
By: Planning 
Amended: 10/24/2011 

Adopted: 10/24/2011 

CITY OF WASILLA 
RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 11-42(AM) 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WASILLA CITY COUNCIL ADOPTING THE CITY OF 
WASILLA PARKS AND TRAILS MASTER PLAN. 

WHEREAS, the City of Wasilla has been considering adoption of a City of 

Wasilla Parks and Trails Master Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the City employed qualified planning consultants to assist the 

Wasilla Parks and Recreation Commission and staff in the process of drafting a Parks 

and Trails Master Plan through a number of public workshops and discussions held 

periodically at regular Parks and Recreation Commission meetings, Planning 

Commission meetings, and public workshops since the beginning of the planning 

process; and 

WHEREAS, comments received through the public process have been 

incorporated into the Parks and Trails Master Plan, to the greatest extent possible so 

that it is representative of the needs, wishes, and desires of the City residents. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wasilla City Council, after due 

consideration of the proposed Parks and Trails Master Plan, public testimony, and other 

pertinent information brought before them, hereby approves the City of Wasilla Parks 

and Trails Master Plan, attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

ADOPTED by the Wasilla City Council on Octobe 2011. 

e-----1 
ATTEST:~ 

~~to 
RIGHT, Mayor 

[SEAL] 
KRISTIE SMITHERS, MMC, City Clerk 

VOTE: Harris, Holler, Katkus, Menard, Sullivan-Leonard and Woodruff in favor 
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Adopted by Resolution Serial No. 11-42 (AM) 
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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

The City of Wasilla contracted with Tryck Nyman Hayes, Inc. landscape 
architects to prepare a comprehensive master plan that will create a long-term 
plan for existing and future citywide parks, greenbelts and trails. This plan serves 
as a long range vision ( 5 to 20 year time frame) for future development and 
programming. 

1.2 Scope and Objectives 

The objective of this project is to inventory existing facilities within the City of 
Wasilla limits and engage the public in developing the future needs of the 
community. 

• Conduct an inventory of the City of Wasilla parks and trails 

o Develop, distribute and summarize a Wasilla parks questionnaire 
o Organize a Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) and conduct meetings to 

discuss the project 
o Develop a project website informing the public about the project and the 

public process 
o Organize a public welcoming event to gather public information about 

parks and trails 
o Prepare a needs assessment for the City of Wasilla parks and trails 
o Consult National Recreation and Park Association Guidelines for Parks 

and Recreation Facilities 
o Consult City of Wasilla census information for estimated population counts 

• Prepare a program for the City of Wasilla parks and trails 

o Consult the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Asset Management Plan .. "Park, 
Recreation and Open Space Plann 

o Consult the 1999 Trails Plan and the 1996 Comprehensive Plan 

• Prepare schematic designs for future parks and greenbelts (ongoing) 

• Prepare a comprehensive citywide master plan 

o Prepare a concept level cost analysis (will happen after the schematic 
designs are prepared) 

o Recommend an implementation plan (will happen after the schematic 
designs are prepared) 



2.0 Methods 

2.1 Inventory and Assessment 

During this inventory and assessment, the design team used a variety of methods, 
which are highlighted below: 

• Project website 
• Project questionnaire 
• Field observation 
• Collection of draft plans: lditapark, Curtis D. Menard Memorial Sports Center 

and Bumpus Recreational Area 
• Aerial photography and topography 
• Site parcel/ platting information within the City of Wasilla limits 

Recognizing that the public was an essential part of the needs and assessment, a 
Citizen Advisory Group (GAG) was organized. Several GAG meetings were held 
throughout the process. A public welcoming event at the Sports Center included the 
public in the planning effort. A project questionnaire was mailed to all of the residents 
within the City limits to gather input on the current use of the existing parks and trails 
and future needs for park and trail facilities. The project website was updated to 
maintain public awareness of the project status and contact information. 

A list of 20 sites within the City limits was developed and approved by the CAG. A 
checklist identifying existing facilities at these sites was developed prior to the field 
observations. Each site was photographed to document the current conditions of the 
existing facilities. However, the list of sites was condensed down to only include the 
sites owned by the City. A chart listing these sites and identifying the amenities within 
each park is included in Appendix B. 

The design team and the GAG recognized a number of existing recreational facilities 
and Matanuska-Susitna Borough schools just outside of the City limits that needed to be 
accounted for in the assessment. These schools and Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
recreational facilities within two miles of the City limits were surveyed by interviewing 
school personnel and utilizing plans and aerial photography to identify existing facilities. 
These facilities have been listed in a separate chart titled "Existing Athletic Facilities 
(Not City owned)," but have not been included in the "Projected Facility Requiremene 
chart because they are not currently owned by the City. 

The latest park, recreationJ open space and greenway guidelines released by the 
National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) appear to have been based on a new 
philosophy, with a "systems approachn to community facility planning. The new 
approach reconsiders the old notion of a national standard of 1 0 acres of park land for 
every 1,000 people, which has been in place since 1981 and is generally recognized as 
deficient in today's recreation and open space environ~ment. 

2 



The new NRPA "systems approach" addresses the following trends: 
• Need to accommodate different cultures 
• Need to include public opinion 
• Identification of the wellness movement 
• Establishment of level of service standards 
• Recognition that the residents of each community should be given the right to 

determine the size and use of land set aside for parks and recreation facilities 

2.1.1 Project Website 

A project web page was established at the beginning of the project. This web page was 
linked to the City of Wasilla website under the heading of "What's Up Today". The link 
to the web page was posted on the public questionnaire and handed out at the public 
meetings. Throughout the project, the web page was updated with the most current 
project data and meeting dates. A screen shot has been included in Appendix A. 

2.1.2 Public Questionnaire 

The public questionnaire included the project goal, the project team, and eight questions 
about citywide parks, traits and right-of-way acquisition. A copy of the questionnaire is in 
Appendix A. There was also a place for respondents to write in their comments. It was 
mailed to all residents living within the City limits. The City received 101 completed 
questionnaires by June 30, 2007 and the responses are included in Appendix C. 

2.1.3 Public meetings 

The initial GAG meeting was held on June 25, 2007 f and Dave Tuttle was elected as the 
chairperson. The CAG approved the list of sites to be inventoried by the design team. 
They also gave the design team their input as to what was needed within the City of 
Wasilla. 

The public welcoming event on September 5, 2007, was advertised in the Frontiersman. 
The sports user groups were invited to attend. The design team had two interactive 
tables at the event; one for parks and one for trails and greenbelts. The public was 
invited to move back and forth between the two tables and provide input. The CAG 
meeting agenda and the public welcoming event agenda are in Appendix A. 

2.2 Review of Existing Information 

The following items were reviewed prior to this event and assessment: 
• "Wasilla Parks and Recreation Commission, Survey 1, April 1995", prepared by 

City of Wasilla Parks & Recreation Commission 
• Parks, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines, James D. Mertes, 

Ph.D., CLP and James R. Hall, CLP 
• Matanuska-Susitna Borough Asset Management Plan, assembly adopted June 

2001, prepared by Land Design North 
• Wasilla Trails Plan 1999 City Amendment, prepared by Trails advisory 

subcommittee, Parks and Recreation Commission, City of Wasilla 
• Wasilla Comprehensive Plan Chapter 5- Parks and Recreation Plan, April 1996 
• Site visits to all twenty sites 
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3.0 Findings 

3.1 Public Questionnaire Results 

The public questionnaire was mailed to each property owner within the City limits, and a 
total of 101 questionnaires were returned. The data was recorded to show the actual 
number of people responding to each question. A summary of comments shows 
additional comments that were written in to the eight questions on the questionnaire. 
The design team has posted the total comments provided by the respondents. These 
results are included in Appendix C. The results show 57 percent of respondents use city 
trails, 81 percent support government funding of parks, and 24 percent regularly use 
park and recreation facilities. 

3.2 Existing Athletic Facilities 

The City owns 30 athletic facilities ranging from indoor ice rink to outdoor MBX track for 
bicycles. The twenty existing sites specific to the parks master plan were inventoried to 
review the number of existing fields and courts. Sites owned by the City and sites not 
owned by the City were noted. The ten schools in the surrounding area were inventoried 
by phone to develop a list of facilities provided at each school. Because this information 
was taken over the phone, the information was included without field verification. The 
existing athletic facilities chart can be found in Appendix C. 

3.3 Proposed Athletic Facilities 

The City plans to review the existing athletic facilities on an annual basis to identify 
needed improvements or additional facilities. Additional facilities may include soccer 
and softball fields. Several approved master plans illustrating proposed facilities have 
not been constructed. These proposed facilities are listed and categorized by parks 
owned and parks not owned by the City. The proposed athletic facilities chart can be 
found in Appendix C. 

3.4 Projected Facility Requirements 

The results show in general that the number of existing facilities is adequate to serve 
the City, but as the population grows, additional facilities may be needed. The projected 
facility requirements chart uses the National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) 
Standards and the revised local standards from the South Davis master plan for the 
Fairbanks North Star Borough completed by PDC, Inc. in June, 1999. Both sets of 
standards can be used as a guide for determining the number of facilities that are 
needed based on population counts for an area. The future growth for the City was 
projected using a three percent growth factor. This chart is included in Appendix C. 

3.5 Recommended Classification System for Local and Recreational Open Space 

A classification system for local and recreational open space from the Park, Recreation~ 
Open Space and Greenway Guidelines, written by James D. Mertes and James R. Hall 
has been included in Appendix C. This classificatiQn system includes a description, 
location criteria, and size criteria for each open space classification. 
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3.6 Park Area Analysis 

The City currently has seven parks and a boat launch facility. A brief description and 
history of each City park is listed below along with proposed future improvements. 
Additionally, a chart was created that includes the classification and acreage for each of 
the sites. The chart also recommends the total acres of park area required for the City 
based on the original NRPA standard of 6.25 to 10.5 acres per 1,000 people. This chart 
can be found in Appendix C. 

• lditapark is located at the old Wasilla Airport site on 28 acres along Nelson 
Avenue between Lucille Street and Weber Drive. Over the last 10 years, the park 
has slowly been built-out. Wonderland Park was constructed with volunteers in 
the community as the first park improvement at this site. Since then, the area has 
been improved with the Skate Board Park, Honor Garden, Garden of Reflection, 
tennis courts, basketball courts, volley baU sand pits, amphitheater stage, 
sledding hill, trails and pavilions. The park also includes a series of ponds and 
creek that treat storm water from the downtown area and provide habitat for birds 
and ducks in the summer. This park complex has reached a level of completion 
but needs future improvements as follows: 

o Large pavilion structure over Amphitheater stage 
o Complete paving pathways 
o Provide lighting for winter time use along path ways 
o Add pavilions 

• Nunley Park is located across the street from City Hall between Herning Avenue 
and Swanson Avenue. This park is named after Leo M. Nunley, a former Mayor 
of Wasilla. This park takes up about three-quarters of a city block and it is 
designed to be used by families with small children. It has new playground 
equipment and a full size railroad caboose for viewing. Future improvements 
include: 

o One or two pavilions 
o Pave east parking lot 
o Improve pathways 
o Improve/add new playground equipment 

• Carter Park is located at the east end of Lake Lucille and it provides Jake access 
for swimming and canoeing. Carter Park is named after the Carter family who 
homesteaded on Lake Lucille and they donated the property for the park. This is 
a small park with new playground equipment for small children and it has areas 
for picnics. 
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• Newcomb Park is located at the west end of Wasilla Lake along the Parks 
Highway. This park is named after Harold Newcomb, a former Mayor of Wasilla. 
This park is very popular in the summer for swimming with a sandy beach area 
and lake access for canoeing. This park is great for picnics and it has one 
pavilion. It also provides winter time recreation where the City maintains an ice 
skating rink on the lake. Future improvements include: 

o New playground equipment for small children 
o Improved lighting for ice skating area 

• Lake Lucille Park was originally built by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough in 1986 
along the south side of Lake Lucille on 80 acres. This park has a large 
campground, trails and access to the lake for canoeing. This park has pavilions, 
soccer fields and playground equipment for small children. The City is in the 
process of obtaining the park from the Borough. Continued master planning is 
needed to determine the full build-out potential of the park. 

• Bumpus Ballfields is located along Mystery Avenue in the north part of town. This 
park is named after Charlie Bumpus, a former Mayor of Wasma. Bumpus 
Ballfields contains 120 acres of land dedicated for ballfields and trails. This area 
is approximately 50 percent built-out with four softball fields, one baseball field 
and one soccer field. These fields have been built by volunteer organizations 
who in two cases, lease the land from the City and make the fields available to 
the public when they are not in use. An equestrian trail is also present within the 
120 acre park that is available for all non-motorized uses. Continued master 
planning is needed to determine the full build-out potential of the park. 

• Cottonwood Creek Park was recently acquired by the City. It contains nine acres 
along Cottonwood Creek next to the Parks Highway. This area is planned for a 
nature trail to support viewing of the creek. Additional property acquisition could 
lead to a trail head on the opposite side of the creek and a pedestrian bridge over 
the creek. Master planning is needed for this park as no improvements currently 
exist. 

