist of multiple pieces of play equipment.
A meeting place used by members of a community for social, cultural, or recreational



Existing Athletic Facilities
(Not City owned)

Total Facilities not
i Parks not owned by the City of Wasilla Schoois Total School Facilities
Facility 4 4 owned by the City
B = o ] o)
jas] [ © Il Q Ke) — Q
% g g |5 Ix 2l = 5l Bl 5le | 8|85
o & £ b a8 g 8 QB | 9T G| £ law
E @ G o g c| £ £ g o |2 ] S T -
TR I L AR
85 | iz | &g 1@ 1Bz |8 2| e|d|2s |2 B8z
28 - L5 CRE © 5 g ol ol sl g|l 2laxl 3| (58
© 25 i) el E5 o = [ £ c |85 @ = [
x 05l g8 Q = 3] 4 ] z © 8 =gl 5 2 |REe
Beal HI|ES = |2 |88 2§ G| @ & £ o (2] B 2 lg0
S oD [ =) 5 lgs |o@ 5 0 = © c © o |86l 3 T o
TSl o 1oL [ N - (SR D) Sl el e i=2al Al = =
Major League Basebail- 80’ 1 1 1 1.
Littie League Baseball- 60" 3 | 4 o 11 1 1. 7 2
Softball o , 1 o_. !
Soccer 2 | 4 I 1 oA 6 .3
Football - 1 1 Tod ] 0 _— 2
Multi- Purpose Fields . 1 . 1.1 s 9 3
Tennis i B e 0 0
Volleyball B . 0 0.
Full Basketball Court 1 1 1 2 B 0 5
indoor Skating Rink - 1 . 0 . 0
Outdoor Skating Rink o 1 1 o 0 2
Children's Play Equipment * 1 ‘ B 1 101 1 1 La .5
Rope Coarse ) 1 . Q L
Community Center * . L 0 9
Skateboard Park 0 0
{BMX Track , L 0 0
Running Track / Staking Oval 1 0 1
Swimming Pool 1 0 1
* Children's Play Equipment: Typical playground area; may consist of muitiple pieces of play equipment.

* Community Center : A meeting place used by members of a community for social, cultural, or recreational purposes.



Proposed Athletic Facilities

Updated August 1, 2011

Facility

Parks owned by the City of Wasilla

Total Facilities
owned
by the City

Bumpus Recreation Area
Susitna Avenue Boat Launch &
Parking Lot

Cottonwood Creek Park

Lake Lucille Park and
(proposed)

Carter Park
Iditapark
Newcomb Park
Nunley Park
Campground

Major League Baseball- 80’

Little League Baseball- 60'

AV

Softball

Soccer

b N O

Football

o

Multi- Purpose Fields

Tennis

Volleyball

Full Basketball Court

Indoor Skating Rink

QOutdoor Skating Rink

Children’'s Play Equipment *

=N
[N

Rope Coarse

Community Center *

Skateboard Park

BMX Track

Running Track / Staking Oval

Swimming Pool

OO O 0O o0 -0 O 0 0 OO0

* Children's Play Equipment:
* Community Center:
purposes

Typical playground area; may consist of multiple pieces of play equipment.
A meeting place used by members of a community for social, cultural, or recreational



