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1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 Background 

 
The City of Wasilla contracted with Tryck Nyman Hayes, Inc. landscape 
architects to prepare a comprehensive master plan that will create a long-term 
plan for existing and future citywide parks, greenbelts and trails. This plan serves 
as a long range vision (5 to 20 year time frame) for future development and 
programming. 

 
1.2 Scope and Objectives 

 
The objective of this project is to inventory existing facilities within the City of 
Wasilla limits and engage the public in developing the future needs of the 
community. 

 
• Conduct an inventory of the City of Wasilla parks and trails 

 
o Develop, distribute and summarize a Wasilla parks questionnaire 
o Organize a Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) and conduct meetings to 

discuss the project 
o Develop a project website informing the public about the project and the 

public process 
o Organize a public welcoming event to gather public information about 

parks and trails 
o Prepare a needs assessment for the City of Wasilla parks and trails 
o Consult National Recreation and Park Association Guidelines for Parks 

and Recreation Facilities 
o Consult City of Wasilla census information for estimated population counts 

 
• Prepare a program for the City of Wasilla parks and trails 

 
o Consult the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Asset Management Plan - “Park, 

Recreation and Open Space Plan” 
o Consult the 1999 Trails Plan and the 1996 Comprehensive Plan 

 
• Prepare schematic designs for future parks and greenbelts (ongoing) 

 
• Prepare a comprehensive citywide master plan 

 
o Prepare a concept level cost analysis (will happen after the schematic 

designs are prepared) 
o Recommend an implementation plan (will happen after the schematic 

designs are prepared) 
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2.0 Methods 
 
2.1 Inventory and Assessment 
 
During this inventory and assessment, the design team used a variety of methods, 
which are highlighted below: 
 
• Project website 
• Project questionnaire 
• Field observation 
• Collection of draft plans:  Iditapark, Curtis D. Menard Memorial Sports Center 

and Bumpus Recreational Area 
• Aerial photography and topography 
• Site parcel / platting information within the City of Wasilla limits 
 
Recognizing that the public was an essential part of the needs and assessment, a 
Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) was organized. Several CAG meetings were held 
throughout the process. A public welcoming event at the Sports Center included the 
public in the planning effort. A project questionnaire was mailed to all of the residents 
within the City limits to gather input on the current use of the existing parks and trails 
and future needs for park and trail facilities. The project website was updated to 
maintain public awareness of the project status and contact information. 
 
A list of 20 sites within the City limits was developed and approved by the CAG. A 
checklist identifying existing facilities at these sites was developed prior to the field 
observations. Each site was photographed to document the current conditions of the 
existing facilities. However, the list of sites was condensed down to only include the 
sites owned by the City.  A chart listing these sites and identifying the amenities within 
each park is included in Appendix B. 
 
The design team and the CAG recognized a number of existing recreational facilities 
and Matanuska-Susitna Borough schools just outside of the City limits that needed to be 
accounted for in the assessment.  These schools and Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
recreational facilities within two miles of the City limits were surveyed by interviewing 
school personnel and utilizing plans and aerial photography to identify existing facilities. 
These facilities have been listed in a separate chart titled “Existing Athletic Facilities 
(Not City owned),” but have not been included in the “Projected Facility Requirement” 
chart because they are not currently owned by the City. 
 
The latest park, recreation, open space and greenway guidelines released by the 
National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) appear to have been based on a new 
philosophy, with a “systems approach” to community facility planning. The new 
approach reconsiders the old notion of a national standard of 10 acres of park land for 
every 1,000 people, which has been in place since 1981 and is generally recognized as 
deficient in today’s recreation and open space environment.  
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The new NRPA “systems approach” addresses the following trends: 
• Need to accommodate different cultures 
• Need to include public opinion 
• Identification of the wellness movement 
• Establishment of level of service standards 
• Recognition that the residents of each community should be given the right to 

determine the size and use of land set aside for parks and recreation facilities 
 
2.1.1 Project Website 
 
A project web page was established at the beginning of the project. This web page was 
linked to the City of Wasilla website under the heading of “What’s Up Today”.  The link 
to the web page was posted on the public questionnaire and handed out at the public 
meetings. Throughout the project, the web page was updated with the most current 
project data and meeting dates. A screenshot has been included in Appendix A. 
 
2.1.2 Public Questionnaire 
 
The public questionnaire included the project goal, the project team, and eight questions 
about citywide parks, trails and right-of-way acquisition. A copy of the questionnaire is in 
Appendix A. There was also a place for respondents to write in their comments. It was 
mailed to all residents living within the City limits. The City received 101 completed 
questionnaires by June 30, 2007 and the responses are included in Appendix C.   
 
2.1.3 Public meetings 
 
The initial CAG meeting was held on June 25, 2007, and Dave Tuttle was elected as the 
chairperson. The CAG approved the list of sites to be inventoried by the design team. 
They also gave the design team their input as to what was needed within the City of 
Wasilla. 
 