• Susitna Avenue Boat Launch is located near Carter Park at the east end of Lake 
Lucille. It provides the only public access for boat launching on either lake in the 
City. This facility has parking one block away for vehicles and boat trailers. The 
boat launch has a simply gravel approach into the lake. Future improvements 
include: 

o Paved or concrete apron into the lake 
o Improved dock tie-down area 

6 



4.0 Conclusions and Recommendations 

According to the Wasilla Park Master Plan questionnaire, the respondents believe that 
city government should provide money for community parks. The primary goal of the 
Parks Master Plan is to identify ways to enhance recreational opportunities within the 
City limits. This includes enhancing existing parks and trails as well as improving trail 
connectivity and creating new parks, as needed. Recommended actions to implement 
this goal are outlined below: 

4.1 Recommended Actions 

• Creation of a Volunteer System. The City should develop a volunteer system 
to help with maintenance of the parks and trails. Excellent examples are the 
"Adopt a Parkn and "Adopt a Trailn volunteer programs. 

• Install Welcome Signs at City Gateways. Decorative "Welcome to the City of 
Wasilla" signs should be installed at two locations within the City limits. The first 
recommended location would be at the western entrance on the Parks Highway. 
The second location would be on a private parcel at the eastern entrance of the 
Parks Highway. 

• Creation of Individual Conceptual Park Plans. New conceptual site plans 
shouJd be created for Bumpus, Lake Lucille and Cottonwood Creek parks. 
Acquisition of lands adjacent to Cottonwood Creek and Lucille Creek would allow 
for a continuous trail for cross country skiing, biking, walking and running- similar 
to the Coastal Trail in Anchorage. 

• Park Improvements. The City will continue to identify ways to add 
improvements to existing parks. Listed below are recommended improvements: 

lditapark: 
• Large pavilion structure over amphitheater stage 
• Pave all pathways 
• Provide lighting for wintertime use along pathways 
• Add pavilions 

Nunley Park: 
• Add pavilions 
• Pave east parking lot 
• Improve pathways 
• Improve/add new playground equipment 

Newcomb Park: 
• New playground equipment for small children 
• Improve lighting for ice skating area on lake 

Susitna Avenue Boat Launch: 
• Create paved or concrete apron into Lake Lucille 
• Improve dock tie-down area 
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Cottonwood Creek: 
• Create parking area accessible from Bogard 
• Install bridge to cross Cottonwood Creek 
• Create trail through park 

• Trail Connectivity. A network of city trails has been designed to link existing 
and future neighborhoods, parks, and common open spaces. This trail system 
aims to separate vehicular and pedestrian traffic promoting safe pedestrian 
movement. In formulating this network, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Asset 
Management Plan - Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan was analyzed. 
Existing trails from this plan, as well as proposed trails and pathways specifically 
linking the City to other outlying areas, were recorded. The Wasilla Trails Plan 
1999 City Amendment and the Wasilla Comprehensive Plan 1996 were also 
reviewed. The Wasilla Trails Plan 1999 City Amendment will be used to address 
the trail systems within the City limits and will be updated as needed. In addition 
to the adopted Trails Plan, a trails inventory was conducted as part of this plan, 
which noted the existing trails as well as proposed trails throughout the City 
limits. 

From the Wasilla parks master plan questionnaire it was determined that 57 of 92 
people currently use the city trails and want the trails to be designed for multi
modal use. A public welcoming event gathered public opinion for future trail 
connections throughout the city limits. Thirteen future connecting trail 
opportunities are listed below, and are ranked in order of importance. These trails 
are also on the Trails Map in Appendix D. 

1. Downtown 
2. Lucas Road 
3. Southwest Wasilla 
4. Lake to Lake 
5. West Holiday Drive 
6. North Beck 
7. Denali Street 
8. Riley Avenue 
9. Cottonwood Creek Greenbelt 
10. Lucille Creek Greenbelt 
11. Bumpus Connector 
12. South Thomas Street 
13. Bumpus Equestrian 

4.2 Recommended Classification System for Local and Recreational Open Space 

The design team has included a classification system for Local and Regional 
Recreational Trails from the Parks, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines 
by James D. Mertes, Ph.D., CLP and James R. Hall, CLP. This classification system 
can be found in Appendix D. 
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me 

(~~bout Us 

ublic Ouestioonake 

alendar 

About Us 

Project Team: 

Recreation and Cultural Services Dept. 

Community and Economics Development Dept 

Department of Public Works 

Citizen Advisory Group 

Tryck Nyman Hayes. Inc. !ditapark 

This project includes an inventory of the existing trails and an assessment of areas 
where trails are needed to promote connectivity throughout the city. 
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Contact Us 

Tryck Nyman Hayesf Inc .. 

Anchorage and Wasilla Offices 

Tryck Nyman Hayes, Inc. 
851 East West Point Drive 
Suite 309 
Wasilla, AK 99654 
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atendat 

Please return the 
nHoe.iilr;t'1n~11Ft~c: t!Y 

The of VJasma 

Questionnaire 

What age groups live in your household? 

Preschool 

Elementary 

Middle I High School (12~iR years) 

Young Adult (18*25 years) 

Adult 

2. Oo you hike the trails inside the City Limits? 

Yes No 

3. How can we make the trail system better? 

Informational Map Boards at traUheads 

Markers I numbering on each trailhead 

Dedicated R.O.W. 

Design for muiti»modal use: Walk, Bike, etc. 

4. Why do you use the trail system in the city? 

Recreation I Exercise 

Transportation to f from work 

Bird watching I nature viewing 

290 East Ave. 5. I would like to participate in a volunteer trails clean up 

maintenance committee? AK 

Yes No 

6. What do you believe City government should provide money 

for? 

Community Programs Athletic Field'; 

Community Parks Trails 

1. What are the best ways to approach R.O.W. acquisition from 

private property interests? 

Conservation Easement Land Trust Purchase 

Public Dedication Donation/ Tax Write Off 

8. In the last 12 months. how often have you or other household 

members visited a city park or city recreation facility? 

1-5 times 11 .. 15times 

6-10 times more than 15 times 

9. Other Comments: _________ _ 
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Calendar 
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30 

Schedule of Events 
09.05.1)1* Public Welcoming Event at the MUSC 

7-9pm 
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Citizen's Advisory Group Meeting Agenda 
Wasilla Parks and Trails Master Plan 
Wasilla Multi-Use Sports Complex 7:00 PM, June 26, 2007 

1. Introductions 
Citizen's Advisory Group (CAG) Organization 
Select Chairperson 

2. Description of Project 
Intent 
Scope of Services 

3. Distribute Handout- Binder-Notebook Containing: Minutes, Start-Up Meetings 
Public Involvement Plan 
Project Web Page 
Questionnaire 
List of Sites and Site Inventories 

4. Update of Activities to date: 
Two Initial Kick-off Meetings 
Inventory/Photography 
Questionnaire 
Web Page 
Data Base Map(s), (these are to be mounted on wall): 
Aerial Map including vegetation and existing conditions 
Lots and Roadway Rights of Way 
Topography 

5. Questions and Input from the GAG Members 

6. Future Events: Public Welcoming Event (September 5, 2007) 

7. Input from Audience- 3 minute limit 

8. Adjournment 
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Citizen's Advisory Group Meeting Agenda 
Wasilla Parks and Trails Master Plan 
Wasilla Multi-Use Sports Complex 6:30 PM, December 13, 2007 

1. Purpose of tonight's meeting: 
Review and Comment on the Wasilla Parks l\4aster Plan Draft Report 

2. Distribute Handout- Draft Report: dated 11-12-2007 

3. Review Report Findings: 
Four "Welcome to the City of Wasilla" signs 
New Schematic Concept Plans for Nunley, Newcomb and Carter Parks 
Twelve future connecting trail opportunities 

4. Questions and Input from the CAG Members 

5. Future Events: Third CAG meeting, mid-February 

6. Adjournment 
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Public Welcoming Event Agenda 
Wasilla Parks and Trails Master Plan 
Wasilla Multi-Use Sports Complex 7:00 PM, September 5, 2007 

1. Introductions 
Project Description and Goal of tonight's meeting 
Project Website: www.cityofv;asma .com 
Project E-mail: LA@tnh-rnc.com 

2. Progress to date 
Public Questionaire 
First GAG Meeting 
Inventory of Existing Park Sites 
Assessment Charts including Matsu Schools: Cottonwood Creek Elementary 
lditarod Elementary 
Larson Elementary 
Snowshoe Elementary Tanaina Elementary Teeland Middle School Wasilla Jr. 
Middle School Burchell High School Wasilla High School 
Mat-Su Career & Technical High School 

3. Two Interactive Tables 
Parks Master Plan Randy Lyons 
Trails Map Eric Morey 
Invite the public to stop by each table and designate areas where additional 
parks and trails are necessary. 

4. What's Next: 
Project Assessment 
Project Program 
Second GAG meeting 
Public Open House- develop a preferred alternative 
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list of Sites: Wasilla Parks Master Plan 
Updated August 1, 2011 

Parks: 

1. Bumpus Recreation Area 

2. Carter Park at Lake Lucille 
3. lditapark 
4. Newcomb Park at Wasilla Lake 
5. Nunley Park (opposite City Hall) 
6. Cottonwood Creek Park (proposed) 

Additional Recreational Facilities: 

1. Susitna Avenue Boat Launch 

B-1 

Approximate 
Acreage 

120 acres 

.65 acres 
28 acres 

5.4 acres 
2.25 acres 

9 acres 

1.25 acres 
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.... iX m ·~ c a. 
AMENITIES L.. 

. ~· · ...•.•.. fl.. s... m ·~ Q) . .. 
u . ·.·• tO (Q · .. · 

Ql .·. :s 
• 

...• 
Q, · ... ..:.:: w :!:! 1oM (I) ·· •• s:: . .. ··.· .. 

a:: 
.···•···· 

., ..c ra 
.... 

L.i cu ..... 
E 0.. u > :•···· 

Vl 
. i< ·•·.~ '.·.· 

:J 0 ~ 
·-a <( 

:c., 0 m .· ..• 

E 
.·.· . u 0 I 3 ·u c • 

z 
u 

·. OJ :l ~ :!:! .. 
· .. 

co ... z ....., c .., 
0 :s GJ ·. 

Cl) .:g .+' ·.· ....., 
.... m 0 ...I u . · ..... 

Major League Baseball- 90° 1 

Little League Baseball- 60° 

Softball 4 

Soccer 1 2 

Campsites 57 

Multi-purpose Fields 1 

Tennis 2 

Volleyball 3 

Full Basketball Court 4 

Indoor Skating Rink 

Outdoor Skating Rink 1 1 

Children's Play Equipment* X X X X X 

Swimming X 

Skateboard Park X 

BMXTrack X 

Running Track/Staking Oval 

Equestrian Trails X 

Trails X X X 

Parking X X X X X X X 

Boat Launch X 

Picnic Shelters 2 1 3 

Picnic Tables X X X X X 

Drinking Fountain X 

Grills X X X X X 

Showers 

Vending Machines 

Restrooms X X X X X X 

Garbage Cans X X X X X X 

Benches X 

Lights X X 

Flagpole X 
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Pa 
Questionnaire -

Actu~l" 

1. Wtut ar-~ t:tle ~ groups m~t live ~n your hous~ho!d? 
Pr~S;:-htB~ (C1_5 ye:trs 1 
E::M:~rYt3f'j HJ~ 1 t yii'ars; 
M?::.kti~IH;gh Schoc~ vE<srs\ 

Adul! l_ tS-2:- yi:af$-~ 

:t Do you hlk~ the Tr.:iil-s msid~ t~ City limits? 
v~ 

Ho 

3. How can~ m~~ ttw tnil system bett~f? 

12 
12 
24 
t4 
94 

51 
35 

lrfom'iZfb~cr·tal f>,bp 8oo3r'ds at tr~Hh~.lds 36 
Ms."'k:~s/n~mi:"*rir;<;; on ~3~h tJ3r±ht-Zid 23 
~:;~:s::-.3!~ R~O __ ''r~~~t 20 
:~s.ign f.:>r murtK"nod<i:c us~: ~Na!k. g,r..~. "?t~ 58 

4. Vihy do you use- t~ tr~il system in the city? 
~~fo?:.ffit~~n ·~>'~reis-: 

7r .an sport3tJ.o<"'> to:from wo;i>t 
71 

8 
21 

5. i would p.Mtioipate in a voioot~r tr~.liis dean up nh!int~nanoe e~i~~&? 
Yes 34 
No 48 

6. What do you ~t~ Crty go~nt shoukl FOvidE< roo~ fof'? 
e uifdir'-·{!S. 64 

Cornnt"'ni"ty Pari>is 
S~i-ffi'~ftis-

1. ~tare the best w~s to approach R.O.W. ~uisition from priv3te pr~rty interests? 
Cors~"v.lteon Eas<?fl1~1ts 2f 
t3rr;:i Tr"""St Purcha-s~ 40 
Public C~1i~'\tioo 28 
Donat~r-iT 4( Vtfrite G~ 3-7 

8. !n th(!> l:1st 12 months, ~ oftE.>n" hav~ you or oth~¥ hoUM'hotd mern~r visit~d ~ city park 
or city r~ue~tion facility? 