Projected Facility Requirements

Updated August 1, 2011
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g S PS5l e 8 8 8 ¢ §| 81 ¢
o w =g o T 8 2 2 o 1 o1 9 @
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a ki 4 z < LV B o o
o = 2 Py - = 3 o Bl - -
e Wi b - =] = [~ p g 8 g :
2 a. = o~ ~ o~ & - B
B ™~ B :
& - =
IMajor League Baseball- 90° 1/5,000 | 1/20,000 157 | 177 }240 326 | 039 | 044 | 060 | 0gp
Little League Baseball- 60° 1/5,000 | 1/4,000 157 | 177 {240 [326 | 106 | 221 | 300 | agr
Softball 175,000 | 173,500 157 | 177 |240 326 | 224 | 253 | 343 |45
Soccer 1/10,000 | /4,000 078 | 089 J120 f163 | 196 | 221 | 300 | 407
Football 1/20,000 | /15,000 039 | 044 | 060 | 082 | 052 | 059 | 0.80 {400
IMulti- Purpose Fields NoReq. | ‘NoReq.
Tennis 112000 | /6,500 392 | 442 }6.00 | 815 | 121 | 136 | 185 | 51
Volleyball 1/5,000 | NoReq. 157 | 177 240 |326 '
IFull Basketball Court 115,000 | NoReq. 157 | 177 |240 326
ice Hockey, Indoors | NoReq. | 120,000 039 | 044 | 060 loa
ice Hockey / Skating Rink, Outdoors NoReq. | 1'{3,6967 261 | 295 | 400 543
Children's Play Equipment * No Req. No éeq.
Rope Coarse NoReq. | No Req 3
Community Center * NoReg. | NoReg.
Skateboard Park No Req. No Reé.
{BMX Track NoReq. | 1/30,000 B 026 | 030 | 040 | o054
Running Track / Staking Oval NoReq. | 1/15,000 052 | 059 | 080 |100
Swimming Pool 1/20,000 }f}b Req. 0.39 0.44 0.60 |0.82

* Children's Play Equipment:
* Community Center:

Typical playground area; may consist of multiple pieces of play equipment.
A meeting place used by members of a community for social, cultural, or recreational

purposes.

** National Recreation and Park Association "Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines” {The standards should be used
as a guide for short and long term facility planning. The actual quantity of facilities will vary as the needs of the community change.)

* Projected population rates are based on a 3.1% factor. Census information was obtained from hito:/facifinderZ census.qov.




Recommended Classification System for Local & Regional Recreational Open Space

General Description

Location Criteria

Size Criteria

Mini-Park

Used to address limited, isolated or unique recreational needs.

Neighborhood Park

Neighborhood park remains the basic unit of the park system and serves as the recreational and
social focus of the neighborhood. Focus is on informal active and passive recreation.

L.ess than 1/4 mile
distance in residential

_|setting.

Between 2500sq.ft. and
one acre in size,

1/4 to 1/2 mile distance and
uninterrupted by
non-residential roads and
other physical barriers.

5 acres is considered
minimum size, 5-10
acres is optimal.

School-Park

Depending on circumstances, combining parks with school sites can fulfill the space requirements for
other classes of parks, such as neighborhood, community, sports complex and special use.

Determined by focation of
school district property.

variable-depends on
function

Community Park

Serves broader purpose than neighborhood park. Focus is on meeting community-based recreation
needs, as well as preserving unique landscapes and open spaces.

Large Urban Park

Large urban parks serve a broader purpose than community parks and are used when community
and neighborhood parks are not adequate to serve the needs of the community. Focus is on meeting
community-based recreational needs, as well as preserving unique landscapes and open spaces.

Determined by the quality
and suitability of the site.
Usually serves two or more
neighborhoods and 1/2 to 3

mile distance.... o

Determined by the quality and
suitability of the site usually
serves the entire community

As needed to
accommodate desired
uses. Usually between 30
and 50 acres.

As needed to
accommodate desired
uses. Usually a
minimum of 50 acres,
with 75 or more acres

MNatural Resource Areas

Resource availability and

Lands set aside for preservation of significant natural resources, remnant landscapes, open space variable
and visual aesthetics/buffering. . opportunity,

Greenwa ilabili

v Effectively tie park system components together to form a continuous park environment. (Fjgsgrt;‘rﬁ;vanabmty and variable

Sports Complex \ - Strategically l_ocated c?srfarr:cwe%gzaﬁyaeded
Consolidates heavily programmed athletic fields and associated facilities to larger and fewer sites COVT"TT_’U““Y"W'de minimurm of 25 acre
strategically located throughout the community. facilities. being optimal.