The public welcoming event on September 5, 2007, was advertised in the Frontiersman. 
The sports user groups were invited to attend. The design team had two interactive 
tables at the event; one for parks and one for trails and greenbelts. The public was 
invited to move back and forth between the two tables and provide input. The CAG 
meeting agenda and the public welcoming event agenda are in Appendix A. 
 
2.2 Review of Existing Information 
 
The following items were reviewed prior to this event and assessment: 
• “Wasilla Parks and Recreation Commission, Survey 1, April 1995”, prepared by 

City of Wasilla Parks & Recreation Commission 
• Parks, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines, James D. Mertes, 

Ph.D., CLP and James R. Hall, CLP 
• Matanuska-Susitna Borough Asset Management Plan, assembly adopted June 

2001, prepared by Land Design North 
• Wasilla Trails Plan 1999 City Amendment, prepared by Trails advisory 

subcommittee, Parks and Recreation Commission, City of Wasilla 
• Wasilla Comprehensive Plan Chapter 5- Parks and Recreation Plan, April 1996 
• Site visits to all twenty sites   
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3.0 Findings 
 
3.1 Public Questionnaire Results 
 
The public questionnaire was mailed to each property owner within the City limits, and a 
total of 101 questionnaires were returned. The data was recorded to show the actual 
number of people responding to each question. A summary of comments shows 
additional comments that were written in to the eight questions on the questionnaire. 
The design team has posted the total comments provided by the respondents. These 
results are included in Appendix C. The results show 57 percent of respondents use city 
trails, 81 percent support government funding of parks, and 24 percent regularly use 
park and recreation facilities. 
 
3.2 Existing Athletic Facilities 
 
The City owns 30 athletic facilities ranging from indoor ice rink to outdoor MBX track for 
bicycles. The twenty existing sites specific to the parks master plan were inventoried to 
review the number of existing fields and courts. Sites owned by the City and sites not 
owned by the City were noted. The ten schools in the surrounding area were inventoried 
by phone to develop a list of facilities provided at each school. Because this information 
was taken over the phone, the information was included without field verification. The 
existing athletic facilities chart can be found in Appendix C. 
 
3.3 Proposed Athletic Facilities 
 
The City plans to review the existing athletic facilities on an annual basis to identify 
needed improvements or additional facilities.  Additional facilities may include soccer 
and softball fields. Several approved master plans illustrating proposed facilities have 
not been constructed. These proposed facilities are listed and categorized by parks 
owned and parks not owned by the City. The proposed athletic facilities chart can be 
found in Appendix C. 
 
3.4 Projected Facility Requirements 
 
The results show in general that the number of existing facilities is adequate to serve 
the City, but as the population grows, additional facilities may be needed. The projected 
facility requirements chart uses the National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) 
Standards and the revised local standards from the South Davis master plan for the 
Fairbanks North Star Borough completed by PDC, Inc. in June, 1999. Both sets of 
standards can be used as a guide for determining the number of facilities that are 
needed based on population counts for an area. The future growth for the City was 
projected using a three percent growth factor.  This chart is included in Appendix C. 
 
 
3.5 Recommended Classification System for Local and Recreational Open Space 
 
A classification system for local and recreational open space from the Park, Recreation, 
Open Space and Greenway Guidelines, written by James D. Mertes and James R. Hall 
has been included in Appendix C. This classification system includes a description, 
location criteria, and size criteria for each open space classification. 
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3.6 Park Area Analysis 
 
The City currently has seven parks and a boat launch facility.  A brief description and 
history of each City park is listed below along with proposed future improvements.  
Additionally, a chart was created that includes the classification and acreage for each of 
the sites.  The chart also recommends the total acres of park area required for the City 
based on the original NRPA standard of 6.25 to 10.5 acres per 1,000 people. This chart 
can be found in Appendix C. 
 

• Iditapark is located at the old Wasilla Airport site on 28 acres along Nelson 
Avenue between Lucille Street and Weber Drive. Over the last 10 years, the park 
has slowly been built-out. Wonderland Park was constructed with volunteers in 
the community as the first park improvement at this site. Since then, the area has 
been improved with the Skate Board Park, Honor Garden, Garden of Reflection, 
tennis courts, basketball courts, volley ball sand pits, amphitheater stage, 
sledding hill, trails and pavilions. The park also includes a series of ponds and 
creek that treat storm water from the downtown area and provide habitat for birds 
and ducks in the summer. This park complex has reached a level of completion 
but needs future improvements as follows: 

 
o Large pavilion structure over Amphitheater stage 
o Complete paving pathways 
o Provide lighting for winter time use along path ways 
o Add pavilions 
 

• Nunley Park is located across the street from City Hall between Herning Avenue 
and Swanson Avenue. This park is named after Leo M. Nunley, a former Mayor 
of Wasilla. This park takes up about three-quarters of a city block and it is 
designed to be used by families with small children. It has new playground 
equipment and a full size railroad caboose for viewing.  Future improvements 
include: 
 

o One or two pavilions 
o Pave east parking lot 
o Improve pathways 
o Improve/add new playground equipment  