~---f. T~m~s 

~-10T1m~s 
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Was:· Parks t1ascerp/an 

2. Do you hik~ the Trails inside the City Umits'> 
• 2 ~~c¥!,e. 'S~ld - S.:;n"c~bm~s 

• Hlstor."~ :r4iJs c¥1ry 
• ~~ irttle 

• E".ctud~ v~h,:;l-?IORVs: Mc•torcydes. €:"t,;; 

• ATVTr:tAs 

4. Why do you use the tr.aii system in the city? 
• f-' ;ntirn't us~:j tr:t;~sJ 

• I h.:~verft us'?O tMe~ 

• Al~J'f:iy d•;;t 

• l'n1 i":~!');:hc.Jpp~ 
• Ed!Jcate p<d\. up 35 Cln 

.1:1. vo!unte~s on ou' own tin~ 

• S~w~tts COf1iple!ieS should b~ pnv.:lte enterpnse~. 
• Er:,for~ lYNS xre::v:tt !n 
• :! pe--c;ple SJl<d- L;!:,rary 
tt t<~o: th~ S}:¢~;;S t=OO~pi~:t" J!"S tOO elf,c~m~~>ve 

• ll/Jls~u~ ~~d5 wa_t>!"f ~f'¥::1 se-u~r 

•- \l'llj:tt~vet tt '!3-k~s 
• t~~d more mfo to m.Jl:,~ a 'Q~:l d~~;sicr-, 
• E~:h Me.l h.l'S dlff~ent reqwr~n~nts 

• Some of e-~dl 

*' S~OOm 
• l aon·t kruN \\1!1~~ ~ny .Jre 
• 'N~h,av~ 

• K~ rn'OtOf"Zitd ~.·E-hides off 
• in·::;~ud1? motori:ed v~ict,es 

• e p~s;~~ y;d - fv13yoe 

• Oorft kr.:'Ow 
• NoTm~ 

• Si.iS 

• ROADS 

• NON2 
• 'NtthJr, the 

• PUcrch.l~ Jieu of Tax~s fask 
• 3 peop.t~ S3~ ~ Oon't "¥,."1ow 
• Off1:r faH· m~rket ¥31~ 
• DONOT 

8. in the last 12 months, how often have you or other bous~hold men'l~r visited a city p.ark 
or city rt:ereation facility? 

• 7 
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preogr~ cf !and 3t:':~~?S,,t%"""/U,~:ltf7<1·~ ~~Y!~~~n~ t:ri:J''C<eitt'i~S 
acita,oent to iT:~ bk~. 

• D·:.:"t't wast~ our mor.;::y 
• Tt-c.3 .. ,•~s fc~ tnt: ma'ntert3noe 

n~::;~:: to P'"~~t 
nlJke :p;:r~s3:o<'>: 

to inforrr~tion 3~t Wf!';~rf?: 

• Lart~ lucdie TraJ s !T:'E'SS 

• ~«II: r~s:.rot~1S 3t0unct 
• P1E>.l~ rr;3~e !l':~ 'C/':f tt~re t':¥{;."""";;:~rr."l~ 

• an ~$fi.t;?~1 
• to 

• P.l+~s 3~ tr3l!s are gr~at 

• 
• \\"~ r~o l lrl:it sys~~ "'or rrK:ttooz~~ ~hcei·f:S c~~~:~ra·t~·c~ 
• ?a~ road~ce ~~fs * 

• 
• dotf1 feei S3f~ on tn\#s 
• \"'{!'t.:X: ,;;<toes RCJ V'-i ttl£-30., 

• Get 
• K~1 
• 
• T'l"·-s cSa 
• C();"\'!3C1 and \'l'Q(!t \"i th Jandc~~:rs. 
• O·OT :c%-rq:~tt;,f t~ Parks ~ji"'tf"'·f£%•~· ... 

•~'~~a 

One ¥'i.lm~ng and th~o ""'''~ ..... H,r'kM tr~, 

iiT~<;;r~·"i"'··~A''H""' A rv u~rs·' 

• 't.'l;: ne~d to h3·.-~ a 'tr3r! co,.'T,:!<"""' ft.t: rr<:~onzea vehtc~s 

¥that R Oj,'1l ·s·' 

or;.J~. am •::Crlt)e·m~:! a~! .~.,:r~a~~ tr.rt'C:mad 1£.!'•~"';~ •• ""'.;"' 
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Existing Athletic Facilities 
Updated August 1, 2011 

Facility Total Facilities owned by the City 

oCS 
.c 
0 c ro 

co :J ·c 
(1) co ..::£ 0 
'- _J '- E <( 

(ii -o co 
c c a.. (J) 

0 0 co ..::£ ~ 

~ 
co .::s:. (1) -o 

.::s:. (J) !o... (1) ~ 

(J) co '- co !... !o... :::J () !... co c a..-o c (1) 0 
(]) .::s:. a.. .::s:. (])..,... (J) c: -o (])..._. 

!... ~c 0::: !... ..a co ~.3 ;::::J o-co 0... 0 0 o-o (J) 

(/} 0... .::s:. E s35 ciO ..J 
!-. COOl :::J !-. 

<( :::J !-. co 0 >- c c _JOl co (/} (/} 0.. 0 ~ 0.. (1) 0.. ~::2 <DE 00. ·- t ...... E t .ffi $ c {/)\..... .::s:.m ::::::o to g :::J co :0 
(1) :::J :::J m 0!..... :::JQ. 

co () z z (J)O.... _jo u.S ()(j) 

Major League Baseball- 90' 1 1 

Little League Baseball- 60' 0 0 
r---

Softball 4 4 

Soccer 1 2 1 4 

Football 0 

Multi- Purpose Fields 1 1 

Tennis 2 2 

Volleyball 3 3 

Full Basketball Court 4 4 

Indoor Skating Rink 1 1 

Outdoor Skating Rink 1 1 2 

Children's Play Equipment* 1 1 1 1 1 5 

Rope Course 0 

Community Center* 1 1 2 

Skateboard Park 1 1 

BMXTrack 1 1 

Running Track I Staking Oval 1 1 

Swimming Pool 0 

Typical playground area; may consist of multiple pieces of play equipment * Children's Play Equipment: 
* Community Center: A meeting place used by members of a community for social, cultural, or recreational 

purposes. 
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Facility 

Softball 

Football 

Existing Athletic Facilities 
Not City owned) 

----------------------------~------

- 2:' 0 0 ,_ co co ">. _g 0 - 0 
- ID 2i § ~ ?:- z::. 'E._.. um o o ..c:. 
~~ 5, E 1il :R ~ s ~ ~ (f) :g -5 ~ ~s 
:I !B (3 ~ u (J) 1i3 ..!!? ~ ~ ~ ~ (f) a;~ 
~ -c -; -:® .!!! 1rl "0 2::' ~ ~ UJ ..!!? :g I .!2' ~ * I 
::.:s cuE a.:: 0:: 8cu OJ - 25 UJ :2...: ::c :Eo-
:2 ~ a. ·- "0 g cu ~ ..... UJ ..c:. cu "0 '""') = ~ 

.&. (i; -' cu -' !::: c: ffi ] c: !:? .5 c: Jl'! o m ~ ::.:s 'E 
(/) -o £ .g e 

1 

j c: ro o E ,_ o ,:: cu ll! ·- o -5 'iii U? ..c:. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l!1 I~~ 8 crJ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~- ~ ~ 
I I _J 

3 J J 4 1 1 

2 4 

Total Facilities not 
owned bv the City 

0 

6 

0 -

0 

0 

Total School Facilities 

--~ 

2 

3 

• 0 I ---f--+--1--+--····f----- . ··-·+····-------+-- ..... :........................................... -, 

Volleyball 

Court 

Indoor Skating Rink 
····+-·---·---I···-------1 

Q~!.~~~r Skating Rink 1 

.~-~i.l~.~~-r:.'~~-~l~X-~quipment ~ 

~.?.!?..~ __ gg·~-~~~------------ ----1----l----1-----·--··--···l····--- I I I 1 

Community Cent~!_:' __ 
•••-•••·"""'""""'"""""''''""""''"''"---+------+-- -·---·---•l-- "' '""" -~·''"'"'""""''~ 

-~~~t-~-~-~~E~_E'-~~--------------- ----+--~-----------------------1 --t----+-----------~------ ··---+·······----+ 

BMX Track -----t- t------·--··· ····1··········---~-····------1-------t----J--·--t---t---+-

Running Track I Stakifl.~ Q_v~i __ 1 ...... , .... + ... , .. , .. + ............... -+ 

Swimming Pool 

* Children's Play Equipment: 
* Community Center : 

Typical playground area; may consist of multiple pieces of play equipment. 
A meeting place used by members of a community for social, cultural, or recreational purposes. 

0 

1 
-~ .. -

0 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1.() 

0 



Proposed Athletic Facilities 

Facility 

Major League Baseball- 90' 

little League Baseball- 60" 

Softball 

Soccer 

Football 

Multi- Purpose Fields 

Tennis 

Volleyball 

Full Basketball Court 

Indoor Skating Rink 

Outdoor Skating Rink 

Children's Play Equipment* 

Rope Coarse 

Community Center* 

Skateboard Park 

BMXTrack 

Running Track I Staking Oval 

Swimming Pool 

*Children's Play Equipment: 
* Community Center: 
purposes 

Updated August 1 J 2011 

Parks owned by the City of Wasi II a 

"0 
Q) 
s:: 

oCS ~ 
..c 0>. 
(.) U)=: c CDO (lJ :J 

Q) (lJ .::s:. ECD !.... ...J !.... 

<( cr; ""0 (lJ ::.s::::. 
c c a.. (.)+d 

0 0 ro .::s:. C"G>. 
~ 

m .::s:. (]) u..a 
.::s:. Q) !.... (]) 

Q) ro !.... (ij !.... 
!.... ::J a..'"'O 0 

(.) ro .::s:. c +J 
Q) .::s:. a.. !.... 

Q)....., (]) c '"'0 0 
0:: !.... 

...Q ro > 0 =::J o-- ...... ro a.. <(...J (.) 0 o-o 
a.. .::s:. E ~ 3i en !.... COO> ::J !.... 

::J !.... (lJ 0 >. c c _J0> c 0 0.. (]) a. (.) <D a. oc.. 
E t:: 12 ~ c .:t::£2 (]) E :::a en ,._ .::s:.ro ::J ro :.0 

Q) ::J ::J(O 0!.... 

CD 0 z z Cf)[L ~0 oE= 
0 

2 2 

4 4 

4 4 

0 
-------

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Typical playground area; may consist of multiple pieces of play equipment. 
A meeting place used by members of a community for social, cultural, or recreational 

C-6 



Projected Facility Requirements 
Updated August 1, 2011 

Facility 

Major League Baseball- 90' 

Little League Baseball- 60' 

Softball 

Soccer 

Football 

Multi- Purpose Fields 

Tennis 

Volleyball 

Full Basketball Court 

Ice Hockey, Indoors 

Ice Hockey I Skating Rink, Outdoors 

Children's Play Equipment* 

Rope Coarse 

Community Center * 

Skateboard Park 

BMXTrack 

Running Track I Staking Oval 

Swimming Pool 

*Children's Play Equipment: 
* Community Center: 

.. .. 
rJ) 

~ 
ro 
"0 
r:: 
ro 

00 
~ 
'(3 
It! 

Lt. 
<( 
0.. 
a:: 
z 

1/5,000 

1/5,000 

1/5,000 

1/10,000 

1/20,000 

No Req. 

1/2,000 

1/5,000 

1/5,000 

NoReq. 

No Req. 

No Req. 

No Req. 

No Req. 

No Req. 

NoReq. 

NoReq. 

1/20,000 

·.··· 
~ 
0 

< ~ ~ < 
< ·.·. 

.?;- ...... < < ~ ·.·. (!;! 

0 (") (Q 

""" 
'¢ 

...... 
-o u (Q '<:!" 0 en (") 

c: (10 
.~ ;; Q) ~ (Q 0 N ,.: .· 

Q) :5 of N' u) of :5 c: ,... ...... c: 

~ 
>- . 2 c: .2 c: >- .c m .2 c: c: .E .c 
"0 1U .2 .2 1G 

"i3 "0 Q) 3 -m iii "5 '; 
3 «l Q) c: 0. 3 :; c. 3 u. c := 0 Q. 0 c. 

c: ~ 0 D.. 0 Q. Q. 
D... 0 

m 0 D.. 0 0 0. 1;/) iii D. fl. 1i ·. a: 1;/) 

~ ::l iii ;; ... ~ 0 ii) tfi a w 0 w .e ·o <( . w UJ < . 0 "i3 . 
It! ro . . co 

·:.1!: ~ u. 1;/) rJ) 1;/) 
f/1 "0 1;/) "'0 "'0 "0 -o Q) "0 (I) 

0 en "'0 Q) Q) ·(!) (!) 
£ 

(I) Q) Q) Q) Q) ·s;: U) Q) z z z ~ · ... · z 
ro U) 0 z '¢ 'It 
0 ·x 0. -.:t ~ 0 ,... 

0 0 0 N (") ..... 0 
:5 w n: ..-

N 
0 0 0 N 0 N N ::J N 

.C\t 
0 

(IJ 

1/20,000 1 0 1.57 1.77 2.40 3.26 0.39 0.44 

114,000 0 2 1.57 1.77 2.40 3.26 1.96 2.21 
.· .. · .. · .. 

·.•. 

1/3,500 4 4 1.57 1.77 2.40 3.26 2.24 2.53 
· .. 

· .. 

114,000 4 4 0.78 0.89 1.20 1.63 1.96 2.21 

1/15,000 0 0 0.39 0.44 0.60 0.82 0.52 0~5f! 

··.· 
NoReq~ 1 0 ..... 

·.···.· 

1/6,500 2 0 3.92 4.42 6.00 8.15 1.21 1;36 · .. 

·· .. ·.· 

NoReq. 3 0 1.57 1.77 2.40 3.26 · .. 

NoReq. 4 0 1.57 1.77 2.40 3.26 .. 

1/20,000 1 0 0.39 0.44 ··. 
·. · •• · 

113,000 2 0 2.61 2.95 

NqReq. 5 1 

NoReq. 0 0 

NoReq. 2 0 

NoReq. 1 0 ··. 