Special Use . y _
Cover a broad range of parks and recreation facilities oriented toward single-purpose use. ;/: élgﬁl:eucézpendent on variable

Private Park/Recreation Variable

Facility

Parks and recreation facilities that are privately owned yet contribute to the public park and recreation
system

Variable-dependent on
snecific use




Park Area Analysis

Parks owned by the City Park Approximate
of Wasilla Classification | CXiSting Acreage
2011
Bumpus Recreation Area Sports Complex 120
Carter Park Mini Park 0.65
iditapark Community Park 28
Newcomb Park Neighborhood Park 54
Nunley Park Mini Park 2.25
Cottonwood Creek Park (proposed]) TBD 2
Susitna Avenue Boat Launch & .
Parking Lot Mini Park 1.25
TOTAL 166.55
City of Wasilla Recommended Total Park Area ** (Acres)
Population
7,831 (2010) 49 to 82
8,848 (2014) 55t0 93
12,007 (2024) 75t0 126
16,294 (2034) 102 to 171

Projected Population uses a 3.1% growth factor

*Acreages are approximate

**National Recreation and Park Association "Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines” recommends 6.25 to 10.5
acres per 1,000 population. In 1996, NRPA guidelines were revised to include a Level of Service Standard.






TRAILS MAP

Key.

(T3 BOWNTOWN TRAILY

(&) LUBAS ROAD TRAR

@ SOUTHWEST WASILLA TRAILS
(@) LAKE TO LAKE TRIAL

(E) WEEY HOLIDAY DRIVE TRALL
(@) PECK STREET TRAN.

(@) PENALL BYREET TRAN

SAIERRERRA C1TY LM
GRATENBELTS
PARK / SREENBELT | GATEWAY AGGUISITION

PARKR & RECREATION BITHE

SCHOULY & MAT-BU RECREATIONAL 9ITES

@) RILEY AVENUE TRAIL EXIGTING TRANLE

@) corr GREEK T TRAL PAVED MULTLUSE NON MOTOR VENIOLE
@ LURNLE CREEK GREENBELT TRAN e MULTISE IKCLUDING SHOW MAGHINES
(D BUNPUS CONNTCTOR TRAN. "
) BOUTH THOMAS STREET TAMIL TRIAN TRAIL
@ BUMPUS EQUESTRIAN TRAIL . IHTARGD HISTORIC TRAIL
. Gl s MOTORIZE D ATY
,4 A TRALL vEAD
0 g
il 1D 0N
et i LLLLL - CONNECTING OPPORTUNITIES
M — AN 0 B ML T MER NON MOTOR VEMIGLE
it
. ey :m_ T P WML UEE KON MOTOR VEH, DUTHDE £11Y LIMHS
1 T MULTIUEE INGLUDING SNOWMOBILES
st j - - 1 y W i s MOTORIZE DY ATY
KOS REATRY WAL ARUA
preed poit O RY YNH MULTLUSE NON MOTOR VERIGLE
N o Ly | aiee e
i o o o i~ B N W E PROPUSED BY THNH ATY
¥ ot - v./t; j g ul
H B HELEHEHILLE = =i | »
! ‘i g
AT 2) : 3 | ‘ 0 ’
| | i Ty
o 4 EMERTANY
: T )
AT
7 £2
ol L}
1
YL IR RPORTR
CURPLEK MG Pl ﬁ
- vyl , ..iv:u\: 3 &
- =)
== o s
et LBEILLE ¢ RASK o~

LTy

Wiy arry

AL

I

!

Fom i1k non
ok RN 8 A ATHRY

GRAPHIC SCALE
.ﬁ m 825 “ Bec

(I FEET)

GRAK GereasY

— ~ 7 4

5)
o GATEIAY YR | s




Recommended Classification System for Local & Regional Recreational Trails

Classification General Description L.ocation Criteria Size Criteria
Typically located within a greenway, [Separate trails for pedestrians and bicyclists / in-line skaters: 10
Type | Type | trails are used in situations where use patterns park, or natural resource area foot wide bicycle and in-line skating hard surface trail.
dictate separate paths for pedestrians and bicyclist / in- corridor width varies, with100 feet Separated by a natural landscape median strip, width varies. 8
ine skates. An example would be a trail around an being the recommended minimum foot wide pedestrian hard-surfaced trail.
ntercity lake or along a riverfront. when trail uses g(g_separated) -
‘ ‘ Typically located within a greenway,
. Type Nl Type |l tralls are more suited to lighter use patterns, such  |park, or natural resource area 10 foot wide pedestrian, bicycle, and in-line skating hard-
Park Trails surfaced trail.