 
• Carter Park is located at the east end of Lake Lucille and it provides lake access 

for swimming and canoeing. Carter Park is named after the Carter family who 
homesteaded on Lake Lucille and they donated the property for the park. This is 
a small park with new playground equipment for small children and it has areas 
for picnics. 
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• Newcomb Park is located at the west end of Wasilla Lake along the Parks 
Highway. This park is named after Harold Newcomb, a former Mayor of Wasilla. 
This park is very popular in the summer for swimming with a sandy beach area 
and lake access for canoeing. This park is great for picnics and it has one 
pavilion. It also provides winter time recreation where the City maintains an ice 
skating rink on the lake.  Future improvements  include: 
 

o New playground equipment for small children 
o Improved lighting for ice skating area 

 
• Lake Lucille Park was originally built by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough in 1986 

along the south side of Lake Lucille on 80 acres. This park has a large 
campground, trails and access to the lake for canoeing. This park has pavilions, 
soccer fields and playground equipment for small children. The City is in the 
process of obtaining the park from the Borough. Continued master planning is 
needed to determine the full build-out potential of the park. 
 

• Bumpus Ballfields is located along Mystery Avenue in the north part of town. This 
park is named after Charlie Bumpus, a former Mayor of Wasilla. Bumpus 
Ballfields contains 120 acres of land dedicated for ballfields and trails. This area 
is approximately 50 percent built-out with four softball fields, one baseball field 
and one soccer field. These fields have been built by volunteer organizations 
who in two cases, lease the land from the City and make the fields available to 
the public when they are not in use. An equestrian trail is also present within the 
120 acre park that is available for all non-motorized uses. Continued master 
planning is needed to determine the full build-out potential of the park. 
 

• Cottonwood Creek Park was recently acquired by the City.  It contains nine acres 
along Cottonwood Creek next to the Parks Highway. This area is planned for a 
nature trail to support viewing of the creek. Additional property acquisition could 
lead to a trail head on the opposite side of the creek and a pedestrian bridge over 
the creek. Master planning is needed for this park as no improvements currently 
exist. 
 

• Susitna Avenue Boat Launch is located near Carter Park at the east end of Lake 
Lucille. It provides the only public access for boat launching on either lake in the 
City. This facility has parking one block away for vehicles and boat trailers. The 
boat launch has a simply gravel approach into the lake.  Future improvements 
include: 
 

o Paved or concrete apron into the lake 
o Improved dock tie-down area  
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4.0 Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
According to the Wasilla Park Master Plan questionnaire, the respondents believe that 
city government should provide money for community parks.  The primary goal of the 
Parks Master Plan is to identify ways to enhance recreational opportunities within the 
City limits.  This includes enhancing existing parks and trails as well as improving trail 
connectivity and creating new parks, as needed.  Recommended actions to implement 
this goal are outlined below:   
 
4.1 Recommended Actions 
 

• Creation of a Volunteer System.  The City should develop a volunteer system 
to help with maintenance of the parks and trails. Excellent examples are the 
“Adopt a Park” and “Adopt a Trail” volunteer programs. 

 
• Install Welcome Signs at City Gateways.  Decorative “Welcome to the City of 

Wasilla” signs should be installed at two locations within the City limits.  The first 
recommended location would be at the western entrance on the Parks Highway. 
The second location would be on a private parcel at the eastern entrance of the 
Parks Highway.  
 

• Creation of Individual Conceptual Park Plans.  New conceptual site plans 
should be created for Bumpus, Lake Lucille and Cottonwood Creek parks.  
Acquisition of lands adjacent to Cottonwood Creek and Lucille Creek would allow 
for a continuous trail for cross country skiing, biking, walking and running - similar 
to the Coastal Trail in Anchorage. 

 
• Park Improvements.  The City will continue to identify ways to add 

improvements to existing parks.  Listed below are recommended improvements: 
 

Iditapark: 
• Large pavilion structure over amphitheater stage 
• Pave all pathways 
• Provide lighting for wintertime use along pathways 
• Add pavilions 

 
Nunley Park: 

• Add pavilions 
• Pave east parking lot 
• Improve pathways 
• Improve/add new playground equipment 

 
Newcomb Park: 

• New playground equipment for small children 
• Improve lighting for ice skating area on lake 

 
Susitna Avenue Boat Launch: 

• Create paved or concrete apron into Lake Lucille 
• Improve dock tie-down area 
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Cottonwood Creek: 
• Create parking area accessible from Bogard 
• Install bridge to cross Cottonwood Creek 
• Create trail through park 

 
• Trail Connectivity.  A network of city trails has been designed to link existing 

and future neighborhoods, parks, and common open spaces.  This trail system 
aims to separate vehicular and pedestrian traffic promoting safe pedestrian 
movement. In formulating this network, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Asset 
Management Plan - Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan was analyzed. 
Existing trails from this plan, as well as proposed trails and pathways specifically 
linking the City to other outlying areas, were recorded. The Wasilla Trails Plan 
1999 City Amendment and the Wasilla Comprehensive Plan 1996 were also 
reviewed.  The Wasilla Trails Plan 1999 City Amendment will be used to address 
the trail systems within the City limits and will be updated as needed.  In addition 
to the adopted Trails Plan, a trails inventory was conducted as part of this plan, 
which noted the existing trails as well as proposed trails throughout the City 
limits. 