1/30,000 1 0 0.26··· 0;30 

1/15,000 1 0 0.52 0.59 

NoReq~ 0 0 0.39 0.44 0.60 0.82 

Typical playground area; may consist of multiple pieces of play equipment. 
A meeting place used by members of a community for social, cultural, or recreational 
purposes. 

·. 

< ,.... 
0 
0 
N' .... 
c :···I 
·~ .. 
:3 
Q. 
0 a.. 
·~ 
w 
(I) 
't:l 
II) 
Q) 

z 
(") ..,.. 
0 
N 

0:60 

3.00 

3.43 

3.00 
.· ... · 

0.80 

li 
.. 

1.85 

• · ••• · 

·. 

0.60 

4.00 

·.· 

... .• . 

. .. · ·.·. 

0.40 

0.80 

** National Recreation and Park Association "Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines" (The standards should be used 
as a guide for short and long term facility planning. The actual quantity of facilities will vary as the needs of the community change.) 

" Projected population rates are based on a 3.1% factor. Census information was obtained from http://factfinder? .census.gov 
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'!;~" 
(» •:-.. •• 
...... .. 
c.·· . 
0 

~ 
"3 
0. 
0 
0.. 
..... 
0 
w 
0 
'D 
(!) 
Q) 

z 
·co 
N 
0 
N 

· ... . ·· 

·.· 

·nc82 

·4.01 

.·· 

4B6 

4.07 
·.· 

109 

2.51 

0.82 

5.43 

.. 

.··. 

0.54 
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Recommended Classification System for Local & Regional Recreational Open Space 

General Description Location Criteria Size Criteria 
Less than 1/4 mile 

Mini-Park 
Used to address limited, isolated or unique recreational needs. 

distance in residential Between 2500sq.ft. and 
setting. one acre in size. 

1/4 to 1/2 mile distance and 
Neighborhood Park Neighborhood park remains the basic unit of the park system and serves as the recreational and uninterrupted by 5 acres is considered 

social focus of the neighborhood. Focus is on informal active and passive recreation. non-residential roads and minimum size, 5-10 
other physical barriers. acres is optimal. 

School-Park Depending on circumstances, combining parks with school sites can fulfill the space requirements for 
Determined by location of variable-depends on other classes of parks, such as neighborhood, community, sports complex and special use. 
~2hQQL9.~!r!9tP1QQef1Y..:_ ________ function 
Determined by the quality As needed to 

Community Park and suitability of the site. accommodate desired 
Serves broader purpose than neighborhood park. Focus is on meeting community-based recreation Usually serves two or more uses. Usually between 30 
needs, as well as preserving unique landscapes and open spaces. neighborhoods and 1/2 to 3 and 50 acres. 

mile rli~t~nr:A 
co 
u 

As needed to 

Large Urban Park 
Large urban parks serve a broader purpose than community parks and are used when community Determined by the quality and accommodate desired 
and neighborhood parks are not adequate to serve the needs of the community. Focus is on meeting suitability of the site usually uses. Usually a 
community~based recreational needs, as well as preserving unique landscapes and open spaces. serves the entire community minimum of 50 acres, 

with 75 or more acres 
,., .......... ,.,...,.~,~•••-~·• .......,.,........,_~~-~'~''""''""~m•••""""......,,..."""'~""'~"-'"~""~'~ '" ·~-"·"~"~·•••·~'"''' ~'"'"'""'"""""'~,.,...,~, .. ,,_ .. ,~. -"'"' ... ~ ..... , .... ..,.,.~ .. ., ..... _...~, ·-·~··-~---~ ........ -.-...••. -"'"""~---

Natural Resource Areas Lands set aside for preservation of significant natural resources, remnant landscapes, open space Resource availability and variable 
and visual aesthetics/bufferino. opportunity. 

-·--~ .................. ~~~~·~'""'·""'~'~""'""'"~·~MM'-"""""'"" 

Greenways 
Effectively tie park system components together to form a continuous park environment. 

Resource availability and 
variable 

-- !------------·-·--·-··········-·····----·-·--·-········ .. ····----·-""""············----.. - -- .QP..P.Ql:!!:L!JJ!Y.~ •• --··--·-·--····-·--·------·-
Determined by projected 

Strategically located 
Sports Complex 

Consolidates heavily programmed athletic fields and associated facilities to larger and fewer sites community~wide 
demand. Usually a 
minimum of 25 acre 

strategically located throughout the community. facilities. 
b~J~.ft.!:?P..!i~~L _______________ 

··---~---~~~~~-·~---~~- --~~~....,_,.,,....,,~•~"''"""""""'""'""'""'""""'"""-..m"~"'"'"''""'"~"""'""'-,...'_,...'......, .. """~.,......._,..,.,.,,.~~-..,...,...,..,..,......,.....,-,..........,..,.. 

Special Use 
Cover a broad range of parks and recreation facilities oriented toward single-purpose use. 

Variable-dependent on 
variable 

m.>'~'""""'...........,~"""-"-''..._,·"~'~"''-''~"'"""•""""~"'".....,..,..........,.,.,.,.,......,.,.~..-,.,......., ....... ,.,._..,. ................ ..,...-~•··•,......-..•-,....----..-,.....,-,.- • 
specific use. 

·~~~~ .. -·-····~ .... ~---· .... ~.~-·-~ 

Private Park/Recreation Parks and recreation facilities that are privately owned yet contribute to the public park and recreation Variable-dependent on Variable 
Facility system soecific use. • ... 



Park Area Analysis 

Parks owned by the City Park 
Approximate 

of Wasilla Classification 
Existing Acreage 

2011 

Bumpus Recreation Area Sports Complex 120 

Carter Park Mini Park 0.65 

lditapark Community Park 28 

Newcomb Park Neighborhood Park 5.4 

Nunley Park Mini Park 2.25 

Cottonwood Creek Park (proposed) TBD 9 

Susitna Avenue Boat Launch & 
Mini Park 1.25 Parking Lot 

TOTAL 166.55 

City of Wasilla Recommended Total Park Area ** (Acres) 
Population 

7,831 (2010) 49 to 82 

8,848 (2014) 55 to 93 

12,007 (2024) 75 to 126 

16,294 (2034) 102 to 171 

Projected Population uses a 3. 1 % growth factor 

*Acreages are approximate 
**National Recreation and Park Association "Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines" recommends 6.25 to 10.5 

acres per 1,000 population. In 1996, NRPA guidelines were revised to include a Level of Service Standard. 
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Classification General Description location Criteria Size Criteria 

Park Trails 
(Types I, II, and Ill) 

Connector Trails 
(Type I and II) 

Bikeways 

Other 

lfypel 

lfype II 

lfype Ill 

I trails are used in situations where use patterns 
separate paths for pedestrians and bicyclist I in

line skates. An example would be a trail around an 
intercity lake or along a riverfront. 

II trails are more suited to lighter use patterns, such 
a housing subdivision to a natural resource area. 

Ill trails are suited for areas requiring minimum 
impact, such as a nature preserve. 

Typically located within a greenway, 
park, or natural resource area 
(corridor width varies,·with100 feet 
being the recommended minimum 
when trail uses are separated) 

Typically located within a greenway, 
park, or natural resource area 
(corridor width varies, with 50 feet 
being the recommended minimum) 

1 ypically located within a natural 
resource area or special use area 
such as a nature preserve. 

l;:)eloarate trails for and bicyclists I in-line skaters: 10 
wide bicycle in-line skating hard surface trail. 

ISepar·ateid by a natural landscape median strip, width varies. 8 
wide pedestrian hard-surfaced trail. 

10 foot wide bicycle, and in-line skating hard-
lsurfaced 

augmenting soft-surfaced nature trails with nor·n-"'"'""'"''rl 
to allow universal access to all user groups. 

lrype I 
1Type I trails are used in situations where use patterns 
!dictate separate paths for pedestrians, bicyclist and, if 
lne1::es>sa1'Y in-line skaters An example would be a trail 

shoulder of right of way of a collector street or 

Located within the roadway right-of
jway and designed to accommodate 
heavy use patterns 

1 o foot wide hard-surfaced pedestrian, bicycle, and in-line 
~kating trail (8 foot if pedestrian only) both side of the roadway. 
1 0 minimum setback from roadway where space permits. 

lfype II 110 foot wide hard-surfaced pedestrian, bicycle, and in~line 
skating trail (8 foot if pedestrian only). 10 minimum setback from 
roadway where space permits. 

Bike lanes are designated portions of the roadway for the 
Bike Lanes preferential or exclusive use of bicyclists. Bike lanes !Designated portion of the roadway 15 foot wide bike lane, both sides of the roadway if possible, and 

should be used in situations where traffic volumes are stripping N 

Bike Routes 

heavy enough to warrant clear separation between the 
bicycles and the vehicles. 

Bike routes are essentially paved shoulders or segments of 
he roadway that serve to separate bicyclists from traffic. 
Bike routes (paved shoulders) should be used in !Paved shoulder along roadway 

!All· Terrain (Mountain) 
.Bike Trails 

!all other situations 

~
ll~terrain bike trails are similar to park trails in that they 
mphasis a strong relationship to the natural environment. 
hey are most often located within natural resource areas, 
reenways, community parks and special use facilities, 

such as golf courses. 

r.
hese trails comeina·-varfe1Y-·aTtypesa-r1dwidths to 

Cross~Country Skiing ccommodate two different styles: diagonal style and 
lfrails kate~ski. Similar to park trails, they should have a 

strong emphasis on the natural environment. 

Natural Resource areas , 
igreenways, community parks, and 
'special~use areas 

Natural Resource areas , 
.Qreenways, community parks, and 
!special~use areas 

~ to 6 foot paved shoulder, both sides of the roadway if possible, 
~nd stripping 

~rail design to coincide with the standards developed by 
regional park agencies and state resource agencies. 

Diagonal style requires a set track, while shate~ski style requires 
~ wider packed and groomed surface. Trail lengths vary 
ponsiderably, with loops ranging from a few to 10 or more 
kilometers. Since quality and safety are important to all skiers, a 
'ew well groomed trails are preferable to extensive but poorly 
maintained ones. Trail design should coincide with the 
standards 

6 

1----- Equestrian trails are usually grass or woodchip. In some Trail length varies considerably, with loops extending ouCfo __ _ 
Equestrian Trails instances, cross~country ski trails are used for horseback Natural Resource areas , miles or more. There are no specific standard for how many 

riding during the summer. greenways, community parks, and miles of trail should be developed within a given community. 
special-use areas Trail design should coincide with the standards developed by 

regional park agencies and state resource agencies. 

Motorized ATV Trails 1 ~!~~~!!~~·~~~~-~~~~~c~~~~~~;!h~J~-~~~~%-;~~~~~;·:··r--.. ·-·-··~ .. --.... ··--~~:·~~:~--;i~-~;~-~o-;~:~: ........ . 
N/A 

as the pedestrian I bicyclist trail. 
f---- -------·--·····--······" --~--- l 

Historical Trails Historic trail used for the lditarod Dog Race Original Route N/A 
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CITY OF WASILLA 
LEGISLA TJON STAFF REPORT 

RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 11-42: A RESOLUTION OF THE WASILLA CITY 
COUNCIL ADOPTING THE CITY OF WASILLA PARKS MASTER PLAN,. 

Agenda of: October 24, 2011 
Originator: Planning 

Date: October 11 J 2011 

Route to: Department 

X Recreation and Cultural Services Manager 

Chief of Police 

X Public Works Director 

X Interim Deputy Administrator 

X Finance Director 

X City Clerk 

FISCAL IMPACT: 0 yes$ 
Account name/number: 
Attachments: 

or [8J no Funds Available D yes 0 no 
None 
Proposed Resolution Serial No. 11-42 ( 1 p) 
Exhibit A (41 pp) 
WPC Resolution Serial No. 11-13 (43 pp) 
WPC Minutes- September 27, 2011 (4 pp) 

SUMMARY STATEMENT: Over the past few years, the City Parks and Recreation 
Commission, a citizen's advisory group, and Tryck Nyman Hayes (now URS) conducted 
numerous meetings, workshops, and public hearings to prepare a draft Parks Master Plan. 
In addition, a joint meeting with the Parks and Recreation Commission and the Planning 
Commission was held on August 9, 2011 to discuss the draft Plan. 

The recommendations and suggestions provided at the August 9, 2011 joint meeting have 
been incorporated into a final draft Plan. The final draft Plan was reviewed by the Planning 
Commission on September 13, 2011 and by the Parks and Recreation meeting on 
September 14, 2011. Both commissions indicated support of the final draft Plan with a few 
minor revisions at their respective meetings. On September 27, 2011, the Planning 
Commission voted unanimously to approve the draft Parks Plan. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution Serial No. 11-42. 

City of Wasilla Legislation Staff Report Page 1 of 1 



By: Planning 
Public Hearing: 09/27/11 

Adopted: 09/27/11 

WASILLA PLANNING COMMISSION 
RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 11-13 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WASILLA PlANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDING 
THAT THE WASILLA CITY COUNCIL ADOPT THE PROPOSED CITY OF WASILLA 
PARKS MASTER PLAN. 

