
Code Ordinance Public Works 
Introduced: July 28, 2014 

Vote: Buswell, Harris, 

Public Hearing: August 25, 2014 
Postponed Indefinitely: August 25, 2014 

Sullivan-Leonard, Wall, and Wilson in favor to postpone indefinitely 

City 
P:rOlln~ln<~e Serial No . 

.0.11"6'tllln·oon4 .. 0 of City 
10.12, Off-Road Vehicles, to prohibit off-:road vehicle use on 

..... .a4 
...... 

11
...,'" L """"'"""'""""''..._ ... ...., ..... ,., .... .., ... 111.. This ordinance is of a Clr""...,'""-..-:. permanent nature and shall 

become part of the city code. 

Section WMC Chapter 10.12, Off-road Vehicles, is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

10.12.020 Off-road Vehicle Operation. 

It is unlawful for any person to operate an off-road vehicle the 
~X_Q.~QL~§_[Qll.OW§_~-;­

A. On private or public property witheut the express or implied consent of the owner, his 
authorized agent or representative-,-e-xeef:*-·tfle.-e-ity--street~-fig-hts~ted-a-g-aiH-sH-he 

:fer-the--~-er-<7ssffig-a-readway--arui-enl-y-after-€effiing--te--a-ettmplete-s-tep--aad--:y-ieldiftg-t-e 

all-JJedestfiaH:-ilfl:d-vehiele-traffi-e-; 
----t--;;----ln---sooh-a--manneras-te--p-reffi:ie-e-su:ffieient--neise-te-distmb-the-peae-e--atl:ti-qHiet-·ef-anether;-
----D;---W-ith:ettt-a--lieense-tf~air-ed-b-y-any--ge-vemment-agenc-y-;-

perpendi-elliarly--at-a---designated--t-fa-ek-e-ressing-enly-aft-er-ee-ming-te--a-e--emplete---ste}J--arul-yieldffig 
te-all--r-ail-tmffie-;­
---}l;-------Gn--tfle.-mike-ad--rigflt.-e-f-w-ay--betweeH:-twenty-f20)-and--eH:e--btuld:roo-flOO~-feet-:frem-the 

way--<7f-any-pHblie--£-ead-wa-y--ttHles-s-; 
----------l-;---A-ee-empanied-ey---a--par-ent--er--goor-d-iaH~-BF 
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10.12.070 Lawful Operation- Police. 

Sections 10.12.010 through 10.12.060 shall not apply to police, public safety officers or their 
agents in the lawful performance of their duty. 

headlamp--ffiall--be-se--aimed--that-glar~rays-ar-e-net-pfejec-te&-inte-the---eyes-47f--an--(}neeming 

driver-;-

t(}beggan:;--er-eth-er--ebjeet,-ttnless-su-e-h---sled;--tebeggan,-er--ethef---ea.jeet-is--attoc-hed-t-e--fhe--eff-re-ad 
vehiele-by-a-rigid-oor-aoo-the-t-ewed--ebjeet--is-efj:ffipped-with-a-fed-refleeter. 

10.12.100 Remedies, penalties and impoundment. 
A. Remedies and penalties for violations of this chapter are as provided in Chapter 1.20. 
B. An off-road vehicle in violation or whose owner or operator is in violation of this chapter, 

or as incident to an arrest or other situation where the vehicle may require protection, may be 
impounded immediately by a police officer or other authorized official. The vehicle may be 
released only upon proof of ownership, payment in full of transportation and storage charges, 
and the position of a bond for court appearance when such bond is required. 
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evi~~Ionts. The 1999 Trails Plan 
need to be revised to recognize the prohibition of off-road vehicles within 

the city and updated to include recommendations for a non-motorized trail system that is 
consistent with the Wasilla Comprehensive Plan and Downtown Area Plan. The Parks 
Recreation Commission needs to undertake these revisions and forward the recommended 
changes to the Wasilla Planning Commission and City Council consistent with WMC 

Section 4. IIW ........ n ... -.i!- ..... , ..... date. This ordinance shall take effect upon adoption by the Wasilla 
City Council. 