 
From the Wasilla parks master plan questionnaire it was determined that 57 of 92 
people currently use the city trails and want the trails to be designed for multi-
modal use. A public welcoming event gathered public opinion for future trail 
connections throughout the city limits. Thirteen future connecting trail 
opportunities are listed below, and are ranked in order of importance. These trails 
are also on the Trails Map in Appendix D. 
 

1. Downtown 
2. Lucas Road 
3. Southwest Wasilla 
4. Lake to Lake 
5. West Holiday Drive 
6. North Beck 
7. Denali Street 
8. Riley Avenue 
9. Cottonwood Creek Greenbelt 
10. Lucille Creek Greenbelt 
11. Bumpus Connector 
12. South Thomas Street 
13. Bumpus Equestrian 

 
4.2 Recommended Classification System for Local and Recreational Open Space 
 
The design team has included a classification system for Local and Regional 
Recreational Trails from the Parks, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines 
by James D. Mertes, Ph.D., CLP and James R. Hall, CLP. This classification system 
can be found in Appendix D.  
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Citizen’s Advisory Group Meeting Agenda 
Wasilla Parks and Trails Master Plan 
Wasilla Multi-Use Sports Complex 7:00 PM, June 26, 2007 
 
 
1. Introductions 

Citizen’s Advisory Group (CAG) Organization 
Select Chairperson 

 
2. Description of Project 

Intent 
Scope of Services 

 
3. Distribute Handout – Binder-Notebook Containing: Minutes, Start-Up Meetings 

Public Involvement Plan 
Project Web Page 
Questionnaire 
List of Sites and Site Inventories 

 
4. Update of Activities to date: 

Two Initial Kick-off Meetings 
Inventory/Photography 
Questionnaire 
Web Page 
Data Base Map(s), (these are to be mounted on wall): 
Aerial Map including vegetation and existing conditions 
Lots and Roadway Rights of Way 
Topography 

 
5. Questions and Input from the CAG Members 
 
6. Future Events: Public Welcoming Event (September 5, 2007) 
 
7. Input from Audience – 3 minute limit 
 
8. Adjournment 
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Citizen’s Advisory Group Meeting Agenda 
Wasilla Parks and Trails Master Plan 
Wasilla Multi-Use Sports Complex 6:30 PM, December 13, 2007 
 
 
1. Purpose of tonight’s meeting: 

Review and Comment on the Wasilla Parks Master Plan Draft Report 
 
2. Distribute Handout – Draft Report: dated 11-12-2007 
 
3. Review Report Findings: 

Four “Welcome to the City of Wasilla” signs 
New Schematic Concept Plans for Nunley, Newcomb and Carter Parks 
Twelve future connecting trail opportunities 

 
4. Questions and Input from the CAG Members 
 
5. Future Events: Third CAG meeting, mid-February 
 
6. Adjournment 
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Public Welcoming Event Agenda 
Wasilla Parks and Trails Master Plan 
Wasilla Multi-Use Sports Complex 7:00 PM, September 5, 2007 
 
 
1. Introductions 

Project Description and Goal of tonight’s meeting 
Project Website: www.cityofwasilla.com 
Project E-mail: LA@tnh-inc.com 

 
2. Progress to date 

Public Questionaire 
First CAG Meeting 
Inventory of Existing Park Sites 
Assessment Charts including Matsu Schools: Cottonwood Creek Elementary 
Iditarod Elementary 
Larson Elementary 
Snowshoe Elementary Tanaina Elementary Teeland Middle School Wasilla Jr. 
Middle School Burchell High School Wasilla High School 
Mat-Su Career & Technical High School 

 
3. Two Interactive Tables 

Parks Master Plan  Randy Lyons 
Trails Map                     Eric Morey 
Invite the public to stop by each table and designate areas where additional 
parks and trails are necessary. 

 
4. What’s Next: 

Project Assessment 
Project Program 
Second CAG meeting 
Public Open House- develop a preferred alternative 
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List of Sites: Wasilla Parks Master Plan 
Updated August 1, 2011 
 
 
Parks: 
 

 
 
 
Additional Recreational Facilities: 
 
1. Susitna Avenue Boat Launch 1.25 acres 
   
 
 
  