WHEREAS, the City of Wasilla and the Parks and Recreation Commission have 

been considering the creation of a Parks Master Plan since June 2007; and 

WHEREAS, the City employed qualified planning consultants to assist the 

Wasilla Parks and Recreation Commission and staff in the process of creating the Parks 

Master Plan through a number of public workshops and discussions held periodically at 

regular WasiHa Parks and Recreation Commission and Planning Commission meetings 

and joint meetings since the beginning of the planning process; and 

WHEREAS, it was recognized that public input is an essential part of the needs 

and assessments, a Citizens Advisory Group was organized and held several meetings 

throughout the process; and 

WHEREAS, comments received through the pubric process have been 

incorporated into the Parks Master Plan, to the greatest extent possible so that it is 

representative of the needs, wishes, and desires of Wasilla residents; and 

WHEREASJ the Wasilla Planning Commission now believes that the final draft is 

complete and ready for review and adoption by the Wasilla City Council. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wasilla Planning Commission, 

after due consideration of the proposed Parks Master Plan, public testimony, and other 

pertinent information brought before them, hereby recommend that the Wasilla City 

City of Wasilla 
Page 1 of2 

Resolution Serial No. 11-13 



Council adopt the proposed Parks Master Plan, attached hereto as Exhibit A and 

incorporate by reference the 1999 Trails Plan originally adopted as part of the 1996 

Comprehensive Plan in November 1998 and also adopted as part of the 2011 

Comprehensive Plan in June 2011. 

ADOPTED by the Wasilla Planning Commission on September 27, 2011. 

A. C. Buswell, Ill, Chairman 

VOTE: Passed Unanimously 

CityofWasilla Resolution Serial No.11-13 
Page2of2 
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August 9, 2011 



Project Team: 

Archie Giddings 
Jim Holycross 
Bruce Urban 
Sandra Garley 
Norm Gutcher 
Jill Kovalsky 
Burt Lent 
Randy Lyons 

agiddings@ci.wasma.ak.us 
jholycross@ci.wasilla.ak.us 
burban@ci.wasilla.ak.us 
sgarley@ci. wasilla.ak. us 
normg@tnh-inc.com 
jillk@tnh-inc.com 
burtl@tnh-inc.com g3d@gci.net 
randyl@tnh-inc. com 

Permanent Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) Members: 

Kristi Shea 
Don Shiesl 
Vickie Wehe 
Dave Tuttle 
Colleen Sullivan-Leonard 
Joan Matthews 
Rob Sande 
Dan Feltz 
John Haley 

shea628@mtaonline.net 
sshiesl@gci.net 
wehe2go@alaska.com 
tuttle@mtaonline.net 
csleonard@hotmail.com 
joanandmatt@hotmail.com 
aksande@mtaonline.net 
daniel@mtaonline.net 
john_f_haley@akd.uscourts.gov 

"As Needed" Members 

Pete Powell Barbara Peryam Janice Williams Jim Hayes Brenda Carr John Luster 

"Resource" Parties 

Diane Keller 



Table of Contents 

1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Background 
1 .2 Scope and Objectives 

2.0 Methods 

2.1 Inventory and Assessment 
2.1.1 Project Website 
2.1 .2 Public Questionnaire 
2.1.3 Public Meetings 
2.2 Review of Existing Information 

3.0 Findings 

3.1 Public Questionnaire Results 
3.2 Existing Athletic Facilities 
3.3 Proposed Athletic Facilities 
3.4 Projected Facility Requirements 
3.5 Recommended Classification System for Local and Recreational Open 

Space 
3.6 Park Area Analysis 

4.0 Conclusions and Recommendations 

4.1 Recommended Actions 
4.2 Recommended Classification System for Local and Recreational Open 

Space 

5.0 Bibliography 

6.0 Appendix A 

Project Website 
Project Questionnaire 
Citizen Advisory Group Meeting Agenda 
Public Welcoming Event Agenda 

7.0 Appendix B 

List of Sites 
City of Wasilla Context Map 
Parks Inventory 



8.0 Appendix C 

Questionnaire Results 
Questionnaire Comments 
Existing Athletic Facilities 
Proposed Athletic Facilities 
Projected Facility Requirements 
Recommended Classification System for Local and Regional Recreational Open 

Space 
Park Area Analysis 

9.0 Appendix D 

City of Wasilla Trails Map 
Recommended Classification System for Local & Regional Recreational Trails 
Trails Cross-section 



1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

The City of Wasilla contracted with Tryck Nyman Hayes, Inc. landscape 
architects to prepare a comprehensive master plan that wm create a long-term 
plan for existing and future citywide parks, greenbelts and trails. This plan serves 
as a long range vision (5 to 20 year time frame) for future development and 
programming. 

1.2 Scope and Objectives 

The objective of this project is to inventory existing facilities within the City of 
Wasilla limits and engage the public in developing the future needs of the 
community. 

• Conduct an inventory of the City of Wasilla parks and trails 

o Develop, distribute and summarize a Wasilla parks questionnaire 
o Organize a Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) and conduct meetings to 

discuss the project 
o Develop a project website informing the public about the project and the 

public process 
o Organize a public welcoming event to gather public information about 

parks and trails 
o Prepare a needs assessment for the City of Wasilla parks and trails 
o Consult National Recreation and Park Association Guidelines for Parks 

and Recreation Facilities 
o Consult City of Wasilla census information for estimated population counts 

• Prepare a program for the City of Wasilla parks and trails 

o Consult the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Asset Management Plan- "Park, 
Recreation and Open Space Plan" 

o Consult the 1999 Trails Plan and the 1996 Comprehensive Plan 

• Prepare schematic designs for future parks and greenbelts (ongoing) 

• Prepare a comprehensive citywide master plan 

o Prepare a concept level cost analysis (will happen after the schematic 
designs are prepared) 

o Recommend an implementation plan (will happen after the schematic 
designs are prepared) 



2.0 Methods 

2.1 Inventory and Assessment 

During this inventory and assessment, the design team used a variety of methods, 
which are highlighted below: 

• Project website 
• Project questionnaire 
• Field observation 
• Collection of draft plans: lditapark, Curtis D. Menard Memorial Sports Center 

and Bumpus Recreational Area 
• Aerial photography and topography 
• Site parcel/ platting information within the City of Wasilla limits 

Recognizing that the public was an essential part of the needs and assessment a 
Citizen Advisory Group (GAG) was organized. Several CAG meetings were held 
throughout the process. A public welcoming event at the Sports Center included the 
public in the plannjng effort. A project questionnaire was mailed to all of the residents 
within the City limits to gather input on the current use of the existing parks and trails 
and future needs for park and trail facilities. The project website was updated to 
maintain public awareness of the project status and contact information. 

A list of 20 sites within the City limits was developed and approved by the GAG. A 
checklist identifying existing facilities at these sites was developed prior to the field 
observations. Each site was photographed to document the current conditions of the 
existing facilities. However, the list of sites was condensed down to only include the 
sites owned by the City. A chart listing these sites and identifying the amenities within 
each park is included in Appendix B. 

The design team and the CAG recognized a number of existing recreational facilities 
and Matanuska-Susitna Borough schools just outside of the City limits that needed to be 
accounted for in the assessment. These schools and Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
recreational facilities within two miles of the City limits were surveyed by interviewing 
school personnel and utilizing plans and aerial photography to identify existing facilities. 
These facilities have been listed in a separate chart titled "Existing Athletic Facilities 
(Not City owned)," but have not been included in the "Projected Facility Requirement" 
chart because they are not currently owned by the City. 

The latest park, recreation, open space and greenway guidelines released by the 
National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) appear to have been based on a new 
philosophy, with a Hsystems approachH to community facility planning. The new 
approach reconsiders the old notion of a national standard of 1 0 acres of park land for 
every 1,000 people, which has been in place since 1981 and is generally recognized as 
deficient in today's recreation and open space environment 



The new N RPA "systems approach" addresses the following trends: 
• Need to accommodate different cultures 
• Need to include public opinion 
• Identification of the weltness movement 
• Establishment of level of service standards 
• Recognition that the residents of each community should be given the right to 

determine the size and use of land set aside for parks and recreation facilities 

2.1.1 Project Website 

A project web page was established at the beginning of the project. This web page was 
linked to the City of Wasilla website under the heading of "What's Up Today'. The link 
to the web page was posted on the public questionnaire and handed out at the public 
meetings. Throughout the project, the web page was updated with the most current 
project data and meeting dates. A screenshot has been included in Appendix A. 

2.1.2 Public Questionnaire 

The public questionnaire included the project goal, the project team, and eight questions 
about citywide parks~ trails and right-of-way acquisition. A copy of the questionnaire is in 
Appendix A. There was also a place for respondents to write in their comments. It was 
mailed to all residents living within the City limits. The City received 101 completed 
questionnaires by June 30, 2007 and the responses are included in Appendix C. 

2.1.3 Public meetings 

The initial CAG meeting was held on June 25, 2007, and Dave Tuttle was elected as the 
chairperson. The CAG approved the list of sites to be inventoried by the design team. 
They also gave the design team their input as to what was needed within the City of 
Wasilla. 

The public welcoming event on September 5, 2007, was advertised in the Frontiersman. 
The sports user groups were invited to attend. The design team had two interactive 
tables at the event; one for parks and one for trails and greenbelts. The public was 
invited to move back and forth between the two tables and provide input. The CAG 
meeting agenda and the public welcoming event agenda are in Appendix A. 

2.2 Review of Existing Information 

The following items were reviewed prior to this event and assessment: 
• "Wasilla Parks and Recreation Commission, Survey 1, April 1995", prepared by 

City of Wasilla Parks & Recreation Commission 
• Parks, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines, James D. Mertes, 

Ph.D., CLP and James R. Hall, CLP 
• Matanuska-Susitna Borough Asset Management Plan, assembly adopted June 

2001, prepared by Land Design North 
• Wasilla Trails Plan 1999 City Amendment, prepared by Trails advisory 

subcommittee, Parks and Recreation Commission, City of Wasilla 
• Wasilla Comprehensive Plan Chapter 5- Parks and Recreation Plan, April1996 
• Site visits to all twenty sites 



3.0 Findings 

3.1 Public Questionnaire Results 

The public questionnaire was mailed to each property owner within the City limits, and a 
total of 101 questionnaires were returned. The data was recorded to show the actual 
number of people responding to each question. A summary of comments shows 
additional comments that were written in to the eight questions on the questionnaire. 
The design team has posted the total comments provided by the respondents. These 
results are included in Appendix C. The results show 57 percent of respondents use city 
trails, 81 percent support government funding of parks, and 24 percent regularly use 
park and recreation facilities. 

3.2 Existing Athletic Facilities 

The City owns 30 athletic facilities ranging from indoor ice rink to outdoor MBX track for 
bicycles. The twenty existing sites specific to the parks master plan were inventoried to 
review the number of existing fields and courts. Sites owned by the City and sites not 
owned by the City were noted. The ten schools in the surrounding area were inventoried 
by phone to develop a list of facilities provided at each schooL Because this information 
was taken over the phone, the information was included without field verification. The 
existing athletic facilities chart can be found in Appendix C. 

3.3 Proposed Athletic Facilities 

The City plans to review the existing athletic facilities on an annual basis to identify 
needed improvements or additional facilities. Additional facilities may include soccer 
and softball fie~ds. Several approved master plans illustrating proposed facilities have 
not been constructed. These proposed facilities are listed and categorized by parks 
owned and parks not owned by the City. The proposed athletic facilities chart can be 
found in Appendix C. 

3.4 Projected Facility Requirements 

The results show in general that the number of existing facilities is adequate to serve 
the City, but as the population grows, additional facilities may be needed. The projected 
facility requirements chart uses the National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) 
Standards and the revised local standards from the South Davis master plan for the 
Fairbanks North Star Borough completed by PDC, Inc. in June, 1999. Both sets of 
standards can be used as a guide for determining the number of facilities that are 
needed based on population counts for an area. The future growth for the City was 
projected using a three percent growth factor. This chart is included in Appendix C. 

3.5 Recommended Classification System for Local and Recreational Open Space 

A classification system for local and recreational open space from the Park, Recreation, 
Open Space and Greenway Guidelines, written by James D. Mertes and James R. Hall 
has been included in Appendix C. This classification system includes a description, 
location criteria, and size criteria for each open space classification. 



3.6 Park Area Analysis 

The City currently has seven parks and a boat launch facility. A brief description and 
history of each City park is listed below along with proposed future improvements. 
Additionally, a chart was created that includes the classification and acreage for each of 
the sites. The chart also recommends the total acres of park area required for the City 
based on the original NRPA standard of 6.25 to 1 0.5 acres per 1 ,000 people. This chart 
can be found in Appendix C. 

• lditapark is located at the old Wasilla Airport site on 28 acres along Nelson 
Avenue between Lucille Street and Weber Drive. Over the last 10 years, the park 
has slowly been built-out. Wonderland Park was constructed with volunteers in 
the community as the first park improvement at this site. Since then, the area has 
been improved with the Skate Board Park, Honor Garden, Garden of Reflection, 
tennis courts, basketball courts, volley ball sand pits, amphitheater stage, 
sledding hill, trails and pavilions. The park also includes a series of ponds and 
creek that treat storm water from the downtown area and provide habitat for birds 
and ducks in the summer. This park complex has reached a level of completion 
but needs future improvements as follows: 

o Large pavilion structure over Amphitheater stage 
o Complete paving pathways 
o Provide lighting for winter time use along path ways 
o Add pavilions 

• Nunley Park is located across the street from City Hall between Herning Avenue 
and Swanson Avenue. This park is named after leo M. Nunley, a former Mayor 
of Wasilla. This park takes up about three-quarters of a city block and it is 
designed to be used by families with small children. It has new playground 
equipment and a full size railroad caboose for viewing. Future improvements 
include: 

o One or two pavilions 
o Pave east parking lot 
o Improve pathways 
o Improve/add new playground equipment 

• Carter Park is located at the east end of Lake Lucille and it provides lake access 
for swimming and canoeing. Carter Park is named after the Carter family who 
homesteaded on Lake Lucille and they donated the property for the park. This is 
a small park with new playground equipment for small children and it has areas 
for picnics. 