(Types |, It, and Il

ias from a housing subdivision to a natural resource area.

(corridor width varies, with 50 feet
being the recommended minimum)

“[Typically located within a natural

16 to 8 foot wide soft-surface trail. Consideration should be given

Type Hi Type Ill trails are suited for areas requiring minimum resource area or special use area  |to augmenting soft-surfaced nature trails with hard-surfaced
impact, such as a nature preserve. such as a nature preserve. ones to allow universal access to all user groups.
Type | trails are used in situations where use patterns Located within the roadway right-of-

Type | dictate separate paths for pedestrians, bicyclist and, if way and designed to accommodate  [10 foot wide hard-surfaced pedestrian, bicycle, and in-line
necessary, in-line skaters An example would be a trail heavy use patterns Iskating trail (8 foot if pedestrian only) both side of the roadway.
within the shoulder of right of way of a collector street or 10 minimum setback from roadway where space permits.
Darkway.

Connector Trails Type Ii trails are suited to lighter use patterns, such asa  JLocated within the roadway right-of-
(Type ! and f) Type H ink between a parkway or thoroughfare and a nearby way and designed to accommodate |10 foot wide hard-surfaced pedestrian, bicycle, and in-line
housing development. multiple uses and skating trail (8 foot if pedestrian only). 10 minimum setback from
or directional use. roadway where space permits.
Bike lanes are designated portions of the roadway for the
Bike Lanes preferential or exclusive use of bicyclists. Bike lanes Designated portion of the roadway 5 foot wide bike lane, both sides of the roadway if possible, and

hould be used in situations where traffic volumes are Etripping
eavy enough to warrant clear separation between the

bicycles and the vehicles.

Bikeways Bike routes are essentially paved shoulders or segments of

Bike Routes the roadway that serve to separate bicyclists from traffic. 4 to 6 foot paved shoulder, both sides of the roadway if possible,

Bike routes (paved shoulders) should be used in Paved shoulder along roadway and stripping
It other situations
All-terrain bike trails are similar to park trails in that they

IAll-Terrain (Mountain) jemphasis a strong relationship to the natural environment. [Natural Resource areas , Trail design to coincide with the standards developed by

Bike Trails [They are most often located within natural resource areas, jgreenways, community parks, and regional park agencies and state resource agencies.
greenways, community parks and special use facilities, ispecial-use areas
such as golf courses.

These trails come in a variety of types and widths to Diagonal style requires a set track, while shate-ski style requires

Cross-Country Skiing jaccommodate two different styles: diagonal style and Natural Resource areas , @ wider packed and groomed surface. Trail lengths vary

Trails skate-ski. Similar to park trails, they should have a greenways, community parks, and considerably, with loops ranging from a few te 10 or more
strong emphasis on the natural environment. special-use areas kilometers. Since quality and safety are important to all skiers, a

few well groomed trails are preferable to extensive but poorly
maintained ones. Trail design should coincide with the
Other standards :

Equestrian Trails

Equestrian trails are usually grass or woodchip. In some
instances, cross-country ski trails are used for horseback
riding during the summer.

Natural Resource areas ,
greenways, community parks, and
special-use areas

Trail length varies considerably, with foops extending out 10
miles or more. There are no specific standard for how many
miles of trail should be developed within a given community.
Trail design should coincide with the standards developed by
regional park agencies and state resource agencies.

Motorized ATV trails are located in the roadway rights-of - |

Motorized ATV Trails |ways and should be on the opposite side of the roadway Roadway rights-of ways N/A
as the pedestrian / bicyclist trail.
Historical Trails Historic trail used for the Iditarod Dog Race Original Route N/A
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WASILLA PLANNING COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2011

I CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Wasilla Planning Commission was called to order at 7:00 PM
on Tuesday, September 27, 2011, in Council Chambers of City Hall, Wasilla, Alaska by
A.C. Buswell, lll, Chairman.

