Non-Code Ordinance By: Council Member Lovell
Introduced: April 22, 2013

Public Hearing: May 13, 2013

Adopted: May 13, 2013

Vote: Harris, Lovell, Sullivan-Leonard, Wall and Woodruff in favor and Buswell opposed.

CITY OF WASILLA
: ORDINANCE SERIAL NO. 13-12

An ordinance of the Wasilla City Council amending the Fiscal Year 2013 budget by
appropriating $35,000 from the General Fund, Fund Balance, for a one-time appropriation
to the Wasilla Area Seniors, Inc.

Section 1. Classification. This is a non-code ordinance.

Section 2. Purpose.

Section 3. Appropriation of Funds. The funds are appropriated to the following:
Pass thru to Non-profit; Wasilla Area Seniors, Inc.  001-4990-499.97-01 $35,000
Section 4. Source of Funds

General Fund, Fund Balance 001-0000-253.20-00 $35,000

Section 5. Effective date. This ordinance shall take effect upon adoption by the
Wasilla City Council.

ADOPTED by the Wasilla City Council on May 13, 2013.

ATTEST:

%77 ’Cé [SEAL]

KRISTIE SMITHERS, MMC, City Clerk
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Ordinance Serial No. 13-12: Amending the Fiscal Year 2013 budget by appropriating
$35,000 from the General Fund, Fund Balance, for a one-time appropriation to the Wasilla
Area Seniors, Inc.

Originator:  Council Member Steve Lovell Affﬁ L /Q’M

Date: 4/10/2013 Agenda of: 4/22/2013
Route to: | Department Head Date

X Finance Director v jf}f; //; 2l

X Deputy Administrator . i r6/y 3

X City Clerk + ;
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Reviewed by Mayor Verne E. Rupright: /‘Q«?»—M«__ﬁ el /‘f
Fiscal Impact: Xl yes or [] no Funds Available: X yes or [] no
Account name/number:
General Fund, Fund Balance 001-4990-499.97-01 $35,000

Attachments: News Article: Social insecurity: Senior citizens have ‘big impact’ on region’s
economy (3 pages)
Ordinance Serial No. 13-12 (1 page)

Summary Statement: Senior service providers are faced with the daunting task of continuing to
meet the rapidly growing demand of senior service delivery in the Mat-Su Borough. As an
economic engine within our community, bringing in “new money” in the form of federal Social
Security benefits, pensions and other retirement funds, which is largely being spent locally,
seniors are of great value to our local economy. As reported in the article Social Insecurity:
Senior citizens have ‘big impact’ on region’s economy (Coil, 2011), other communities are
beginning to recognize the tremendous positive impact seniors have on the local economy. (See
Attached).

We, as a council, recognized the value of the seniors within our community and committed to
support efforts in making the City of Wasilla an accommodating place for senior citizens through
the December 10, 2012, introduction of Goal # 9: Encourage an increase in senior and disabled
residents by improving handicap accessibility, researching impacts of utility costs, and
supporting existing programs and new residential construction for seniors and the handicapped.

Wasilla Area Seniors, Inc. provides programs and services to Matanuska Valley residents from
Willow to Sutton, including: Meals on Wheels; housing; evidence-based fitness programs;
information and referral; volunteer opportunities; and a variety of isolation prevention activities.
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The Wasilla City Council can help to meet Goal #9 by supporting the existing senior programs
offered through Wasilla Area Seniors, Inc.

Utility costs continue to be a large financial burden to the center, costing over $40,000 annually.
Ordinance 13-12 appropriates funding necessary to support Wasilla Area Senior Inc. programs
and services. The funds will go directly toward utility costs and retrofitting the existing senior
center to reduce overall energy costs.

I am asking the Council to appropriate funding to Wasilla Area Seniors, Inc. in the amount of
$35,000 from the General Fund, Fund Balance, for a one-time appropriation to offset
unanticipated utility costs.

Staff Recommendation: Introduce and set for public hearing Ordinance Serial No. 13-12.
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Bluefield Daily Telegraph, Bluefield, WV

WNovember 7, 2017

Social insecurity: Senior citizens have ‘big impact’ on region’s
economy

By KATE COIL
Bluefield Daily Telegraph

WELCH — Whether picking up prescriptions at the local pharmacy, buying groceries at the
neighborhood supermarket or choosing to retire at an assisted living facility, seniors across the two
Virginias are putting millions of dollars into local economies through their Social Security benefits.

Welch Mayor Reba Honaker said much of the local economy in Welch and all of McDowell County
comes from the large population of seniors who live there.

“People think the only money coming in is from the current work force, but seniors do make up a main
part of our population and a lot of our income,” Honaker said. “They also keep a lot of our daily
activities going. Every bit they can contribute keeps our economy going. Social Security has a big impact
on our county.”