@ Newcomb Park is located at the west end of Wasilla Lake along the Parks 
Highway. This park is named after Harold Newcomb, a former Mayor of Wasilla. 
This park is very popular in the summer for swimming with a sandy beach area 
and lake access for canoeing. This park is great for picnics and it has one 
pavilion. It also provides winter time recreation where the City maintains an ice 
skating rink on the lake. Future improvements include: 

o New playground equipment for small children 
o Improved lighting for ice skating area 

• Lake Lucille Park was originally built by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough in 1986 
along the south side of Lake Lucille on 80 acres. This park has a large 
campground, trails and access to the lake for canoeing. This park has pavilions, 
soccer fields and playground equipment for small children. The City is in the 
process of obtaining the park from the Borough. Continued master planning is 
needed to determine the full build-out potential of the park. 

• Bumpus Ballfields is located along Mystery Avenue in the north part of town. This 
park is named after Charlie Bumpus, a former Mayor of Wasilla. Bumpus 
Ballfields contains 120 acres of land dedicated for ballfields and trails. This area 
is approximately 50 percent built-out with four softball fields, one baseball field 
and one soccer field. These fields have been built by volunteer organizations 
who in two cases, lease the land from the City and make the fields available to 
the public when they are not in use. An equestrian trail is also present within the 
120 acre park that is available for all non-motorized uses. Continued master 
planning is needed to determine the full build-out potential of the park. 

• Cottonwood Creek Park was recently acquired by the City. It ,contains nine acres 
along Cottonwood Creek next to the Parks Highway. This area is planned for a 
nature trail to support viewing of the creek. Additional property acquisition could 
lead to a trail head on the opposite side of the creek and a pedestrian bridge over 
the creek. Master planning is needed for this park as no improvements currently 
exist. 

• Susitna Avenue Boat Launch is located near Carter Park at the east end of Lake 
Lucille. It provides the only public access for boat launching on either lake in the 
City. This facility has parking one block away for vehicles and boat trailers. The 
boat launch has a simply gravel approach into the lake. Future improvements 
include: 

o Paved or concrete apron into the lake 
o Improved dock tie-down area 



4.0 Conclusions and Recommendations 

According to the Wasilla Park Master Plan questionnaire, the respondents believe that 
city government should provide money for community parks. The primary goal of the 
Parks Master Plan is to identify ways to enhance recreational opportunities within the 
City limits. This includes enhancing existing parks and trails as well as improving trail 
connectivity and creating new parks, as needed. Recommended actions to implement 
this goal are outlined below: 

4.1 Recommended Actions 

e Creation of a Volunteer System. The City develop a volunteer system to help 
with maintenance of the parks and trails. Excellent examples are the "Adopt a 
Park" and {<Adopt a Trailn volunteer programs. 

o Install Welcome Signs at City Gateways. Decorative "Welcome to the City of 
Wasilla" signs should be installed at two locations within the City limits. The first 
recommended location would be at the western entrance on the Parks Highway. 
The second location would be on a private parcel at the eastern entrance of the 
Parks Highway. 

• Creation of Individual Conceptual Park Plans. New conceptual site plans 
should be created for Bumpus, Lake Lucille and Cottonwood Creek parks. 
Acquisition of lands adjacent to Cottonwood Creek and Lucille Creek would allow 
for a continuous trail for cross country skiing, biking, walking and running - similar 
to the Coastal Trail in Anchorage. 

• Park Improvements. The City will continue to identify ways to add 
improvements to existing parks. Listed below are recommended improvements: 

lditapark: 
• Large pavilion structure over amphitheater stage 
• Pave all pathways 
o Provide lighting for wintertime use along pathways 
• Add pavilions 

Nunley Park: 
• Add pavilions 
• Pave east parking lot 
• Improve pathways 
• Improve/add new playground equipment 

Newcomb Park: 
• New playground equipment for small children 
• Improve lighting for ice skating area on lake 

Susitna Avenue Boat Launch: 
• Create paved or concrete apron into Lake Lucille 
• Improve dock tie-down area 



Cottonwood Creek: 
• Create parking area accessible from Bogard 
• Install bridge to cross Cottonwood Creek 
• Create trail through park 

• Trail Connectivity. A network of city trails has been designed to link existing 
and future neighborhoods, parks, and common open spaces. This trail system 
aims to separate vehicular and pedestrian traffic promoting safe pedestrian 
movement. ln formulating this network, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Asset 
Management Plan - Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan was analyzed. 
Existing trails from this plan, as well as proposed trails and pathways specifically 
linking the City to other outlying areas, were recorded. The Wasilla Trails Plan 
1999 City Amendment and the Wasilla Comprehensive Plan 1996 were also 
reviewed. The Wasilla Trails Plan 1999 City Amendment wm be used to address 
the trail systems within the City limits and will be updated as needed. In addition 
to the adopted Trails Plan, a trails inventory was conducted as part of this plan, 
which noted the existing trails as well as proposed trails throughout the City 
limits. 

From the Wasilla parks master plan questionnaire it was determined that 57 of 92 
people currently use the city trails and want the trails to be designed for multi
modal use. A public welcoming event gathered public opinion for future trail 
connections throughout the city limits. Thirteen future connecting trail 
opportunities are listed below, and are ranked in order of importance. These trails 
are also on the Trails Map in Appendix D. 

1. Downtown 
2. Lucas Road 
3. Southwest Wasilla 
4. Lake to Lake 
5. West Holiday Drive 
6. North Beck 
7. Denali Street 
8. Riley Avenue 
9. Cottonwood Creek Greenbelt 
10. Lucille Creek Greenbelt 
11. Bumpus Connector 
12. South Thomas Street 
13. Bumpus Equestrian 

4.2 Recommended Classification System for local and Recreational Open Space 

The design team has included a classification system for Local and Regional 
Recreational Trails from the Parks, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines 
by James D. Mertes, Ph.D., CLP and James R. Hall, CLP. This classification system 
can be found in Appendix D. 
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Project Team: 
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lendar 

Contact Us 

Tryck Nyman Hayes, Inc~ 

Anchorage and Wasilla Offices 

Tryck Nyman Hayes, Inc. 
851 East West Point Drive 
Suite 309 
Wasilla~ AK 99654 



CJ~.Jb!ic Questionnaire 

alendar 

Please return the 

The ofWasma 

What age groups live in your household? 

Preschool {0-5 years) 

Elementary {6-11 years) 

Middle I High School {12-18 years} 

Young Adult (18-25 years) 

Adult 

2. Do you hike the trails inside the City limits? 

Yes No 

3. How can we make the trail system better? 

Informational Map Boards at trailheads 

Markers I numbering on each trailhead 

Dedicated R.O.W. 

Design for multi-modal use: Walk, Bike, etc. 

4. Why do you use the trait system in the city? 

Recreation I Exercise 

Transportation to I from work 

Bird watching I nature viewing 

290 East Ave. 5. I woutd Hke to participate in a volunteer trails dean up 

maintenance committee? AK 99654? 7091 

Yes No 

6. What do you believe City government should provide money 

for? 

Community Programs 

Community Parks 

Athletic Fields 

Trails 

7. What are the best ways to approach R.O.W. acquisition from 

private property interests? 

Conservation Easement land Trust Purchase 

Public Dedication Donation/ Tax Write Off 

8. In the last 12 months} how often have you or other household 

members visited a city park or city recreation facility? 

1-5 times 11-15 times 

more than 15 times 

9. Other Comments: _________ _ 
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Yes No 

:3. How cnn maKo the trnil sy.stnm bcl.:cr? 

lnformab(ma! MaJ.> 8r;ards at tr·ail!!t*<:HJS? 
Mmkcrs/nurnbcring <:m each lmi! head 
Dedicated R.O.Vv. 
Dnsign for n1ultHt\odal U!:)o; Walk,. BiK(~. etc. 

4. vVhy do usc tho tm'! systt:J'm in tho 

Rocmation ! !;lxcrdso 
·r ranspc>rtatkm to/from ~.vork 
Bird W<~tch:n9 I natllre viewinq 

5. I wou!d partic:pa:e in a voluntf.:er trails ch:an up 
mainh:manco committoc 

Yes No 

6. What do you bCiii)Vt:: City novernmmn should 
pr·ovioe money for? 

Commun:.ty Prc1qrams 
Convmm:ty Parks 

Am:etic Fi()lc!S 
Trails 

7. \oVhat aro tho best ·.-..ay~: to approach FtO.Vv. 
acqvs:~ion from private prope11y 1ntorc~sts'> 

Conservation E:.u·mment 
L~md 'frust Pl.lfChaso 
Publ:c Dedb.:~tion 
Donation / Tax Vlfrit€'.~ OH 

8 ln the lnst 12 months, hovv of!en have ym1 or other 
househokl members visited a c ty park or city 
recreation facility? 

1-5 times 
().10 

11-15 times 
morolhan 15 

B. Other Comrnonts: -------------

P I : 

P r11: 

Please tz.t ke ~ rnc)fTJent tc) 

Tell Us ... 
whqt you think! 
www_cityofwasilla.com 

Wasi II a Pa rk.s 
Masterplan 
Questionnaire 

take -1 rnin 
·to (:II out the attached 

t·d and t·ctu n·: tc> 
The City of" VV,1silL1 



Citizen's Advisory Group Meeting Agenda 
Wasilla Parks and Trails Master Plan 
Wasilla Multi-Use Sports Complex 7:00 PM, June 26i 2007 

1. Introductions 
Citizen's Advisory Group (CAG) Organization 
Select Chairperson 

2. Description of Project 
Intent 
Scope of Services 

3. Distribute Handout- Binder-Notebook Containing: Minutes, Start-Up Meetings 
Public Involvement Plan 
Project Web Page 
Questionnaire 
List of Sites and Site Inventories 

4. Update of Activities to date: 
Two Initial Kick-off Meetings 
Inventory/Photography 
Questionnaire 
Web Page 
Data Base Map( s ), (these are to be mounted on wall): 
Aerial Map including vegetation and existing conditions 
Lots and Roadway Rights of Way 
Topography 

5. Questions and Input from the CAG Members 

6. Future Events: Public Welcoming Event (September 5, 2007) 

7. Input from Audience- 3 minute limit 

8. Adjournment 



Citizen's Advisory Group Meeting Agenda 
Wasilla Parks and Trails Master Plan 
Wasilla Multi-Use Sports Complex 6:30 PM, December 13, 2007 

1. Purpose of tonight's meeting: 
Review and Comment on the Wasilla Parks Master Plan Draft Report 

2. Distribute Handout- Draft Report: dated 11-12-2007 

3. Review Report Findings: 
Four "Welcome to the City of Wasilla" signs 
New Schematic Concept Plans for Nunley, Newcomb and Carter Parks 
Twelve future connecting trail opportunities 

4. Questions and Input from the CAG Members 

5. Future Events: Third CAG meeting, mid-February 

6. Adjournment 



Public Welcoming Event Agenda 
Wasilla Parks and Trails Master Plan 
Wasilla Multi-Use Sports Complex 7:00 PM, September 5, 2007 

1. Introductions 
Project Description and Goal of tonight's meeting 
P reject Website: 't£:!:!0t:!..J~~@§.~&QJOJ 
Project E-mail: LA@tnh-inc.com 

2. Progress to date 
Public Questionaire 
First CAG Meeting 
Inventory of Existing Park Sites 
Assessment Charts including Matsu Schools: Cottonwood Creek Elementary 
lditarod Elementary 
Larson Elementary 
Snowshoe Elementary Tanaina Elementary Teeland Middle School Wasilla Jr. 
Middle School Burchell High School Wasilla High School 
Mat-Su Career & Technical High School 

3. Two Interactive Tables 
Parks Master Plan Randy Lyons 
Trails Map Eric Morey 
Invite the public to stop by each table and designate areas where additional 
parks and trails are necessary. 