  Approximate 
Acreage 

1. Bumpus Recreation Area 120 acres 
2. Carter Park at Lake Lucille .65 acres 
3. Iditapark 28 acres 
4. Newcomb Park at Wasilla Lake 5.4 acres 
5. Nunley Park (opposite City Hall) 2.25 acres 
6. Cottonwood Creek Park (proposed) 9 acres
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Major League Baseball ‐ 90°  1                      
Little League Baseball ‐ 60°                         
Softball  4                      
Soccer  1           2          
Campsites              57          
Multi‐purpose Fields        1                
Tennis        2                
Volleyball        3                
Full Basketball Court        4                
Indoor Skating Rink                         
Outdoor Skating Rink        1  1             
Children's Play Equipment*     X  X  X  X        X 
Swimming            X             
Skateboard Park        X                
BMX Track        X                
Running Track/Staking Oval                         
Equestrian Trails  X                      
Trails  X     X     X          
Parking   X  X  X  X  X  X     X 
Boat Launch                     X    
Picnic Shelters        2  1  3          
Picnic Tables     X  X  X  X        X 
Drinking Fountain        X                
Grills     X  X  X  X        X 
Showers                         
Vending Machines                         
Restrooms  X  X  X  X  X        X 
Garbage Cans  X  X  X  X  X        X 
Benches        X                
Lights        X  X             
Flagpole        X                
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Existing Athletic Facilities 
Updated August 1, 2011 
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Major League Baseball- 90' 1         1 

Little League Baseball- 60' 0         0 

Softball 4         4 

Soccer 1      2  1 4 

Football          0 

Multi- Purpose Fields   1       1 

Tennis   2       2 

Volleyball   3       3 

Full Basketball Court   4       4 

Indoor Skating Rink         1 1 

Outdoor Skating Rink   1 1      2 

Children's Play Equipment *  1 1 1 1  1   5 

Rope Course          0 

Community Center *   1      1 2 

Skateboard Park   1       1 

BMX Track   1       1 

Running Track / Staking Oval         1 1 

Swimming Pool          0 
 

 
* Children's Play Equipment: Typical playground area; may consist of multiple pieces of play equipment. 
* Community Center: A meeting place used by members of a community for social, cultural, or recreational 

purposes. 
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Mat-Su Career & 
Technical High School 

 M
ajor League B

aseball- 90' 
 

 
 

1 
 

 
1

1 
1 

 Little League B
aseball- 60' 

 
 

 
3 

4 
1 

 
 

1 
7 

2 
 Softball 

 
 

 
 

 
1 

0 
1 

 Soccer 
 

 
 

2 
4 

1 
1 

 
 

1 
6 

3 
 Football 

 
 

 
1 

 
 

1 
0 

2 
 M

ulti- Purpose Fields 
 

 
 

1 
1 

1 
 

 
0 

3 
 Tennis 

 
 

 
 

 
0 

0 
 Volleyball 

 
 

 
 

 
0 

0 
 Full B

asketball C
ourt 

 
 

 
1 

1 
1 

2 
 

 
0 

5 
 Indoor Skating R

ink 
 

 
 

 
 

0 
0 

 O
utdoor Skating R

ink 
 

 
 

1 
1 

 
 

0 
2 

 C
hildren's Play Equipm

ent * 
 

1 
 

 
1 

1 
1 

1 
1 

 
 

1 
5 

 R
ope C

oarse 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
0 

1 
 C

om
m

unity C
enter * 

 
 

 
 

 
0 

0 
 Skateboard Park 

 
 

 
 

 
0 

0 
 B

M
X Track 

 
 

 
 

 
0 

0 
 R

unning Track / Staking O
val 

 
 

 
 

 
1 

0 
1 

 Sw
im

m
ing Pool 

 
 

 
 

 
1 

0 
1 
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Proposed Athletic Facilities 

Updated August 1, 2011 
 

 

Facility 
 

Parks owned by the City of Wasilla 

To
ta

l F
ac

ili
tie

s 
ow

ne
d 

by
 th

e 
C

ity
 

 

 Bu
m

pu
s 

R
ec

re
at

io
n 

Ar
ea

 
 C

ar
te

r P
ar

k 
 Id

ita
pa

rk
 

 N
ew

co
m

b 
P

ar
k 

 N
un

le
y 

P
ar

k 

Su
si

tn
a 

Av
en

ue
 B

oa
t L

au
nc

h 
& 

Pa
rk

in
g 

Lo
t 

La
ke

 L
uc

ille
 P

ar
k 

an
d 

 
C

am
pg

ro
un

d 
 C

ot
to

nw
oo

d 
C

re
ek

 P
ar

k 
 

(p
ro

po
se

d)
 

Major League Baseball- 90'         0 

Little League Baseball- 60' 2        2 

Softball 4        4 

Soccer 4        4 

Football         0 

Multi- Purpose Fields         0 

Tennis         0 

Volleyball         0 

Full Basketball Court         0 

Indoor Skating Rink         0 

Outdoor Skating Rink         0 

Children's Play Equipment *    1     1 

Rope Coarse         0 

Community Center *         0 

Skateboard Park         0 

BMX Track         0 

Running Track / Staking Oval         0 

Swimming Pool         0 
 

 
* Children's Play Equipment: Typical playground area; may consist of multiple pieces of play equipment. 
* Community Center:  A meeting place used by members of a community for social, cultural, or recreational 
purposes 
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Projected Facility Requirements 
Updated August 1, 2011 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Facility    
N

