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CITY OF WASILLA
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA
WASILLA CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
Wasilla City Hall, 290 E. Herning Avenue, Wasilla, AK 99654 / 907-373-9020 phone
REGULAR MEETING 7 P.M. OCTOBER 8, 2013
l. CALL TO ORDER
Il ROLL CALL
[l. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
V. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

V. REPORTS

A. City Deputy Administrator
B. City Public Works Director
C. City Attorney
D. City Planner

VI. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (five minutes per person, for items not scheduled for
public hearing)

VIl. CONSENT AGENDA
A. Minutes of September 10, 2013 regular meeting
VIIl.  NEW BUSINESS (five minutes per person)

A. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
1. Review and discussion of Chapter 5, Downtown, of the City
Comprehensive plan to determine if any updates/revisions as part of
the requirement for the Planning Commission to annually review one or
more elements of the City Comprehensive Plan (WMC 2.60.010.B).
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IX. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
X. COMMUNICATIONS

A. Permit Information

B. Enforcement Log
XI. AUDIENCE COMMENTS
XIll.  STAFF COMMENTS
XIll. COMMISSION COMMENTS

XIV. ADJOURNMENT
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CITY OF WASILLA

sPlanning Officee
290 East Herning Avenue e Wasilla e Alaska ¢ 99654-7091
e Telephone 907:373:9020 ¢

MEMORANDUM

DATE: September 17,2013
TO: Wasilla Planning Commission
FROM: Tina Crawford, AICP, City PlannerJC/

RE: Review of City of Wasilla Comprehensive Plan, Chapter 5, Downtown

Per Section 2.60.010(B)(3), the Planning Commission is required to annually review one
or more elements of the Comprehensive Plan to determine if any changes are needed.
If the Commission identifies any revisions to the chapter, they are to forward the
recommended changes to the City Council for their review and consideration.

Since the City Council approved the Downtown Area Plan last month, it appears
appropriate for the Planning Commission to complete the review of Chapter 5,
Downtown, of the Comprehensive Plan. This review is included on this month's agenda
as a “Committee of the Whole” discussion item so that the Planning Commission can
have a less formal discussion about this chapter. A copy of this chapter is included in
the meeting packet for your review prior to the mesting.
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Chapter 5

5.3 Goals, Objectives, and Actions

Goal 1. Promote and encourage development and redevelopment within

the Downtown area.

Objective

Actions

1.1 Adopt land use policies
that encourage a mix of land
uses in the Downtown area
that create and establish a
more vibrant town center,
create a gathering place for
residents and visitors, and a
focus for business and cultural
activities.

1.1.1

1.1.2

1.1.3

1.1.4

valuable commercial sites.

Support developer’s efforts to reconsolidate Downtown lots
for high-quality development that will enhance the historic

Adopt land use policies that allow development of multi-
story buildings with street-level commercial and office uses
with upper-story residential units in the Downtown area.

Create a Downtown overlay zoning district that incorporates
Wasilla’s historic center (see Downtown overlay concept
map). Develop land use regulations and development
standards that encourage new development/redevelopment,
appropriate land use patterns, and a cohesive town center.

Consider developing an incentive based policy or other
solutions to help reduce lot fragmentation of potentially

Downtown district.

1.2 Identify opportunities to
develop civic investments that
revitalize the Downtown area
and reinforce its identity as an
attractive civic center.

1.2.1

1.2.2

123

Support partnership approaches that leverage funding and
community support to help build a new library, expanded
Valley Performing Arts Theater, town square, streetscape,
sidewalks, and lighting in the Downtown core.

Design and improve Downtown streets to encourage
walking, on-street parking, covered walkways, and
additional curbs and gutters.

Work closely with ADOT&PF on major road projects,
including the Yenlo Street Extension/Main Street Couplet
and the Parks Highway Alternative Route development, to
ensure that roadway’s are upgraded to re-shape core area
circulation for walkability, on-street parking, and to include
streetscape design opportunities.

1.3 Improve pedestrian access
in the Downtown area.

13.1

1.3.2

1.3.3

Work with roadway facility designers and community
members to define basic functional and aesthetic parameters
for streetscape improvements in the Downtown area.

Dedicate city, state, and federal resources as available to
developing Downtown'’s streetscape infrastructure, including
wide sidewalks and pedestrian amenities.

Partner with Downtown business and property owners

on improvement and management issues related to
improving the Downtown pedestrian environment (parking
needs, sidewalk upgrades, and regular snow clearing and
maintenance).

Wasilla Comprehensive Plan
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