4. What's Next: 
Project Assessment 
Project Program 
Second CAG meeting 
Public Open House- develop a preferred alternative 



I 



list of Sites: Wasilla Parks Master Plan 
Updated August 1 , 2011 

Parks: 

1. Bumpus Recreation Area 

2. Carter Park at Lake Lucille 
3. I d ita park 
4. Newcomb Park at Wasilla Lake 
5. Nunley Park (opposite City Hall) 
6. Cottonwood Creek Park (proposed) 

Additional Recreational Facilities: 

1. Susitna Avenue Boat Launch 

Approximate 
Acreage 

120 acres 

.65 acres 
28 acres 

5.4 acres 
2.25 acres 

9 acres 

1.25 acres 
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Major league Baseball- 90° 1 

little League Baseball - 60° 

Softball 4 

Soccer 1 2 

Campsites 57 

Multi-purpose Fields 1 

Tennis 2 

Volleyball 3 

Full Basketball Court 4 

Indoor Skating Rink 

Outdoor Skating Rink 1 1 

Children 1
S Play Equipment* X X X X X 

Swimming X 

Skateboard Park X 

BMX Track X 

Running Track/Staking Oval I 

Equestrian Trails X 

Trails X )( X 

Parking X X X X X X X 

Boat Launch X 

Picnic Shelters 2 1 3 

Picnic Tables X X X X X 
Drinking Fountain X 

Grills X X X X X 
Showers 

Vending Machines 

Restrooms X X X X 
I 

X X 

Garbage Cans X X X X X X 

Benches X 

Lights X X 

Flagpole X 
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vu""'vll!a Parks. 
Questionnaire 

Tf'~r-e ~~f;::e 3 t 01 qu~sti-(;nnai-rE's return~j- i~ot .an \~t-re: 
by :l~~e 3-'C~u,ai r.urr~t~r of p·ecpte r~s:_ptH'?di~g to each- r:~n1 

Actuaf# 

1. What are the age groups that live in your household? 
Preschooi (C<-E years 1 

(t'J-11 y~.ars} 

M""::ldle,'H?9h Schoo.f { ~2-18 ye3rs1 

Adul: f 1 S-25 years; 

2. Oo you hike the Trails inside the City Limits? 

3. Hew can we make thee trait system better? 

12 
12 
24 
f4 
94 

57 
35 

!nfom1atxc;,.1! Map Boards at tradh.;:ads 36 
M,ll1'iE1rsJn:;.fmt~,nr"'g on each tra~L"'ead 23 
~tii~~t~ci R~O>'~'f' 20 

for iYH.Jlti-rncidel us~: wl,~·alk~ 6~:~e1 Etc:. 58 

4, Why do you use- the trail system in the 
Recreation,'t>xefdst: 
Transpoftati~~ to}frC~""l v-;ork 

8£rd \'V3~Ch:i:ng/r\a~vre-

11 

8 
21 

5. 1 would pa..rticipate in a volunteer trails dean up rnaintenance committee? 
'{~s. 34 
No 48 

6. What do you believe City governn1ent should provide nlt;,~y tor? 

c~ " 
Commun~t'i Parks 
8-a!ltieids 

81 
56 
62 

/J 

7. What a~ t~ best ways to approach R.O.W. ~uisition from private property interests? 
Con-s~r"i3,tt-on Ease-mertts 21 
Lar"d Tn.ts! ?ur<:::has€: 4() 

28 
37 

K In the last 12 months, how often have you or other household nlEfllber visited a city park 
or city recreation facility? 

~ 1-1E: T~rr-~s 
t'YtOfli? t~3n- j e. 

38 
1$ 
11 
24 



estionnaire - ts 

2. Do you hike th~ Tf'ails insi~ the City limits? 
• 2 g:~cpl€: said- w S::;rY:~€=times 

• Historic tr..l~!s 
• A t-;:1;: 

3. How can we make the trail system better? 

• 
• AT\/ T rarts 

4. Why do you U'SE' the- trail system in the city? 
• Hav>?n't us€-d tra;ts! 
• i r"'i-3\tE'n~t us~j t:~~r.:n 

• 2 ~=~op!e said 
• t-~ctt the sports C0:'1"1pi.;ox. r~·s too E:~p€.'nsivi2'. 
• ''1\';;s:!tJ: ~E-ds water and St'N•~r t~for-= -:.,...~~""""""' E':'~*-

• 
• "'"'h.ltever it t.l~~es 
• t·i.<M-a more tnfa t::J n1.:1ke a 

• do,1't kncr,.v '1o'¥tlere- any are 
a ll':J~ hante 

• Motcnz>?d us* 
• h*P motcf'~ed ·,;~hides off 
• Advettts~ 

n1otofiz€-d vehici~s off 
n1-c~to-riz.€-'d t.!6h~-cles 

• 3 

• e peopi'e >ak:i ~ 

• Don't kno\*t 
• N1:J T~nle 

• ROADS 

m3rket vah.;,~ 
• 0<) NOT THiS~ 

S. In too last 12 months, how often have you or other household rna11~r visited a city p4rk 
or cit't recreation facility? 



• 
• Pav~ roadside tra:~ls • ~qut7.:: 
• 4-v~~'ttiers 3f~ our tra :s 
• FiX THE S-TR:-EETS~ 

• do 

• 
• \Vo:£r~ f'H•rr•:on'r,.,,, 



Existing Athletic Facilities 
Updated August 1, 2011 

Facility Total Facilities owned by the City 
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c c a.. 
0 0 ro ::st. 

~ 
00 ~ Q) 

.::£ (1) f... (]) 
(]) ro 1-

f... ::J 
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.0 ro > 0 =:::J o-ro (L <(_j () 0 o-o 
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co 0 '"0 z z Cl)Q.. ~(.) o.e 
Major League Baseball- 90' 1 
;---------------------~-------------- ---- t--------- -~--

Little League Baseball- 60' 0 0 
-----~-------- --------------------------t---+-----+----t---t------j---------- -- --r---~ 

Softball 4 4 
r------------------~-----------------1--- ---------c----- ------ f-----------1------- -------+-------+---------1 

Soccer 1 2 3 

Football 0 
---------~-------~----------------------------- - --------~ f--------- --------l------t-----t-----

Multi- Purpose Fields 3 3 
----------------------- ---------------------+---t-----+---1---- ---------l------- -- ---------· ------- -----~ 

;-T_e_n_n_is _________________________ ---r------- --~ r----1---'----11 1----+---------- _______ -~---
Volleyball 3 3 
-------------------------~-----------------·-----f-----1----+----t---t-------f---------- -------- ----- ----------

Full Basketball Court 4 4 
r-------------------------------------~-------- ------ ----1------- -----1-----t-----1!--~ ----·· --------

Indoor Skating Rink 1 
----------------------~-----------------t-----1- -------t----------t-------t-----1------ ---------- j-------1---------1 

Outdoor Skating Rink 

Children's Play Equipment * 1 1 1 1 5 
--~---------------------~------- ----- --~-- ----- --- -------- ------1-------+------- ------------

Rope Course 0 
------~-----------------------------&----+----+----------------+------ -~---~------~ -----~--1-------1 

Community Center* 1 1 
-----------------------~------ ----- --- ----- -------~---1----1!------

Skateboard Park 1 
------+-----+-----1-----+---1------- ------- ---~-- -~----- ----------1 

BMX Track 1 
---------------------- --- -- -------r------------ ------ ----+---1------------t------------- -------- .. 

Running Track I Staking Oval 0 
------------------------------~----.----t----t-----------t----t----+--------~------------ --------i-----~--------1 

Swimming Pool 0 

* Children's Play Equipment: Typical playground area; may consist of multiple pieces of play equipment. 
* Community Center: A meeting place used by members of a community for social, cultural, or recreational 
purposes. 



Facility Parks not owned by the City of Wasilla 
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Little 3 

Softball 

Soccer 
·············································································-I······················· 

~~-~!'-~~~~~ 

Purnr1c:.t:~ Fields 
··I········ ·1--· 

1 T~nnis 

Y~II_~.Y.~~!I __ 

Full Basketball Court 
1-

Indoor Skating Rink 
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Skateboard Park 
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Swimming Pool 
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* Children's Play Equipment: 
* Community Center : 

Typical playground area; may consist of multiple pieces of play equipment. 
A meeting place used by members of a community for social, cultural, or recreational purposes. 

Total Facilities not 

owned by the City 
Total School Facilities 

1 

7 2 

0 

6 3 

0 2 

0 ··············································•······················ 3 

0 0 

0 
.......... ················· -· ·-························· .... ··········· 

0 5 

0 

0 2 

0 

0 

0 



Proposed thletic Facilities 
Updated August 1, 2011 

Facility 

Major league Baseball- 90' 

Parks owned by the City of Wasilla 
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Total Facilities 
owned 

by the City 

0 
~~-----------~--------------------- f--··--- ------------- ----------- ----------c-----~-+------- ----------------------------

little league Baseball- 60' 2 2 
!-------------------------------------~-- -------r---+-----+-----1--- ----- c-----------· ---------- ---------------------------

Softball 4 4 
------------------------------ ------ ---- ---- -- ---------c----------- ---- ----l----------t--------1 

Soccer 4 4 
~--------~~---------- ------------------------------ ----------- ------t------jf------t------l------t----+-----f---------------------------- -1 

Football 1 
----------------------------------------------------- -------- ----- ~---- ---- --------------

Multi- Purpose Fields 0 
1--------------------------------------- ---- ---- ------ -------l----+------l'---------I----1--------------E 

Tennis 0 
----------------------------- ----~!------------+---------+------ ----- -- -------- -------1--------------------------------1 

Volleyball 0 
1-~~~~----------------------------- -------lf------+------li------+---- ----------- -----------+-------------l--------------------------------------1 

Full Basketball Court 0 
-------------------------------------------~---- - ------ -----------------~ -----+------ll----------------1 

Indoor Skating Rink 

Outdoor Skating Rink 

0 
- --------- --t-------+-- --------- ----------- ---------------- ------

0 
1----------------------------------------- ---------- ------+-----+-----li-----+---------+--t------1-------- -----------------

Children's Play Equipment* 1 1 1 
--~------ -- ---- , ________ -------- ------- --------- -----------------

Rope Coarse 0 
;---------------------~------------------ -------:---------+---------J----+-----+---i---------1----------

Community Center * 0 
-----------------~-----~~--------- ---------- ------- ---------- ---------------1----------- -If---

0 Skateboard Park 

BMXTrack 
---------~~---- ----------'~--+------+---- ----+------------~--------1----------- ------------------------

0 
--~------------------------------------ ---------- ---- -------- ---------- ------j-----t------{--------------1 

Running Track I Staking Oval 

Swimming Pool 

* Children's Play Equipment: 
*Community Center: 
purposes 

0 
------- ---- c----- ----- -~-- -----------------

0 

Typical playground area; may consist of multiple pieces of play equipment. 
A meeting place used by members of a community for social, cultural, or recreational 



Facility 

~j_O_!:.l::~~gue Baseball- 90' 

Projected Facility Requirements 
Updated August 1, 2011 
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0.39 0.44 

1.96 2.21 Little League Baseball::__~~----~-~-----t----'-------t----~--.,.. -------tc-----
1 
__ 1_.5_7~- __ !_IZ__ 2.40 _3_.2_6 __ 

1 
___ --1·-~ 

Softball 1.57 1.77 2.40 3.26 2.24 2.53 
·--. 

1.96 2.21 Soccer 0.78 0.89 1.20 
----+----!1----

1.63 1---------------------------------l------'----ll---'-----t----

·-

< < 
~ dt 0 
0 N 
.c.i 11) ..... ..... 
t:: c 
0 ~ ~ 
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0 
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0.60 JL82_ 

3.00 4.07·. 

3.43 4.66 

3.00 . 4~0L 
-~ 

0.52.· 0.59 0.80 1.09 --,-
0.82 Football 1/20,000 1/15,000 0 0.39 

1---------------------1----_:__ __ ---~ .. ------- ------ ----- ----t----t--------t__.___:~:___-t---:--c.---'-~4~--,--C---~~___Jc"~"'"-
0.44 0.60 

___ N_o_Req. __ N_o_R_._ec-'q,___. --1--4 __ -+-_0 ___________ •---~-----l!------ ---~-----1----.-----t------c~~-------~ 
T __ e_n_n_is ____________________ ~g,o_o~o_,~1~/~6,~5~oo~~--3 ______ r_o ______ ~_3_.9_2~1_4_.4_2_~6_._o_o __ _ 8.15 1.21 

_---

1.36 1.85 2.51 

\/__9_!!eyball ___________ ----~--- ________!!S,OQ_~-- __ .,._N_o_R_e_q~-._
1
_3_----lf-----0 __ 

1 
__ 1.57 1.77 2.40 3.26 ·--

_ . 
. 

·_ 

Full Basketball Court 1/5,000 NoReq. 4 0 1.57 1.77 2.40 3.26 
· __ 

·. 

-- ---~~;------~~------·---~-~~~-~ 

---~ --~---- -----------I-~0~.3~9-.-;-~0_._;_44~~-c---0~.6_0~11__,0"-'-'Ji2_--c--No Req. 1/20,000 0 
-------

l~_l-l_ockeyi_S_!<~~_I!~_~~~'-_Q'!~~'?_r_s ____ t __ N_o_R~e~q_.-t __ 1----.-/3_,~00_0----,--.-• ______ ~ -----t--O-------j1 ___ i----------- ____ -----l!---2c-.-'-61~i---2_c.-:-9--'-5-:-t---4_.0~0~-;-.~""5 . ._.4""'-3,----J 

~i!dren's Play Equi-=--p __ m_e_n_t_* _____ --t---_N_o_R_e_q~_· _N_o_R_e_q,_._
1 

__ 4 ______ _ 
---~-~-l---------t-----~~-------1-__._~------~-~-~~li--~~~----~~~ 

· _ 

Rope ~-c:>~rse ______________ _ __ N ___ o __ R __ e _ _,q'-. _1 __ N~o~R-:-e~q=--.--t--0 __ 1_0 __________ ~--- _________ r----------- ---~ ------'-- ~~---~-----c-~ 
·. 

Community _c __ e_n_te_r_* ___________________ N __ o_R_eq__._·-------t~N_o--'---R---'-_-'-:-eq=• .__, __ 2 _____ "~ ____ 0 _______ ;-------;---- _________ -----~-~'1-~--'------'--l-------:~~.,----,-t----------t 
•--

Skateboard Park No Req. No Req. 
------------------ -------'---1------'---~"------l----t-----lf---~ 

0 ---~ ---- . -------1-------.--c--:+·-------~ ·-----,-c-t----'-~~---:1 
BMX Track 

Swimming Pool 

* Children's Play Equipment: 
* Community Center: 

NoReq. 