R
PA

 F
ac

ili
ty

 S
ta

nd
ar

ds
**

 

   
So

ut
h 

D
av

is
 M

as
te

r P
la

n 
Fa

ci
lit

y 
St

an
da

rd
s*

* 

 
Ex

is
tin

g 
fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

ow
ne

d 
by

 th
e 

C
ity

 

 
Pr

op
os

ed
 F

ac
ili

tie
s 

ow
ne

d 
by

 th
e 

C
ity

 

 
20

10
 N

ee
ds

  -
 A

ct
ua

l P
op

ul
at

io
n 

7,
83

1 
^ 

 
20

14
 N

ee
ds

  -
 E

st
. P

op
ul

at
io

n 
8,

84
8 

^ 

 
20

24
 N

ee
ds

 - 
Es

t. 
Po

pu
la

tio
n 

12
,0

07
 ^

 

 
20

34
 N

ee
ds

 - 
Es

t. 
Po

pu
la

tio
n 

16
,2

94
 ^

 

 
20

10
 N

ee
ds

 - 
A

ct
ua

l P
op

ul
at

io
n 

7,
83

1 
^ 

 
20

14
 N

ee
ds

 - 
Es

t. 
Po

pu
la

tio
n 

8,
84

8 
^ 

 
20

13
 N

ee
ds

 E
st

. P
op

ul
at

io
n 

12
,0

07
 ^

 

 
20

28
 N

ee
ds

 E
st

. P
op

ul
at

io
n 

16
,2

94
 ^

 

 
Major League Baseball- 90' 

 
1/5,000 1/20,000 1 0 1.57 1.77 2.40 

 
3.26 

 
0.39 0.44 0.60 

 
0.82

 
Little League Baseball- 60' 

 
1/5,000 1/4,000 0 2 1.57 1.77 2.40 

 
3.26 

 
1.96 2.21 3.00 

 
4.07

 
Softball 

 
1/5,000 1/3,500 4 4 1.57 1.77 2.40 

 
3.26 

 
2.24 2.53 3.43 

 
4.66

 
Soccer 

 
1/10,000 1/4,000 4 4 0.78 0.89 1.20 

 
1.63 

 
1.96 2.21 3.00 

 
4.07

 
Football 

 
1/20,000 1/15,000 0 0 0.39 0.44 0.60 

 
0.82 

 
0.52 0.59 0.80 

 
1.09

 
Multi- Purpose Fields 

 
No Req. No Req. 1 0 

     
 
Tennis 

 
1/2,000 1/6,500 2 0 3.92 4.42 6.00 

 
8.15 

 
1.21 1.36 1.85 

 
2.51

 
Volleyball 

 
1/5,000 No Req. 3 0 1.57 1.77 2.40 

 
3.26 

   
 
Full Basketball Court 

 
1/5,000 No Req. 4 0 1.57 1.77 2.40 

 
3.26 

   
 
Ice Hockey, Indoors 

 
No Req. 1/20,000 1 0 

   
0.39 0.44 0.60 

 
0.82

 
Ice Hockey / Skating Rink, Outdoors 

 
No Req. 1/3,000 2 0 

   
2.61 2.95 4.00 

 
5.43

 
Children's Play Equipment * 

 
No Req. No Req. 5 1  

   
  

 
Rope Coarse 

 
No Req. No Req. 0 0 

     
 
Community Center * 

 
No Req. No Req. 2 0 

     
 
Skateboard Park 

 
No Req. No Req. 1 0 

     
 
BMX Track 

 
No Req. 1/30,000 1 0 

   
0.26 0.30 0.40 0.54 

 
Running Track / Staking Oval 

 
No Req. 1/15,000 1 0 

   
0.52 0.59 0.80 

 
1.09

 
Swimming Pool 

 
1/20,000 No Req. 0 0 0.39 0.44 0.60 

 
0.82 

   
 

 
* Children's Play Equipment: Typical playground area; may consist of multiple pieces of play equipment. 
* Community Center: A meeting place used by members of a community for social, cultural, or recreational 

purposes. 
** National Recreation and Park Association "Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines" (The standards should be used 
as a guide for short and long term facility planning. The actual quantity of facilities will vary as the needs of the community change.) 
 
^  Projected population rates are based on a 3.1% factor.  Census information was obtained from http://factfinder2.census.gov. 
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R
ecom

m
ended C

lassification System
 fo

r Local & R
egional R

ecreational O
pen Space 

 
 

G
eneral D

escription 
Location C

riteria
Size C

riteria 
 M

ini-Park 
 U

sed to address lim
ited, isolated or unique recreational needs. 

Less than 1/4 m
ile 

distance in residential 
setting. 

 B
etw

een 2500sq.ft. and 
one acre in size. 

 N
eighborhood Park 

N
eighborhood park rem

ains the basic unit of the park system
 and serves as the recreational and 

social focus of the neighborhood. Focus is on inform
al active and passive recreation. 