POSTPONED INDEFINITELY by the Wasilla City Council on August 25, 
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I 
• ALASKA • 

Originator: 
Date: 

Public Works Director 
July 16, 2014 Agenda of: July 28, 2014 

X Public Works Director 

X Finance Director 

X Deputy Administrator 

X City Clerk 

Fiscal Impact: D yes or IZl no 
Attachments: Planning Commission Resolution Serial No. 14-18 (2 pages) 

Planning Commission Draft Minutes July 8, 2014 Meeting 
Parks and Recreation Commission Resolution Serial No. 14-01 (2 pages) 

urnLm~try Statement: In 1999, the City adopted a trails plan with the goal of creating trails for 
motorized and non-motorized uses within the city limits. However, 15 years after the adoption 
of the trails plan, the use of off-road vehicles have become a safety hazard to pedestrians and 
vehicles throughout the city. In the last two years, the Wasilla Police Department has responded 
to approximately 248 complaints. This utilizes a significant amount of time and resources from 
the Police Department to enforce the regulations and maintain a safe environment. 

As identified in the City's recently adopted Comprehensive Plan and Downtown Area Plan, the 
goals are to encourage continued economic growth and investment in the city and to create a 
vibrant, walkable downtown. Allowing off-road vehicles within the city limits is contrary to 
those goals due to the safety concerns and the damage to private property and rights-of way. The 
ordinance also directs the Parks & Recreation Commission to recommend updates to the Trails 
Plan and the Parks Master Plan. 

Staff Recommendation: Introduce and set for public hearing Ordinance Serial No. 14-34. 
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was 

uses allowed within 

uses were designated in 1 

as along Knik-Goose and Parks 

15 years was adopted, uses 

become a safety throughout 

using a significant amount of resources from Department maintain 

enforcement and a safe environment; and 

the designated corridors, such as Goose-Bay 

Road and the Highway, are heavy congested with traffic and 

commercial and residential properties continue to grow along corridors. 

NOW, IT RESOLVED, the Wasilla Planning Commission 

hereby recommends that the City Council amend the 1999 the 2011 Parks 

and Master and the Wasilla Municipal Code to prohibit off-road vehicle use 

on any trails or public rights-of-way within the Wasilla city limits. 
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Yes: Dean, Kelly, 
No: Means 

on 
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A. City 
No report given. 

City Public Works 
No report given. 

No report given. 

City Planner 
No report given. 
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1. 

Chief ...... ~.,~...,. 
also stated the 
last two years. 

Discussion ensued. 

as 

person supporting or opposing the proposal 
Chair Ledford opened public hearing for Resolution Serial No. 1 8 

and reconvened at 

on 

reason 

limits. 

Twelve non-city residents testified regarding the proposed ban; 10 spoke against 
the ban and two spoke in favor of the ban. Twelve city residents testified regarding 
proposed ban; seven spoke against the ban and five were in favor of 
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no 

a. 

presented. 

unfinished business. 

No statements made regarding the following 
Permit Information 

8. Enforcement 
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Commission -, 

City of Wasilla 
Regular Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

July 8, 2014 
Page 4 of 4 



uses were 

Knik-Goose Highway 

with restricted use in remainder of the and 

15 years after was adopted, motorized uses 

have become a safety hazard throughout vehicles and pedestrians; 

a significant amount of resources the Police Department to maintain 

enforcement and a safe environment; and 

WHEREAS, the designated corridors such as Lucile Street, Knik Goose-Bay 

Road and Parks Highway are heavy congested with traffic and development of 

commercial and residential properties continue to grow along these corridors. 

NOW, RESOLVED, the Wasilla Parks and Recreation 

Commission hereby supports amending the 1999 Trails Plan to remove from the 

purpose and any reference 

Wasilla.· 
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