1/20,000 

1/30,000 

NoReq. 0 0 0.39 0.44 0.60 0.82 

Typical playground area; may consist of multiple pieces of play equipment. 
A meeting place used by members of a community for social, cultural, or recreational 
purposes. 

** National Recreation and Park Association "Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines" (The standards should be used 
as a guide for short and long term facility planning. The actual quantity of facilities will vary as the needs of the community change.) 

A Projected population rates are based on a 3.1% factor. Census information was obtained from http://factfinder2.eensus.oov. 

1.09 



Recomm 

Mini-Park 

Large Urban Park 

Natural Resource Areas 

Special Use 

Private Park/Recreation 
Facility 

ific 

Used to address limited, isolated or unique recreational needs. 

Neighborhood park remains the basic unit of the park system and serves as the recreational and 
social focus of the neighborhood. Focus is on informal active and passive recreation. 

Depending on circumstances, combining parks with school sites can fulfill the space requirements for 
other classes of parks, such as neighborhood, community, sports complex and special use. 

Serves broader purpose than neighborhood park. Focus is on meeting community·based recreation 
needs, as well as preserving unique landscapes and open spaces. 

Large urban parks serve a broader purpose than community parks and are used when community 
and neighborhood parks are not adequate to serve the needs of the community. Focus is on meeting 
community-based recreational needs, as well as preserving unique landscapes and open spaces. 

Lands set aside for preservation of significant natural resources, remnant landscapes, open space 
. . ...... 1 <:~tJ9. '£i;)l,!al a~sthetics/bqfferin.g~ .. 

Effectively tie park system components together to form a continuous park environment. 

Consolidates heavily programmed athletic fields and associated facilities to larger and fewer sites 
strategically located throughout the community. 

reational 0 ace 

location Criteria Criteria 
Less than 1/4 mile 
distance in residential 

1/4 to 1/2 mile distance and 
uninterrupted by 
non·residential roads and 

barriers. 

Determined by location of 
!>9h99.1 (jis~ri9tprqpe_rty, __ _ 
Determined by the quality 
and suitability of the site. 
Usually serves two or more 
neighborhoods and 1/2 to 3 
mile .. distance. __ _ 

Between 2500sq. ft. and 
one acre in size. 

5 acres is considered 
minimum size, 5-10 
acres is 

variable-depends on 
fLJJJQtion 

As needed to 
accommodate desired 
uses. Usually between 30 
and 50 acres. 

As needed to · 
Determined by the quality and I accommodate desired 
suitability of the site usually uses. Usually a 
serves the entire community minimum of 50 acres, 

Resource availability and 
... ,9PP9fti}Qity~ 

Strategically located 
community-wide 
facilities. 

with 75 or more acres ........ '' ,,,,, ... 

variable 

variable 

···- -·Determined by profected 
demand. Usually a 
minimum of 25 acre 
beii19.9P~iQ1a_l: __ _ 

Cover a broad range of parks and recreation facilities oriented toward single-purpose use. 
Variable-dependent on 

___ _ .specific use. 
variable 

Parks and recreation facilities that are privately owned yet contribute to the public park and recreation 
svstem 

Variable-dependent on Variable 



Park Area Analysis 

Parks owned by the City 
of Wasilla 

Bumpus Recreation Area 

Carter Park 

Park 
Classification 

Sports Complex 

Mini Park 

Approximate 
Existing Acreage 

2011 

120 

0.65 
~~-~~---~~--~--~------~~----~~----~---~·-----~~-~~---··-- -~~~~~~-~-- --- '--·---~--~~-~~~-----------~--

lditapark Community Park 28 

Newcomb Park Neighborhood Park 5.4 
~-~--------~---~-~~~---·---·--~~~~-----~ --~--- -----~---------~ -~-----~--+-~~~~~~~~------~-

Nunley Park Mini Park 2.25 
~~---~--- --·-······--··--------~------~-~------~-~- ~--···· ~~~~~~------ --~-----~------·--··--·--~--------~~--

Cottonwood Creek Park (proposed) TBD 9 
!-------~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~ ·- ---~----~~-------~----~--~----·-·-- --~~~~~~~---J 

Susitna Avenue Boat launch & 
Parking Lot 

TOTAL 

Mini Park 1.25 

166.55 

City of Wasilla Recommended Total Park Area ** (Acres) 
Population 

7,831 (2010) 49 to 82 
'------~-------···· ---- ~ - ~-----~ ----~ -----------

····-------~ 

8,848 (2014) 55 to 93 
---- -----~~---~~--~-----------

12,007 (2024) 75 to 126 
------------·---- ·----·--------~-----~·~------·--~~--~·---------~ 

16,294 (2034) 102 to 171 

Projected Populat!on uses a 3.1% growth factor 

*Acreages are approximate 
**National Recreation and Park Association "Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines" recommends 6.25 to 10.5 

acres per 1,000 population. In 1996, NRPA guidelines were revised to include a Level of Service Standard. 
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Park Trails 
(Types I, II, and Ill) 

Connector Trails 
(Type I and II) 

Bikeways 

Other 

!Type I 

jrype II 

!Type II 

jrype I trails are used in situations where use patterns 
~ictate separate paths for pedestrians and I in-
line skates. An example would be a trail an 
'intercity lake or along a riverfront. 

II trails are more suited to lighter use patterns, such 
a housing subdivision to a natural resource area. 

Ill trails are suited for areas minimum 
such as a nature preserve. 

~ype I trails are used in situations where use patterns 
pictate separate paths for bicyclist and, if 
necessary, in-line skaters would be a trail 
within the shoulder of right of way a collector street or 
parkway . 

. ~ype fl trails are suited to lighter use as a 
link between a parkway or thoroughfare and a nearby 
housing development. 

Bike lanes are designated portions of the roadway for the 

a 
resource area or special use area 
such as a nature preserve. 

Located within the roadway 
!way and to accommodate 
heavy use 

l.ocaiei:l within the 
~ay and designed to accommodate 
multiple uses and 

or directional use. 

Bike lanes 'preferential or exclusive use of bicyclists. Bike lanes !Designated portion of the roadway 
~hould be used in situations where traffic volumes are 
heavy enough to warrant clear separation between the 
bicycles and the vehicles. 

Bike Routes 
· .. · · · .... ·1sfkeroutes are··e;s;ienti~ii!Y, i'·avec1 ·shoulders or segments ai 

the roadway that serve to separate bicyclists from traffic. 
Bike routes (paved shoulders) should be used in 

iA,11~ Terrain (Mountain) 
Bike Trails 

!cross-Country Skiing 
!Trails 

·-······-··-·--··· 

Equestrian Trails 

~II other situations 

All-terrain bike trails are similar to park trails in that they 
iemphasis a strong relationship to the natural environment. 
jThey are most often located within natural resource areas, 
~reenways, community parks and special use facilities, 
such as golf courses. 

~hesetraiiscome ina \/ariet)'.ottyf)es.anCfwidit1sto 
,accommodate two different styles: diagonal style and 
'skateMski. Similar to park trails, they should have a 
:strong emphasis on the natural environment 

EquestrianiraHsare-usuaHy.grass or woodchip. In some 
instances, cross-country ski trails are used for horseback 
riding during the summer. 

Motorized ATV Trails .. -~~~~~r~~~·~~~~~~·:~~~~~c~~~~~t!h~~~ao~~~k:~~~~:;-~ 
as the pedestrian I bicyclist trail. 

Historical Trails Historic trail used for the lditarod Dog Race 

Paved shoulder along roadway 

Natural Resource areas , 
lgreenways, community parks, and 
~pecial-use areas 

Natural Resource areas , 
breenways, community parks, and 
!special-use areas 

Natural Resource areas , 
greenways, community parks, and 
special-use areas 

Roadway rights~of ways 

·I 

Original Route 

Criteria 
•·s"'n:::~r·<::~ro trails for I in-line skaters: 10 

wide bicycle in-line surface trail. 
r<:;.on:::~r·<>+~•rl by a natural landscape median strip, width varies. 8 
oct wide pedestrian hard-surfaced trail. 

I 

bicycle, and in-line skating hard-

6 to 8 
augmenting soft-surfaced nature trails with r-.., ..... L.,,. •rf<::~r-,•11 

to allow universal access to all user groups. 

10 foot wide hard-surfaced pedestrian, bicycle, and in-line 
!skating trail (8 foot if pedestrian only) both side of the roadway. 
10 minimum setback from roadway where space permits. 

10 foot wide hardMsurfaced pedestrian, bicycle, and in~line 
1skating trail (8 foot if pedestrian only). 10 minimum setback from 
roadway where space permits. 

5 foot wide bike lane, both sides of the roadway if possible, and 
!stripping 

~ to 6 foot paved shoulder, both sides of the roadway if possible, 
~nd stripping 

rrrail design to coincide with the standards developed by 
regional park agencies and state resource agencies. 

biagonal.style .requires a. set track, whflestiaie~ski. style req.uh:es 
a wider packed and groomed surface. Trail lengths vary 
!considerably, with loops ranging from a few to 10 or more 
kilometers. Since quality and safety are important to all skiers, a 
ew well groomed trails are preferable to extensive but poorly 

maintained ones. Trail design should coincide with the 

ftart~ard~ . . .. . ... .. .. . ... _ ................. ................. .............. d. __ • 

Trail length varies considerably, with loops extending out 10 
miles or more. There are no specific standard for how many 
miles of trail should be developed within a given community. 
Trail design should coincide with the standards developed by 
regional park agencies and state resource agencies. 

1·-

N/A 

N/A 





WASillA PlANNlNG COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27,2011 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

The regular meeting of the Wasilla Planning Commission was called to order at 7:00 PM 
on Tuesday, September 27, 2011, in Council Chambers of City Hall, Wasilla, Alaska by 
A.C. Buswell, Ill} Chairman. 

II. ROLL CAll 

Commissioners present and establishing a quorum were: 
Vacant, Seat A 
Mr. Daniel Kelly, Jr., Seat B 
Mr. Steven DeHart, Seat C 
Mr. Doug Miller, Seat D 
Ms. Glenda Ledford, Seat E 
Mr. Clark Buswell, Seat F 
Mr. Robert Webb, Seat G 

Staff in attendance were: 
Mr. Bert Cottle, Deputy Administrator 
Mr. Archie Giddings, Public Works Director 
Ms. Tina Crawford, City Planner 
Ms. Sandra Connolly, Public Works Clerk 

IlL PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

A. Commissioner Miller led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

GENERAL CONSENT: The agenda was approved as presented. 

V. REPORTS 

A. City Attorney 

No report given. 

B. City Council 

Mr. Giddings: 
• stated legislation was introduced to the City Council that wm budget money for 

the Downtown Water Station and also to further study the float plane base at the 
airport; 
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• stated the Valley Performing Arts lease was approved to renew for another two -
ten year terms; 

• stated legislation was passed to acknowledged that the lditapark property was 
donated by the Snider Family; and 

• stated an ethics code was brought up at the City Council meeting and a task 
force will be created to have a more comprehensive study. 

C. City Planner 

No report given 

D. City Public Works Director 

Mr. Giddings stated they are making progress at the airport with the pioneer road to the 
sports complex and Swanson is coming along and the paving is scheduled for Sunday. 

E. City Deputy Administrator 

Mr. Cottle: 
• handed out a copy of legislation from the Matanuska-Susitna Borough for School 

District in support of a new Wasilla library; 
• stated that the post office is looking at property near Home Depot and that a few 

businesses are looking at moving into the City Limits; and 
• stated there are two tasks forces looking for volunteers: septic task force and 

local emergency planning committee. 

VI. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (five minutes per person, for items not scheduled for 
public hearing) 

No one present. 

VII. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Minutes of September 13,2011,- meeting. 

GENERAL CONSENT: Minutes were approved as presented. 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS (five minutes per person) 

A. Public Hearing 

1. Resolution Serial No. 11-13: Recommending that the Wasilla City Council 
adopt the proposed City of Wasilla Parks Master Plan. 

Chair Buswell opened the public hearing on Resolution Serial No. 11-13. 
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With no one present the public hearing was closed. 

MOTION: Commissioner Kelly moved to approve Resolution Serial No. 11-13 as 
presented. 

Discussion moved to the Commission. 

VOTE: The motion to approve Resolution Serial No. 11-13 passed unanimously. 

Recess - took a five minute recess to set up for the Planning Commission Training at 
7:23PM. 

Returned from recess at 7:27PM and continued with the training session. 

B. Planning Commission Training 

Started the session at 7:27 PM and ended the session at 8:06PM 

X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was no unfinished business. 

IX. COMMUNICATIONS 
No statements made regarding the following items. 

A. Permit Information 
B. Enforcement Log 

X. AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

No one present. 

XII. STAFF COMMENTS 

No comments. 

XII. COMMISSION COMMENTS 

Commissioner Miller asked for more information about recent development in the City. 

Ms. Crawford stated there was one land use permit for a gym and a cell tower 
application that will be brought to the Planning Commission for approval. 

Commissioner Ledford asked if the Borough was going to help monetarily with the new 
library. 
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Mr. Giddings stated they will not help with money but have donated the property. 

Commissioner DeHart stated he appreciated all the Planning Commission training 
information Ms. Crawford put together and brought forward. 

Commissioner Kelly stated he appreciated the information provided for the Planning 
Commission training. 

Chair Buswell appreciated everyone showing up tonight and the information provided 
was helpful. 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT 

The regular meeting adjourned at 8:22 PM. 

ATTEST: 
A.C. BUSWELL, Ill, Chairman 

TAHIRIH KLEIN, Planning Clerk 

Adopted by the Wasilla Planning Commission October 11, 2011. 
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