1/4 to 1/2 m
ile distance and 

uninterrupted by 
non-residential roads and 
other physical barriers. 

 5 acres is considered 
m

inim
um

 size, 5-10 
acres is optim

al. 
 School-Park 

D
epending on circum

stances, com
bining parks w

ith school sites can fulfill the space requirem
ents for 

other classes of parks, such as neighborhood, com
m

unity, sports com
plex and special use. 

 D
eterm

ined by location of 
school district property.

 variable-depends on 
function

 C
om

m
unity Park 

 S
erves broader purpose than neighborhood park. Focus is on m

eeting com
m

unity-based recreation 
needs, as w

ell as preserving unique landscapes and open spaces. 

D
eterm

ined by the quality 
and suitability of the site. 
U

sually serves tw
o or m

ore 
neighborhoods and 1/2 to 3 
m

ile distance.

A
s needed to 

accom
m

odate desired 
uses. U

sually betw
een 30 

and 50 acres. 

 Large U
rban Park 

Large urban parks serve a broader purpose than com
m

unity parks and are used w
hen com

m
unity 

and neighborhood parks are not adequate to serve the needs of the com
m

unity. Focus is on m
eeting 

com
m

unity-based recreational needs, as w
ell as preserving unique landscapes and open spaces. 

D
eterm

ined by the quality and 
suitability of the site usually 
serves the entire com

m
unity 

A
s needed to 

accom
m

odate desired 
uses. U

sually a 
m

inim
um

 of 50 acres, 
w

ith 75 or m
ore acres 

 N
atural R

esource Areas 
 Lands set aside for preservation of significant natural resources, rem

nant landscapes, open space 
and visual aesthetics/buffering.

 R
esource availability and 

opportunity.

 variable 

 G
reenw

ays 
E

ffectively tie park system
 com

ponents together to form
 a continuous park environm

ent. 

 R
esource availability and 

opportunity.

 variable 

 Sports C
om

plex 
 C

onsolidates heavily program
m

ed athletic fields and associated facilities to larger and few
er sites 

strategically located throughout the com
m

unity. 

S
trategically located 

com
m

unity-w
ide 

facilities. 

D
eterm

ined by projected 
dem

and.   U
sually a 

m
inim

um
 of 25 acre 

being optim
al. 

 Special U
se 

 C
over a broad range of parks and recreation facilities oriented tow

ard single-purpose use. 

 V
ariable-dependent on 

specific use.

 variable 

 Private Park/R
ecreation 

Facility 

 P
arks and recreation facilities that are privately ow

ned yet contribute to the public park and recreation 
system

 

 V
ariable-dependent on 

specific use.
V

ariable 

C-8



Park Area Analysis 
 

 

Parks owned by the City 
of Wasilla 

 
Park 

Classification 

 
Approximate 

Existing Acreage 
2011 

 
Bumpus Recreation Area 

 
Sports Complex 

 
120 

 
Carter Park 

 
Mini Park 

 
0.65 

 
Iditapark 

 
Community Park 

 
28 

 
Newcomb Park 

 
Neighborhood Park 

 
5.4 

 
Nunley Park 

 
Mini Park 

 
2.25 

Cottonwood Creek Park (proposed) TBD 9 

 
Susitna Avenue Boat Launch & 

Parking Lot 
 

Mini Park 
 

1.25 

 

TOTAL  166.55 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Projected Population uses a 3.1% growth factor 
 
*Acreages are approximate 
**National Recreation and Park Association "Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines" recommends 6.25 to 10.5 

acres per 1,000 population. In 1996, NRPA guidelines were revised to include a Level of Service Standard. 

  

 
City of Wasilla 

Population 
Recommended  Total Park Area ** (Acres) 

7,831  (2010) 49 to 82 

 8,848  (2014) 55 to 93 

12,007 (2024) 75 to 126 

16,294 (2034) 102 to 171 

C-9



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX D



 D-1



R
ecom

m
ended C

lassification S
ystem

 fo
r Local & R

egional R
ecreational T

rails 
 

C
lassification 

G
eneral D

escription 
Location C

riteria 
Size C

riteria 
       

Park Trails 
(Types I, II, and III)  Type I 

 Type I trails are used in situations w
here use patterns 

dictate separate paths for pedestrians and bicyclist / in- 
line skates.  A

n exam
ple w

ould be a trail around an 
intercity lake or along a riverfront. 

Typically located w
ithin a greenw

ay, 
park, or natural resource area 
(corridor w

idth varies, w
ith100 feet 

being the recom
m

ended m
inim

um
 

w
hen trail uses are separated) 

S
eparate trails for pedestrians and bicyclists / in-line skaters: 10 

foot w
ide bicycle and in-line skating hard surface trail. 

S
eparated by a natural landscape m

edian strip, w
idth varies.  8 

foot w
ide pedestrian hard-surfaced trail. 

 Type II 
 Type II trails are m

ore suited to lighter use patterns, such 
as from

 a housing subdivision to a natural resource area. 