Honaker said many locally run businesses in McDowell County are kept in business by seniors.

“Seniors keep our local stores open and patronize them on a daily basis and weekly basis,” Honaker said.
“Also, the eating establishments have a lot of seniors who come there. Any time you go into a local

restaurant, you see a good number of senior citizens patronizing those establishments throughout the
month.”

According to Honaker, the aging population of the county has also created many jobs in the health care
industry.

“Senior health care creates a lot of jobs in the area,” she said. “I think we ate well staffed in the health
care areas. We have the Tug River Health Clinic that is very good for our seniors. Also, there is Welch
Community Hospital, which is 2 wonderful establishment. I don’t know what we would do without it. We
have good nurses and health providers. A lot of the seniors who patronize these places have created these
jobs and kept these businesses going. We also have local doctors ho are kept in business by seniors. They
stay busy and provide opportunities and services to our senior citizens.”

Shawn Allen, Region IV Coordinator for the West Virginia Aging and Disability Resource Center, said
many people do not see how vital seniors and their Social Security money can be to the local economy.

“Seniors contribute in the same ways as other people in buying, selling and more,” Allen said. “What is
important to our community is that our population is aging, so seniors in this capacity are very important.
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How this affects our economy 1s that we have more individuals living on a fixed income buying and

reinvesting than in some other areas. This is important to us because we have such a high number of
seniots in our region.”

Though they may live on a fixed income, Allen said it is still important that seniors are putting their
money back into local businesses.

“It is important that those on a fixed income have spending power in order to help our economy sustain
and grow,” he said. “A lot of companies in our region offer ‘senior discounts’ and things of that nature.
Drug companies also tend to do this to sell plans to seniors.”

ees

Though seniors make up less than a quarter of the population in all local counties, their spending power
and economic impact brings in millions to each county every year.

Social Security dollars bring in $1.28 billion to Virginia and around $442.9 million to West Virginia every
year. Annually, local counties have anywhere from $22.2 million in Bland to $209.6 million in Mercer
flowing into local economies through Social Security benefits.

However, the impact seniors have economically goes beyond how many millions they bring in to their
home counties.

According to the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, a decent percentage of local economies comes from
Social Security. Almost 10 percent of the state of West Virginia’s economy comes from Social Security
benefits. In local counties, 11 percent of Mercer County’s economy, 15.6 percent of McDowell County’s
economy, and 13.3 percent of Monroe County’s economy is directly based on Social Security income.

In Virginia, only 4.6 percent of the Commonwealth’s economy comes directly from Social Security
dollars, though this number 1s again higher in local counties. In Tazewell County 11.2 percent of the local
economy is based on Social Security. In Bland, 11.4 percent of the local economy comes from Social
Security, with 11.8 percent of Giles County’s income coming through Social Security benefits. In
Buchanan County, 15.4 percent of the county economy is based on Social Security dollars.

0%

Though he pinches his pennies, Hubert Scott, 85, of Princeton, said he is one of many seniors who shops
locally and puts his Social Security income back into the area’s economy.

“I put just about all of the money I’'ve got back into the local economy,” Scott said. “It saves me a lot of
money to buy locally. I enjoy coming down to the Senior Center here to save as well. I think I'm doing

pretty good. I've been retired from Consolidated Coal since 1987 after I was hurt on the job.”

Scott puts his money back into the local economy through buying groceries, eating at local restaurants,
paying utilities, and other things.

“I probably trade in my vehicle every two years or so,” Scott said. “I pay for groceties, phone, the cable
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and the electric bill. I own my own home and save money because of that, but I still pay taxes.”

Marc Meachum, executive director of the Greater Bluefield Area Chamber of Commerce, said seniors like
Scott help keep many local economies running in the two Virginias.

“Every business has to adapt to the marketplace and given that we are in a2 community that is a little bit
older, ’'m sure that businesses from a retail and service standpoint recognize that and market toward that
group of individuals,” Meachum said. “Bluefield Regional Medical Center has just begun a senior social to
try to actively communicate with the senior community and involve them in events that are not just

health care related, but other things as well.”

Because several local businesses focus on seniors, Meachum said the greater Bluefield area has become a
good place for many people to retire.

“Health care is one of the industries that we tout as being one of the biggest drawing cards, one of the
things that attracts people to this area whether they are seniors or a little younger,” Meachum said. “We
have excellent health care in this entire area. A lot of them will work in other places and then return here
to retire. We work with folks trying to identify where they might be now and then invite them back to
retire here. Some have been gone a long, long time and may not remember it like 1t was. With our cost of
living, low crime rate and relatively low taxes, we are a great place for people to come to or come back to
and retire.”

— Contact Kate Coil at kcoil@bdtonline.com.
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