1. ROLL CALL

Commissioners present and establishing a quorum were:
Vacant, Seat A
Mr. Daniel Kelly, Jr., Seat B
Mr. Steven DeHart, Seat C
Mr. Doug Miller, Seat D
Ms. Glenda Ledford, Seat E
Mr. Clark Buswell, Seat F
Mr. Robert Webb, Seat G

Staff in attendance were:
Mr. Bert Cottle, Deputy Administrator
Mr. Archie Giddings, Public Works Director
Ms. Tina Crawford, City Planner
Ms. Sandra Connolly, Public Works Clerk
Ill. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
A. Commissioner Miller led the Pledge of Allegiancé.
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
GENERAL CONSENT:  The agenda was approved as presented.
V. REPORTS
A. City Attorney

No report given.

B. City Council

Mr. Giddings:

° stated legislation was introduced to the City Council that will budget money for
the Downtown Water Station and also to further study the float plane base at the
airport;

City of Wasilla September 27, 2011

Regular Planning Commission Meeting Minutes Page 10f4



C.

stated the Valley Performing Arts lease was approved to renew for another two —
ten year terms;

stated legislation was passed to acknowledged that the lditapark property was
donated by the Snider Family; and

stated an ethics code was brought up at the City Council meeting and a task
force will be created to have a more comprehensive study.

City Planner

No report given

D.

City Public Works Director

Mr. Giddings stated they are making progress at the airport with the pioneer road to the
sports complex and Swanson is coming along and the paving is scheduled for Sunday.

E.

City Deputy Administrator

Mr. Cottle:

@

VL

handed out a copy of legislation from the Matanuska-Susitna Borough for School
District in support of a new Wasilla library;

stated that the post office is looking at property near Home Depot and that a few
businesses are looking at moving into the City Limits; and

stated there are two tasks forces looking for volunteers: septic task force and
local emergency planning committee.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (five minutes per person, for items not scheduled for
public hearing)

No one present.

Vil

A

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes of September 13, 2011, meeting.

GENERAL CONSENT:  Minutes were approved as presented.

Vil
A.

1.

NEW BUSINESS (five minutes per person)
Public Hearing

Resolution Serial No. 11-13: Recommending that the Wasilla City Council
adopt the proposed City of Wasilla Parks Master Plan.

Chair Buswell opened the public hearing on Resolution Serial No. 11-13.

City of Wasilla September 27, 2011
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With no one present the public hearing was closed.

MOTION:  Commissioner Kelly moved to approve Resolution Serial No. 11-13 as
presented.

Discussion moved to the Commission.
VOTE: The motion to approve Resolution Serial No. 11-13 passed unanimously.

Recess — took a five minute recess to set up for the Planning Commission Training at
7:23 PM.

Returned from recess at 7:27 PM and continued with the training session.
B. Planning Commission Training

Started the session at 7:27 PM and ended the session at 8:06PM

X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

There was no unfinished business.

IX. COMMUNICATIONS
No statements made regarding the following items.

A. Permit Information
B. Enforcement Log

X.  AUDIENCE COMMENTS

No one present.

Xll. STAFF COMMENTS

No comments.

Xil. COMMISSION COMMENTS

Commissioner Miller asked for more information about recent development in the City.

Ms. Crawford stated there was one land use permit for a gym and a cell tower
application that will be brought to the Planning Commission for approval.

Commissioner Ledford asked if the Borough was going to help monetarily with the new
library.
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Mr. Giddings stated they will not help with money but have donated the property.

Commissioner DeHart stated he appreciated all the Planning Commission training
information Ms. Crawford put together and brought forward.

Commissioner Kelly stated he appreciated the information provided for the Planning
Commission training.

Chair Buswell appreciated everyone showing up tonight and the information provided
was helpful.

Xill. ADJOURNMENT

The regular meeting adjourned at 8:22 PM.

ATTEST: %/ Al
A.C. BUSWELL, lll, Chairman
Ja)«wuh Vaeun

TAHIRIH KLEIN, Planning Clerk

Adopted by the Wasilla Planning Commission October 11, 2011.
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