Typically located w
ithin a greenw

ay, 
park, or natural resource area 
(corridor w

idth varies, w
ith 50 feet 

being the recom
m

ended m
inim

um
) 

 10 foot w
ide pedestrian, bicycle, and in-line skating hard-

surfaced trail. 

 Type III 
 Type III trails are suited for areas requiring m

inim
um

 
im

pact, such as a nature preserve. 

Typically 
located 

w
ithin 

a 
natural 

resource area or special use area 
such as a nature preserve. 

6 to 8 foot w
ide soft-surface trail.  C

onsideration should be given 
to augm

enting soft-surfaced nature trails w
ith hard-surfaced 

ones to allow
 universal access to all user groups. 

     
C

onnector Trails 
(Type I and II) 

 Type I 
Type I trails are used in situations w

here use patterns 
dictate separate paths for pedestrians, bicyclist and, if 
necessary, in-line skaters  A

n exam
ple w

ould be a trail 
w

ithin the shoulder of right of w
ay of a collector street or 

parkw
ay. 

Located w
ithin the roadw

ay right-of-
w

ay and designed to accom
m

odate 
heavy use patterns 

 10 
foot 

w
ide 

hard-surfaced 
pedestrian, 

bicycle, 
and 

in-line 
skating trail (8 foot if pedestrian only) both side of the roadw

ay. 
10 m

inim
um

 setback from
 roadw

ay w
here space perm

its. 

 Type II 
Type II trails are suited to lighter use patterns, such as a 
link betw

een a parkw
ay or thoroughfare and a nearby 

housing developm
ent. 

Located w
ithin the roadw

ay right-of-
w

ay and designed to accom
m

odate 
m

ultiple uses and 
/ or directional use. 

 10 foot w
ide hard-surfaced pedestrian, bicycle, and in-line 

skating trail (8 foot if pedestrian only). 10 m
inim

um
 setback from

 
roadw

ay w
here space perm

its. 
     

B
ikew

ays 

 B
ike Lanes 

B
ike lanes are designated portions of the roadw

ay for the 
preferential or exclusive use of bicyclists. B

ike lanes 
should be used in situations w

here traffic volum
es are 

heavy enough to w
arrant clear separation betw

een the 
bicycles and the vehicles. 

 D
esignated portion of the roadw

ay 
 5 foot w

ide bike lane, both sides of the roadw
ay if possible, and 

stripping 

 B
ike R

outes 
B

ike routes are essentially paved shoulders or segm
ents of 

the roadw
ay that serve to separate bicyclists from

 traffic.  
B

ike routes (paved shoulders) should be used in 
all other situations 

  P
aved shoulder along roadw

ay 

 4 to 6 foot paved shoulder, both sides of the roadw
ay if possible, 

and stripping 

            
O

ther 

 All-Terrain (M
ountain) 

B
ike Trails 

A
ll-terrain bike trails are sim

ilar to park trails in that they 
em

phasis a strong relationship to the natural environm
ent.  

They are m
ost often located w

ithin natural resource areas, 
greenw

ays, com
m

unity parks and special use facilities, 
such as golf courses. 

 N
atural R

esource areas , 
greenw

ays, com
m

unity parks, and 
special-use areas 

 Trail design to coincide w
ith the standards developed by 

regional park agencies and state resource agencies. 

 C
ross-C

ountry Skiing 
Trails 

These trails com
e in a variety of types and w

idths to 
accom

m
odate tw

o different styles: diagonal style and 
skate-ski.  S

im
ilar to park trails, they should have a 

strong em
phasis on the natural environm

ent. 

 N
atural R

esource areas , 
greenw

ays, com
m

unity parks, and 
special-use areas 

D
iagonal style requires a set track, w

hile shate-ski style requires 
a w

ider packed and groom
ed surface.  Trail lengths vary 

considerably, w
ith loops ranging from

 a few
 to 10 or m

ore 
kilom

eters. Since quality and safety are im
portant to all skiers, a 

few
 w

ell groom
ed trails are preferable to extensive but poorly 

m
aintained ones.  Trail design should coincide w

ith the 
standards 

 Equestrian Trails 
E

questrian trails are usually grass or w
oodchip. In som

e 
instances, cross-country ski trails are used for horseback 
riding during the sum

m
er. 

 N
atural R

esource areas , 
greenw

ays, com
m

unity parks, and 
special-use areas 

Trail length varies considerably, w
ith loops extending out 10 

m
iles or m

ore. There are no specific standard for how
 m

any 
m

iles of trail should be developed w
ithin a given com

m
unity.  

Trail design should coincide w
ith the standards developed by 

regional park agencies and state resource agencies. 
 M

otorized ATV Trails 
M

otorized A
TV trails are located in the roadw

ay rights-of - 
w

ays and should be on the opposite side of the roadw
ay 

as the pedestrian / bicyclist trail. 

 
R

oadw
ay rights-of w

ays 
 

N
 / A 

 H
istorical Trails 

 H
istoric trail used for the Iditarod D

og R
ace 

 
O

riginal R
oute 

 
N

 / A 
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